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A Shelter for Somaliland’s Recognition: President

Abdirahman Irro Launches Historic Institute in Hargeisa

The center will pursue justice and reparations for every victim and every affected community, he explalns

By M.A. Egge.
n a landmark event marking
Somaliland’s National Day
celebrations, the President H.E.

Abdirahman Mohamed Abdillahi

popularly known as Irro, officially

established and inaugurated a long
overdue intellectual advocacy
center that would cater for the
historical and legal essence of the
nationhood of Somaliland

Continue on Page 2

Livestock Minister Calls for Stronger Legal Awareness to
Boost Somaliland’s L|vestock Sector

Mohamoud Walaaleye

e Minister of Livestock and
Rural Development of the
Republic of Somaliland,

Omar Shu’ayb Mohamed, has said
that the development and protection
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Movement Partnershlp Meeting in Hargeisa
Strengthens Global Humanltarlan Cooperation

Mohamoud Walaaleye
RCS Somaliland has
expanded its international
cooperation network
following a high-level humanitarian

coordination meeting held in
Hargeisa, bringing together global

Continue on Page 3

Somallland Journalist Salma Walaaleye Joins
Prestlglous GIobaI Medla Delegat|on in Taiwan

Mohamoud Walaaleye
aiwan has invited an
international delegation of
journalists from across the
world to explore the country’s

advancements in technology,
security,  diplomacy, and
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Sir Gavin Williamson Vows Global Push for
Somaliland Recognltlon in F|ery Hargeisa Speech

Mohamoud Walaaleye
ormer UK Defense Secretary
Sir Gavin Williamson has
ignited fresh debate across
the Horn of Africa with a strongly
worded address during

Somaliland’s 35th independence
anniversary celebrations, openly

championing the nation’s bid for
wider international recognition while
sharply criticizing authorities in
Mogadishu.

Speaking on 18 May amid jubilant
crowds marking the restoration of
Somaliland’s sovereignty in 1991,
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Feature: Between recognition and regional fallout: Is Ethiopia
reconsidering Somaliland option amid Red Sea calculus?
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Israeli President Receives
Credentials of the First Ambassador
of the Republlc of Somallland

Israel FM Hosts
Somaliland’s First Ambassador
in Jerusalem as Ties Deepen

Rt srael’s Foreign Minister, Hon.

Yinn Tun 1 .
MINISTRY OF FOREICH ~CFAIRS Gideon Sa’ar, hosted the
Republic of Somaliland’s
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Somaliland-Israel Relations: Strategic
Partnership and Growing People-to-
People Ties, says Ambassador Hagi

Mohamoud Walaaleye
R:public of Somaliland’s first-
ever ambassador to a foreign
ountry presented his
Israel’s first ambassador to
Somaliland Hails Expanding
Strategic Partnership

) | srael’s first ambassador to

Somaliland, Michael Lotem,
says ties between Israel and

The Republlc of Somaliland Stands
United Under One Flag, One History, and

One People”, says Dep Gov Hamsa
Mohamoud Walaaleye

entral Bank of the Republic

of Somaliland’s Deputy

Governor Hamza
Abdirahman Khaire has praised the
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A Shelter for Somallland’s.........._........................................

As he launched the Somaliland
Independent Recognition Institute
in Hargeisa, the President
described it as a monumental step
in Somaliland’s long pursuit of wider
international recognition.

He was vivid that Somaliland’s
cause was not only just, but that it
was intellectually defensible, legally
bounding, and historically
undeniable; hence had to be
highlighted as deserved.
Addressing a distinguished
audience of diplomats,
international partners, scholars,
and supporters from around the
world, President Abdirahman Irro
declared that the institute would
become the intellectual and
diplomatic center of Somaliland’s
recognition campaign.

“Today, we finally have both the
opportunity and the determination
to answer a longstanding national
need,” President Irro said. “Today,
that need finds its home.”

The ceremony, held on the
symbolic date of 18 May, drew
ambassadors and representatives
from several countries, including
the United Arab Emirates, Kenya,
Taiwan, and Ethiopia, alongside
international guests and members
of the international media that were
present.

The Head of State said that the
institute was not created out of
political convenience, but rather
from decades of persistent
demands by Somaliland citizens
and supporters who have sought a
stronger, more organized global
effort for recognition.

“This institute did not emerge from
a moment of impulse,” he stated. “It
emerged from a longstanding
national need — whispered in the
corridors of diplomacy and
repeatedly raised by citizens.”

The Somaliland leader
emphasized that the institute would
serve as a center for documenting
and preserving the history of
Somaliland’s struggle, while also
advancing rigorous academic
research and policy advocacy.
“Our cause is not only just,” he said.
“Itis intellectually defensible, legally
bounding, and historically
undeniable.”

Throughout his speech the
President  highlighted  the
international friendships

Somaliland has built over the years,
praising individuals, governments,
and organizations that have
supported Somaliland’s aspirations
despite the absence of formal
recognition.

“This institute will become their
shelter,” he declared, describing it
as a platform where Somaliland’s
friends and partners can coordinate
efforts and transform solidarity into
meaningful global action.

He noted that “the institute will carry
several key responsibilities,
including advancing Somaliland’s
recognition through diplomatic and
legal channels, coordinating
international advocacy efforts, and
documenting crimes and injustices
committed against Somaliland and
its people”.

‘It will pursue justice and
reparations for every victim and
every affected community,” he said,
referring to those who suffered
imprisonment, displacement, loss
of family members, and destruction
during past conflicts.

“Their suffering will not be forgotten.
Their claims will not expire.”

The President described the
institute as “our answer to history”
and “our commitment to the future,”
expressing hope that Somaliland
would ultimately receive “the
recognition it has always deserved.”
A significant portion of the speech
was dedicated to honoring
international figures who helped
establish the institute. President Irro
expressed deep gratitude to Sir
William Gavin, Professor Jason
McCue, and their associates for
what he called their “extraordinary
contribution and selfless service” to
Somaliland.

“Their unwavering commitment to
our cause has been a source of
strength and a beacon of hope,” he
said. “Without their dedication,
advocacy, and belief in
Somaliland’s rightful place among
the nations of the world, the
establishment of this institute would
not have been possible.”

The launch of the Somaliland
Independent Recognition Institute

observers as one of the most
significant political and diplomatic
developments in Somaliland in
recent years — signaling a renewed
and more institutionalized push for
international recognition.

As applause filled the hall at the
conclusion of the ceremony,
President Abdirahman Irro thanked
all attendees, including members
of the international media, before
ending his speech with a simple
message:

“Thank you very much.”

Full excerpts of the Republic of
Somaliland President, Abdirahman
Mohamed Abdillahi Irro’s speech,
are below:

Distinguished guests, honorary
partners, and supporters;

Thank you very much. | thank
everyone who has traveled to join
us and celebrate 18 May across the
world.

There are many dignitaries present,
so | cannot mention all of their
names, but | thank everyone. | also
thank the ambassadors
representing their countries,
including the United Arab Emirates,
Kenya, Taiwan, and Ethiopia.

| also see my close friend and former
MP in Helsinki, Mr. Kil Junen
Today, | am honored to officially
launch the Somaliland Independent
Recognition Institute in Hargeisa,
the capital of the Republic of
Somaliland, on 18 May 2026.

So, officially, we have launched the
institute.

This institute did not emerge from
a moment of impulse or political
convenience. It emerged from a
longstanding national need — a
need repeatedly raised by citizens,
whispered in the corridors of
diplomacy, and articulated in
informal discussions.

It is a need that for too long went
unanswered.

Today, we finally have both the
opportunity and the determination
to answer it. Today, that need finds
its home.

This institute will serve as a center
where the history and struggle for
Somaliland recognition are
documented, preserved, and
examined with rigor.

Our story deserves to be told not
through sentiment alone, but
through serious academic inquiry
and serious policy work. Because
our cause is not only just — it is
intellectually defensible, legally
grounded, and historically
undeniable.

Somaliland has never been alone
in this journey.

Around the world, there are
individuals, institutions, and
governments who believe in what
we stand for — who have stood
beside us, spoken for us, and
sacrificed for us.

This institute will become their
home.

A place where Somaliland’s friends
and partners can come together,
contribute meaningfully, and
transform solidarity from words into
action, and sympathy into tangible,
lasting impact.

And let there be no ambiguity about
what this institution represents to the
world. It will stand as a symbol of
Somaliland beyond our borders —
a living testament to our history, our
resilience, our aspirations, and our
rightful place in the international
community.

To that end, it will carry serious and
consequential responsibilities.

It will follow up on and advance
Somaliland recognition through
every legal and diplomatic path
available to us — systematically,
strategically, and without rest.

It will bring together and coordinate
Somaliland’s international friends
and partners, aligning voices,
consolidating efforts, and ensuring
that global goodwill translates into
coordinated action.

It will document and pursue
accountability for the international
crimes committed against the

Somaliland state and its people.
Because truths must be recorded,
and those responsible must be
named.

And it will pursue justice and
reparations, ensuring
compensations for every victim and
every affected community — for
those who were imprisoned without
cause, for those who lost family
members, and for those who
suffered looting, displacement, and
every form of harm inflicted upon
them by the defunct Somalia
regime.

Their suffering will not be forgotten.
Their claims will not expire.

This institute is our answer to history.
It is our commitment to the future.
May it serve Somaliland with honor,
and may Somaliland at last receive
the recognition it has always
deserved.

| extend my deepest and most
sincere gratitude to Sir William
Gavin, Professor Jason McCue,
and all their friends for their
extraordinary contribution and
selfless service to Somaliland.
Their unwavering commitment to
our cause has been a source of
strength and a beacon of hope.

In particular, we honor them for their
vital role in bringing the idea of this
institute from vision to reality.
Without their dedication, advocacy,
and belief in Somaliland’s rightful
place among the nations of the
world, the establishment of this
institute would not have been
possible.

Somaliland is deeply indebted to
them, and their names will forever
be associated with this milestone
in our national journey.

| thank everybody, including the
international media.

Thank you very much.

leestock M|n|ster CaIIs for...............

of the country’s livestock resources

cannot be fully achieved unless
both the public and the institutions
responsible for implementing laws
have a clear understanding of
existing regulations.

He made the remarks during a
consultative meeting held to
examine the impact of policies,
laws, and procedures related to the
development and protection of
livestock resources in the country.
The minister pointed out that one
of the biggest challenges facing the
sector is the weak understanding of
laws and the lack of proper
enforcement of existing policies
and regulations. He added that
although several legal frameworks
are already in place, their
implementation remains
inconsistent.

According to him, there is a need to
review current policies and laws in
order to identify priorities and
strengthen their implementation for
better results.

“People cannot implement laws
unless they learn them, and those
responsible for enforcing them must
understand them. That is the
biggest problem we face,” the
minister said. “We should
implement the existing policies and
laws, even if there are gaps, and
also review them to determine
which are most important.”

The meeting emphasized the
importance of improving legal
awareness, strengthening
enforcement, and enhancing
coordination among stakeholders
to ensure sustainable development
of the livestock sector, a key pillar of
the national economy.
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Movement Partnership Meetmg.......................

following a high-level coordination
meeting held on 20 May 2026 at
Mansoor Hotel in Hargeisa.

The strategic gathering brought
together leading humanitarian and
development organisations from
across Africa, Europe, and Asia to
reinforce cooperation in emergency
response, disaster preparedness,
and climate resilience initiatives
across Somaliland.

Key International Partners Attending
the Meeting

Participants included
representatives from major
humanitarian organisations and
Red Cross and Red Crescent
Movement partners, including:
The International Federation of Red
Cross and Red Crescent Societies
(IFRC) and the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC)
were among the Red Cross partners
working with the Somaliland Red
Crescent Society (SRCS), together
with representatives from more than
fifteen countries, including the
Danish Red Cross, Norwegian Red
Cross, Icelandic Red Cross, British

Red Cross, Canadian Red Cross,
Italian Red Cross, Finnish Red
Cross, and German Red Cross.
During the meeting, humanitarian
partners discussed new strategies
to improve coordination and
strengthen humanitarian service
delivery for vulnerable communities
affected by drought, flooding,
displacement, and public health
emergencies.

Key discussion areas included:

e Enhancing coordination in
emergency response
operations

e Strengthening health
services and ambulance
systems

e Expanding disaster risk
reduction programmes

e Improving community-
based climate adaptation
initiatives

e Building long-term local
humanitarian capacity

SRCS officials highlighted the
growing importance of international
solidarity and technical cooperation
in addressing recurring

humanitarian challenges across
Somaliland.

The meeting reaffirmed SRCS’s
central role in emergency response
and community support services,
including ambulance operations,
first aid training, and public health
interventions.

Humanitarian sources noted that
the increasing participation of
international organisations reflects
growing global confidence in
SRCS-led programmes and its
expanding operational reach
throughout Somaliland.

Mansoor Hotel continues to serve
as a major venue for international
humanitarian workshops,
coordination meetings, and
development conferences in
Hargeisa, further strengthening the
city’s role as a regional centre for
humanitarian dialogue and
cooperation.

Participants concluded the meeting
by reaffirming their commitment to
long-term collaboration and
coordinated humanitarian action
aimed at improving resilience and
emergency preparedness across
Somaliland and the wider region.
The Hargeisa gathering marks
another significant milestone in
SRCS’s ongoing efforts to deepen
international partnerships and
enhance humanitarian response
systems through global cooperation
and local capacity building.

Somaliland Journalist Salma Walaaleye.............

democratic governance, in a high-
profile media exchange program
aimed at strengthening global
engagement.

Representing the Republic of
Somaliland in the prestigious
delegation is Salma Abdirahman
Sheikh Walaaleye, the Director and
Editor-in-Chief of Somaliland
Review Magazine, following an

official invitation extended by
Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.
The week-long visit will see
members of the international media
delegation travel across several
Taiwanese cities, where they are
scheduled to tour key national
institutions and strategic centers
showcasing Taiwan’s innovation
and development.

The delegation will also hold
meetings with senior officials from
Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs
to discuss international cooperation,
media engagement, regional
security, and democratic values.

Salma Walaaleye’s participation
highlights Somaliland’s growing
international media presence and
reflects the strengthening ties
between Somaliland and Taiwan.

Sir Gavin Williamson Vows Global Push..........c.....

Williamson set aside conventional
diplomatic restraint. He declared
himself a “Somalilander” and
positioned the nation’s quest for
statehood as a broader moral and
strategic imperative.

“l am deeply privileged to call myself
a Somalilander,” he told the
audience to loud applause. ‘I see
that as both a privilege and a
responsibility... to make the
arguments for this great nation, not
just here in Somaliland, but right
across the world.”

Strong Criticism of Mogadishu

In his most pointed remarks,
Williamson accused Somalia’s
federal government of seeking to
undermine Somaliland’s
achievements. He referred to the
authorities in Mogadishu as a
“terrorist regime” that works daily to
suppress the freedoms and
democratic progress built by
Somalilanders. “That means we
have to fight harder,” he added.

Highlighting Somaliland’s Self-
Reliance
The British MP praised Somaliland

for constructing a stable,
democratic society largely through
its own efforts despite limited
international support. He highlighted
what he described as the young
nation’s core strengths: democratic
resilience, freedom of speech in a
volatile region, fairness and equality,
and commitment to the rule of law.
While the international community

were oblivious, he said, the people
of Somaliland built these institutions
from the ground up.

Israel’s Recognition as a Turning
Point

Williamson welcomed Israel’s
recent decision to formally
recognize Somaliland as a historic
breakthrough, calling it “the first of
many” and expressing optimism
that more countries would follow.
Launch of New Recognition
Institute

The speech aligned with the official

launch of the Somaliland
Independence Recognition
Institution (IRI), a new body

established to advance legal,
historical, and diplomatic
arguments for recognition.
Williamson has been appointed
chairman of the institute.

Closing his address, he made a
personal commitment  to
Somaliland’s leadership.

“One thing | can pledge to you, Mr.

Israell Pre5|dent Recelves.................

Mohamoud Walaleye
Israeli President H.E. Isaac Herzog
received the diplomatic credentials
of the first-ever ambassador of
Somaliland, H.E. Mohamed Hagi,
along with those of other new envoys
last Monday, his office announced.
The ceremony comes on the heels
of Israel approving the appointment
of veteran diplomat Michael Lotem
as ambassador to Somaliland in
April.

Somaliland reclaimed its sovereignty
from Somalia and restored its
independence in 1991. Israel
became the first country to recognize
Somaliland.

Situated in the Horn of Africa,

Somaliland’s northern coast lies
directly across the Gulf of Aden from
Yemen, where the Houthis control
territory. Israel is reportedly interested
in establishing a base in Somaliland
to counter Houthi and Iranian threats
to Red Sea shipping. Officials in
Hargeisa, Somaliland’s capital, are
interested in cooperating in areas
of energy, infrastructure and
agriculture, among other things.
Somaliland  President H.E.
Abdirahman Mohamed Abdullahi
has also expressed interest in
joining the Abraham Accords.
Herzog will also receive the
credentials of ambassadors from
Australia, South Korea, Vietham and
the Vatican.

Israel FM HOStS.....vcevemrvnmsnnnnnnss

YInn TMwn
MINISTRY OF FOREIF™ *CFAIRS
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Ambassador, Hon. Mohamed Hagi,
at the Foreign Ministry in Jerusalem
after the envoy formally presented
his credentials to President Isaac
Herzog.

The meeting marked another
significant step in the growing
relationship between Israel and
Somaliland, coinciding with
Somaliland’s Independence Day
celebrations on Monday.

Foreign Minister Sa’ar welcomed
Ambassador Hagi and emphasized
Israel’s commitment to
strengthening cooperation with
Somaliland across multiple sectors.
‘Il continue building the
relationship with Somaliland!” Sa’ar
wrote on X following the meeting.

Calling the occasion “another
meaningful day on the path we're
paving together,” Sa’ar said he was
pleased to host Somaliland’s first
ambassador to Israel at the Foreign
Ministry in Jerusalem.

He also congratulated Ambassador
Hagi on presenting his credentials
to President Herzog and extended
his greetings to the people of
Somaliland on their Independence
Day.

The meeting reflects increasingly
warm diplomatic engagement
between Israel and Somaliland,
with both sides highlighting closer
political ties, cooperation, and
growing people-to-people relations.

President, is that | will continue to
do everything | can to work
tirelessly... to make sure that the
beacon of light that is Somaliland
continues to burn bright for
generations ahead.”

The remarks have drawn both
strong support from Somalilanders

and expected criticism from those
who still dream of being part of
Somalia. They underscore growing
momentum — and controversy —
around Somaliland’s long-standing
push for sovereign recognition on
the global stage.
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diplomatic credentials to President
Isaac Herzog on Monday.

Dr. Mohamed Haji, appointed in
February, has been serving as
adviser to Somaliland President
Abdirahman Mohamed Abdullahi,
and was an architect of Israel-
Somaliland relations.

Israel in December became the
only country in the world to formally
recognize Somaliland’s
independence — something the
territory has been seeking since

restoring its sovereignty from
Somalia in 1991.

“We have built a great relationship,”
Haji said, according to the
President’s Residence, “which is a
strategic one that will pave the way
forward on many things in all

domains, whether that s
development, political cooperation,
security cooperation, and, of
course, the people-to-people
relationship.”

Hagi said that Somaliland’s people
“‘very much appreciate that Israel

Somaliland—Israel Relations: Strategic Partnership .............

became the first country to
recognize Somaliland in 1960, and
again, after 35 years of
independence and sovereignty,
Israel again became the first
country that recognized
Somaliland.”

“Our relationship is unique because
it's not just about two governments,
it's about the people of Israel and
the people of Somaliland,” he
continued. “In Somaliland, you can
see lots of Israeli flags and people
waving them in the streets and in
rural areas as well.” Ambassador
Hagi.

“| was delighted to receive the first-
ever Ambassador of Somaliland to
Israel, Mohamed Haji, who
presented  his  diplomatic
credentials this morning,” Herzog
wrote on X on Monday.
“Ambassador Haji was kind enough
to praise our orchestra, who played
the national anthem of Somaliland
for the first time ever in Israel. This
important new partnership between
our nations will bring a shared future
of cooperation in a range of fields
to the benefit of both our peoples
and the entire region,” the
president’s post read.

The new ambassadors of the
Vatican, Australia, Korea and
Vietnam were also presenting their
credentials Monday at the
President’s Residence.

Somaliland are rapidly expanding

across security, energy,
infrastructure, technology, and trade
as Jerusalem intensifies its
diplomatic outreach across Africa

The relationship between Israel and
the Republic of Somaliland is
rapidly evolving into a broad
strategic partnership
encompassing security, energy,
infrastructure, technology, and
economic cooperation, according
to Israel’s first ambassador to
Somaliland, Michael Lotem, who
described the growing ties as part
of Jerusalem’s wider diplomatic
expansion across Africa.

“They are looking to deepen
cooperation in nearly every field —
from energy and infrastructure to
technology, education, and
communications — and their desire
to work with Israel is stronger than
ever,” Lotem said in an interview with
Israeli broadcaster N12
News published Friday.

“Security discussions are naturally
part of the relationship, but our
political dialogue extends far

beyond that into many different
areas,” he added.

In December, Israel became the first
country to officially recognize the
Republic of Somaliland as an
independent and sovereign state,
marking a historic diplomatic
breakthrough for the Horn of Africa
nation, which has sought
international recognition since
reclaiming its independence in
1991.

Situated along the southern coast
of the Gulf of Aden and bordering
Djibouti, Ethiopia, and Somalia,
Somaliland has developed its own
currency, passports, military, and
democratic institutions over more
than three decades.

Unlike many states in the Horn
region, Somaliland has maintained
relative political stability, regular
elections, and a functioning security
apparatus, factors that Israeli
officials increasingly view as
strategically important amid
growing instability across the Red
Sea corridor and Sub-Saharan
Africa.

Last month, Israel formally
appointed Lotem as its first
ambassador to Somaliland
following the establishment of full
diplomatic relations between the
two governments. Lotem previously
served as Israel's ambassador to
Kenya, Uganda, Tanzania, Malawi,
and Seychelles, and had most
recently worked as a non-resident
economic ambassador focused on
Africa.

In his interview, the diplomat framed
the Somaliland relationship as part
of a broader Israeli diplomatic
initiative  throughout Africa
championed by Israeli Foreign
Minister Gideon Saar.

“Over the past several years, Israel
has invested significant diplomatic
effort in strengthening its presence
across Africa, an initiative that
Foreign Minister Gideon Saar has
strongly prioritized, and the results
are already becoming visible very
quickly,” Lotem said.

He also emphasized what he
described as substantial untapped
economic potential between the two
sides, particularly in Somaliland’s
natural resources sector, which
includes oil, gas, coal, iron, and gold
deposits.

“They are extremely interested in
partnering with Israel across the
entire minerals industry supply
chain,” Lotem said. “There are also
major opportunities in energy,
medicine, agriculture, education,
water  management,  and
communications.”

“We hope more countries will come
to recognize the strategic value and
importance of this relationship,” he
continued.

Although Israel remains the only
UN-recognized country to formally
recognize Somaliland, several
nations — including the United
Kingdom, Turkey, United Arab
Emirates, Denmark, and Kenya —
maintain liaison offices in
Somaliland, enabling diplomatic

people of Somaliland for the strong
sense of unity and solidarity
displayed during the nationwide
commemoration of May 18,
Somaliland’s National Day.

Speaking at a large gathering held
in Sweden to mark the occasion,
Hamse said Somalilanders across
the world remain united by their
shared identity, history, and future
aspirations. The event brought
together a large number of
members from the Somaliland
diaspora living in Sweden.

Addressing attendees, the Deputy
Governor emphasized that
geographical distance does not

The Republic of Somaliland Stands........

divide the people of Somaliland,
noting that citizens everywhere
stand together under one national
vision.

“Whether we are in Hargeisa,
Berbera, Barama, Burao, or here in
Sweden, we are all one people, with
one flag, one history, and we share
one destiny and one future,” Hamza
stated.

The remarks were widely
welcomed by participants at the
event, who celebrated the
significance of May 18 and
Somaliland’s continued spirit of
unity among communities both at
home and abroad.

engagement and trade cooperation
without  extending  formal
recognition.

Taiwan established formal ties with
Somaliland in 2020, creating one
of the most notable unofficial
diplomatic partnerships in recent
years.

Regional analysts increasingly view
the Israel-Somaliland partnership
as geopolitically significant,
particularly as tensions escalate in
the Red Sea and Gulf of Aden
regions amid attacks by the Iran-
backed Houthi movement in Yemen.
A report by the Institute for National
Security Studies (INSS), a leading
Israeli think tank, described
Somaliland as a potentially
important strategic partner for
Western and Israeli interests in the
region.

“Somaliland’s significance lies in its
geostrategic location and in its
willingness — as a stable,
moderate, and reliable state in a
volatile region — to work closely with
Western countries,” the report
stated.

The report added that Somaliland’s
territory could potentially serve as a
forward base for intelligence
monitoring, logistical support
operations, and broader regional
security cooperation targeting
Houthi activities across the Red Sea

corridor.

Somaliland President Abdirahman
Mohamed Abdullahi has previously
indicated that Somaliland intends to
join the Abraham Accords,
describing the move as part of efforts
to strengthen regional peace,
economic partnerships, and
international engagement.

The growing alliance comes amid
increasing concern among Israeli
and American officials over the
expansion of Islamist extremist
networks across Sub-Saharan
Africa, placing the Horn of Africa at
the center of broader geopolitical
and counterterrorism calculations.
Lotem also dismissed speculation
that Somaliland had been identified
as a destination for the organized
migration of Palestinians from Gaza,
saying he was “not aware” of any
such initiative.

Israeli officials, however, continue to
signal that additional recognition of
Somaliland by other countries could
emerge following the conclusion of
the ongoing regional conflict.

“We hope that more countries will
recognize the reality,” Lotem said,
while declining to specify which
governments may be considering
such a move.
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Somaliland President Irro Declares "New
Era Durlng Hlstorlc May 18 Celebrations

Mohamoud Walaaleye

H.E. Abdirahman Mohamed
Abdullahi Irro delivered a bold and
emotional address  during
Somaliland’s 18 May
Independence Day celebrations,
calling for national unity, economic
transformation, and renewed
international recognition efforts as
the nation marked what he
described as a historic turning
point.

Speaking before massive crowds
and international  guests
representing 25 countries,
President Irro said this year’s
celebration — held under the
theme "Recognition and
Resilience” — symbolized
Somaliland’s determination to
secure its rightful place among the
world’s nations.

The president reflected on
Somaliland’s 1991 declaration in
Burao, where leaders decided to
restore Somaliland’s
independence following the
collapse of its union with Somalia.
He described the union as a “failed
experiment” and urged the African
Union to reconsider the
recommendations made during its
2005 fact-finding mission on
Somaliland’s case.

In one of the most talked about

moments of the speech, Irro
claimed that the president of Israel
was receiving Somaliland’s
ambassador, presenting the
development as evidence of
Somaliland’s growing diplomatic
visibility —and international
engagement.

The president also appealed
directly to Somaliland’s global
diaspora, encouraging
Somalilanders living abroad to
become ambassadors for their
country by promoting Somaliland’s
achievements, stability, and
recognition campaign in the
nations where they reside.
Throughout the speech, lrro
emphasized the importance of unity
and warned against political
divisions that could weaken
Somaliland’s sovereignty and
progress.

“Our future depends on preserving
our shared nationhood,” the
president declared, expressing
confidence that Somaliland could
become “one of the richest
countries in the world” through
peace, investment, and strategic
development.

Looking ahead, Irro outlined the
government's major priorities for
2026, including:

e Securing international

recognition

e Strengthening the national
economy

e Attracting foreign
investment

e Modernizing Somaliland’s
armed forces
e Enhancing border security
and national defense

He said Somaliland has entered a
new phase of state-building and
economic development and is
positioning itself to become a key
gateway connecting Africa with
global markets.
Addressing the wider Somali
community, the president reaffirmed
that Somaliland is “a distinct nation”
that has emerged among the
Somali people through resilience,
democratic governance, and self-
determination.
Irro also urged African leaders to
reflect on the dangers of forcing
together countries and
governments that cannot coexist
peacefully, arguing that Somaliland
has already fulfilled the standards
expected of a democratic and
responsible state with clear borders,
rule of law, and political stability.
The president concluded by
praising Somaliland citizens at
home and abroad for their
patriotism and sacrifice, saying their
determination continues to
strengthen the nation’s cause.
“Today is especially meaningful,”
Irro said, “because this marks the
first May 18 commemoration
celebrated as a recognized nation.”

Israel President Hails Historic Arrival
of Somaliland’s First Ambassador

H.E. Isaac Herzog has welcomed
the first-ever Ambassador of
Somaliland to Israel, Hon.

Mohamed Hagi, after the envoy
officially presented his diplomatic

credentials during a ceremony held
in Israel.

In a statement posted on his official
Facebook page, President Herzog
said he was “delighted” to receive
Ambassador Hagi, describing the
moment as an important milestone
in the growing relationship between
Israel and Somaliland.

The Israeli president also praised
the historic occasion in which
Somaliland’s national anthem was
played for the first time ever in Israel
by an official orchestra.
Ambassador Hagi expressed
appreciation for the gesture and
commended the performance.
“This important new partnership
between our nations will bring a
shared future of cooperation in a
range of fields to the benefit of both
our peoples and the entire region,”
President Herzog stated.

The meeting marks a notable
diplomatic development as
Somaliland continues efforts to
strengthen international
partnerships and expand its global
diplomatic presence.

Feature: Between
recognition and regional
fallout: Is Ethiopia
reconsidering Somaliland
option amid Red Sea
calculus?
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Addis Abeba - As Somaliland
marked the 35th anniversary of its
declaration of independence from
Somalia on 18 May, attention across
the Horn quietly turned once again
toward Ethiopia, and the unresolved
question of whether Addis Abeba
could eventually become the
second country, after Israel, to
formally recognize Somaliland.
What had seemed politically
dormant following the collapse of
momentum around the January
2024 Ethiopia-Somaliland
memorandum of understanding
(MoU) has resurfaced amid
renewed diplomatic activity,
intensifying geopolitical competition
along the Red Sea corridor, and
Ethiopia’s continuing search for
reliable maritime access.

While no official indication has
emerged that Ethiopia is preparing
imminent recognition, recent
engagements by Foreign Minister
Gedion Timotheos in Washington
have reignited speculation that Addis
Abeba may be reassessing strategic
options that were effectively frozen
after regional backlash derailed the
MoU.

The anniversary itself carried
heightened significance. Israel’s
formal recognition of
Somaliland late last year shattered
a longstanding diplomatic taboo
and emboldened Somaliland’s
campaign for broader international
acceptance after more than three
decades of de facto self-rule.

In Hargeisa, celebrations unfolded
under the theme of “Recognition
and Resilience,” with officials
portraying Israel’s decision as a
historic breakthrough capable of
altering the diplomatic landscape
surrounding Somaliland’s status.
Yet despite months of speculation,
Ethiopia did not follow.

Instead, Addis Abeba
has maintained strategic ambiguity,
balancing its longstanding
relationship with Somaliland against
efforts to repair ties with Mogadishu
following one of the most serious
diplomatic crises the region has
faced in recent years.

That crisis erupted in January 2024

when Ethiopia signed the MoU with
Somaliland reportedly envisioning
commercial port access and a
possible naval facility along
Somaliland’s coast in exchange for

eventual recognition of
Somaliland’s statehood.
The agreement  triggered

immediate condemnation from
Somalia, which denounced it as a
violation of its sovereignty and
territorial integrity. Regional actors
including Egypt, the Arab League,
the African Union, and Turkey also
expressed concern, warning that
the deal risked destabilizing the
Horn and undermining established
continental norms on borders and
statehood.

The fallout eventually forced Addis
Abeba and Mogadishu into Turkish-
mediated rapprochement under the
Ankara Declaration, effectively
sidelining implementation of the
MoU.

But diplomats and analysts say the
strategic logic underpinning the
agreement has not disappeared.
“Ethiopia paused the Somaliland
track because the diplomatic costs
became too high at the time,” a Horn
of Africa diplomat familiar with
regional discussions told Addis
Standard. “But the underlying issue,
Ethiopia’s search for secure and
sovereign maritime access,
remains unresolved.”

That unresolved question has
increasingly become central
to Ethiopia’s foreign policy rhetoric.
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has
repeatedly framed sea access as
an existential national interest for
the landlocked country of more than
120 million people. Ethiopia
currently depends heavily on
Djibouti for commercial port
access, a reliance many
policymakers in Addis Abeba
consider strategically vulnerable
and economically costly.

Against that backdrop, Somaliland,
particularly the port of Berbera,
continues to hold significant appeal
for Ethiopian planners.

“From a purely strategic standpoint,
Somaliland offers Ethiopia

Continue on page 7
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1 question.

2 confirm. 1be present.

3 S'h(?d- tears 3 crowns head wear
4 vicinity 8 storylines.

5 travelers 10 Yeah

6 increasing 11 Support

7 U’S 14 Concern assist
9 Have a meal 17 Negative

12 Almost 18 Cause
immediately 19 Travel

13 Sun shine 22 be present

15 Nearby 24 Remains

16 Simple 26 Furthermore
22 brain power 27 Symbols

23 individual 30 United Nations in
25 Perceive or look short forms

28 possessive pronoun 31 Be there

29 Carpet 34 Atop

31 double or single 35 Stated

bed

32 Negative or nope
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Hargeisa Local Government Launches
UK-Funded Waste
Management Campaign to Tackle
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Mohamoud Walaaleye

he Hargeisa Local

Government, in partnership

with  the DTGLOBAL-
SINAAN initiative and funded by the
United Kingdom’s Foreign,
Commonwealth & Development
Office (FCDO), has officially
launched a large-scale Waste
Management and Solutions
Campaign aimed at improving
sanitation across the capital.
The initiative, which was unveiled
yesterday, will be implemented
across all nine districts of Hargeisa
as part of broader efforts to address
growing concerns over waste
accumulation and urban
cleanliness.
Speaking at the launch ceremony,
the Secretary of the Hargeisa Local
Government, Mukhtar Mohamed
Gahnug, announced that the
campaign will initially start on key
districts including Mohamud Haibe,
Mohamed Moge, and Ahmed
Dhagah.
He highlighted that the city has long
relied on monthly clean-up
exercises, traditionally held on the
last Thursday of each month, to

Citywide Trash Challenge

ﬁ’—

waste we have been dealing with,”
he said. “We extend our gratitude to
the UK government for its financial
support, and to DTGlobal and
Sinaan, who are working with us to
explore sustainable waste
solutions, including recycling and
possible waste-to-resource
systems.”

According to the Local
Government, the campaign will also
introduce structured waste
segregation at collection points,
separating waste from households
and food establishments such as
hotels and restaurants. Technical
experts will be involved to assess
and guide the process to ensure
efficiency and sustainability.
Officials emphasized that the
initiative is not only focused on
cleaning the city but also on
transforming how waste is handled
in the long term, including exploring
opportunities for recycling and
reuse.

“In the world today, waste is not
simply dumped anywhere—it is
reused and turned into value,”
Mukhtar added, underscoring the
shift toward sustainable waste

reduce waste levels. However, he
said the new program will
strengthen and expand these efforts
to better manage the increasing
waste burden facing the city.

“This campaign will help us
manage the heavy pressure of

management practices.

The campaign is expected to mark
a significant step forward in
improving public  health,
environmental cleanliness, and
urban management in Hargeisa.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: Red Bull
GmbH, an Austrian company of Am Brunnen 1, 5330 Fuschl am See, Austria. The mark
is used in the colours red and gold. and is used in connection with: Providing online
publications in the form of blogs; arranging and conducting competitions and
entertainment events for players of video, computer, electronic or interactive
multimedia games; offering and conducting contests designed to recognize, reward and
encourage individuals and groups which engage in self-improvement, self-fulfillment,
charitable, philanthropic, volunteer, public and community service and humanitarian

activities; production and publishing of multimedia entertainment; entertainment services
in the nature of production and post-production services of multimedia entertainment
content; entertainment and educational services, namely, providing non-downloadable
movies, television shows, webcasts, audiovisual, and multimedia works via the internet,
as well as information, reviews, and recommendations regarding movies, television
shows, webcasts, audiovisual, and multimedia works; providing information about online
computer games and video games via the internet and other communications networks;
entertainment services, namely, providing on-line, non-downloadable virtual clothing,
footwear, headwear, eyewear, bags, sports equipment, art, toys, accessories, protective
clothing, footwear, headwear and eyewear, event logos, automatic vending machines,
magnets, refrigerators, vehicles, clocks, blackboards, stickers, photographs, magazines.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or
company who uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise
infringes the rights of the said company.




Sunday 24 May 2026

THT

Feature: Between recognition..........c.cccu...

something no other partner
currently does: relatively stable,
geographically proximate access to
the Gulf of Aden outside Somalia’s
direct control,” said a regional
security analyst who requested
anonymity because of the sensitivity
of the issue.

According to the analyst, the recent
Washington visit by Gedion
Timotheos and senior Ethiopian
officials has revived attention
because of the political circles the
delegation engaged.

The delegation, which included
National Intelligence and Security
Service Director General Redwan
Hussein and macroeconomic
adviser Girma Birru, held high-level
discussions with U.S. Secretary of
State Marco Rubio and other
American officials as part of the
U.S.-Ethiopia Bilateral Structured
Dialogue.

Officially, discussions centered on
GERD, trade, investment, security
cooperation, and regional stability.
But particular attention focused on
Gedion’s meetings with Republican
Senator Ted Cruz, Congressman
Brian Mast, and researchers at
the Hudson Institute, circles often
viewed by Somaliland supporters as
sympathetic to Somaliland’s
strategic relevance in the Horn.

A Somaliland diplomatic source
described the meetings as
“encouraging signals.”

“There is growing understanding
internationally that Somaliland’s
stability matters for Red Sea
security,” the source said. “For
Ethiopia, the strategic value of
partnership with Somaliland has
only increased, not diminished.”
The source added that Somaliland
continues to view Ethiopia as the
‘most consequential potential
recognition” after Israel because of
Ethiopia’s regional weight and
historical ties with Hargeisa.

Still, recognition remains politically
fraught

The African Union has long
opposed Somaliland’s recognition
out of concern that altering colonial-
era borders could embolden
separatist movements elsewhere
across the continent. Diplomats say
Addis Abeba, host of AU
headquarters, faces unique
institutional pressure to avoid
undermining that consensus.
“There are limits to how far Ethiopia
can move without creating major
continental repercussions,” said an
African diplomat based in Addis
Abeba. “Recognition would not
simply affect Somalia; it would
challenge a foundational AU
principle.”

Somalia, meanwhile, has
consistently warned against any
external recognition of Somaliland
outside negotiated settlement
frameworks.

President Hassan  Sheikh
Mohamud recently reiterated calls
for regional cooperation while

emphasizing respect for sovereignty
and territorial integrity in managing
Red Sea tensions.

Turkey’s expanding  regional
role further complicates Ethiopia’s
calculations. Ankara has emerged
simultaneously as a mediator
between Somalia and Ethiopia, a
security partner to Mogadishu, and
an increasingly influential actor in
Red Sea geopolitics.

“Ethiopia now has to balance
multiple competing relationships,”
said another regional observer. “On
one side there is the long-term
strategic attraction of Somaliland
and Berbera. On the other side are
relations with Somalia, Turkey, the
AU, and Arab states that remain
firmly opposed to recognition.”
Even within Somaliland, the issue
remains sensitive

The 2024 MoU generated internal
political controversy, with critics

outreach, arguing that the territory
has fulfilled the practical
requirements of statehood through
decades of relative stability,
democratic  elections, and
functioning institutions.

For many in Hargeisa, Israel’s
recognition fundamentally altered
perceptions of what is diplomatically
possible.

“Before Israel, recognition felt
theoretical,” said the Somaliland
diplomatic source. “Now countries
are quietly reassessing their
positions, even if they are not ready
to say so publicly.”

Whether Ethiopia is among them
remains uncertain

For now, Addis Abeba appears
determined to preserve strategic
flexibility, avoiding  formal
recognition while also keeping open
channels with Somaliland as it
navigates intensifying competition

CAUTIONARY NOTICE
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over trade routes, ports, and security
influence along the Red Sea.

But as regional rivalries deepen and
Ethiopia’s maritime ambitions
remain unresolved, the Somaliland
question continues to linger at the
center of Horn geopolitics.

And despite official caution,
diplomats say one reality is
becoming increasingly difficult to
ignore: the strategic debate that
erupted with the 2024 MoU may
have slowed, but it never truly
disappeared. AS

arguing that aspects of the deal
risked compromising Somaliland’s
sovereignty despite promises of
eventual recognition.

Former Somaliland President Muse
Bihi Abdi later acknowledged that
mounting pressure from the AU, Arab
League, and major international
actors contributed to the MoU'’s
collapse before it could evolve into
a binding agreement.

Yet Somaliland’s leadership
continues to intensify diplomatic
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: Red Bull
GmbH, an Austrian company of Am Brunnen 1, 5330 Fuschl am See, Austria and is used
in connection with: Beers; mineral waters; aerated waters; non-alcoholic beverages;
fruit beverages and fruit juices; syrups for making beverages; preparations for making
non-alcoholic beverages; energy drinks; non-alcoholic beer.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or
company who uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise
infringes the rights of the said company.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: Red Bull
GmbH, an Austrian company of Am Brunnen 1, 5330 Fuschl am See, Austria. The mark
is used in the colours red and gold. and is used in connection with: umbrellas, tables,
portable bars for events, chairs, displays and advertising signs, drinking vessels, bottle
openers, tents, flags, labels, wall hangings, textile goods, alcoholic and non-alcoholic
beverages, cases and covers for smart phones, tablet computers for use in virtual
environments created for entertainment purposes; entertainment services, namely,
providing virtual environments in which users can interact for recreational, leisure or
entertainment purposes; virtual reality game services provided on-line from a computer
network; entertainment services, namely, providing online virtual reality environments,
including operating virtual sport stadiums, theatres, gaming stages or race tracks;
providing online virtual guided tours; simulated restaurant services provided in virtual
environments for entertainment purposes; rental of digital image files authenticated
by non-fungible tokens [NFTs]; Services for providing food and drink; temporary
accommodation; hotels, hostels and boarding houses, holiday and tourist
accommodation; nurseries, day-care and elderly care facilities; event facilities and
temporary office and meeting facilities; animal boarding; rental of furniture, linens and
table settings; catering.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or
company who uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise
infringes the rights of the said company.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: Red Bull
GmbH, an Austrian company of Am Brunnen 1, 5330 Fuschl am See, Austria. The mark
is used in the colours red and gold. and is used in connection with: Organisation of
conferences, exhibitions and competitions; gaming services for entertainment purposes;
audio and video production, and photography; sports and fitness; library services;
translation and interpretation; organisation of racing and sporting teams taking part in
competitions; film production, other than advertising films; game services provided
online from a computer network; providing online music, not downloadable; providing
online videos, not downloadable; providing online images, not downloadable; lending
libraries for films; sound engineering services for events; video editing services for
events; lighting technician services for events; providing user reviews for entertainment
or cultural purposes; providing user rankings for entertainment or cultural purposes;
providing user ratings for entertainment or cultural purposes; sports coaching; sports
training; organization and conducting of cultural and sporting events; operation of
sports facilities; education and training for personnel, team and organizational
development; sports club services; arranging and conducting educational conferences;
organizing exhibitions, events, and conferences in the fields of culture, entertainment,
education for non-business and non-commercial purposes; providing facilities and
equipment for playing Live Action Role Playing [LARP] games.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or
company who uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise
infringes the rights of the said company.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: Red Bull
GmbH, an Austrian company of Am Brunnen 1, 5330 Fuschl am See, Austria. The mark
is used in the colours red and gold. and is used in connection with: Preparations made
from cereals; bread; pastries; baked goods, confectionery, chocolate and desserts; ice
cream, sorbets and other edible ices; sugars, natural sweeteners, sweet coatings and
fillings, bee products, and edible decorations; honey; treacle; yeast; baking-powder;
edible salt; seasonings; condiments; food flavourings; mustard; vinegar; sauces; spices;
ice (frozen water); pizza; pies; popcorn; sandwiches; processed grains, starches, and
goods made thereof, baking preparations and yeasts; artificial sweeteners for culinary
purposes; saccharin for culinary purposes; aspartame for culinary purposes; sugar
substitutes for culinary purposes; roasted coffee beans; unroasted coffee beans; chocolate
based drinks; coffee based drinks; tea-based beverages; iced tea [tea-based beverages];
pralines; chewing gums; cereal based snack foods; candies; beers; mineral waters; aerated
waters; non-alcoholic beverages; fruit beverages and fruit juices; syrups for making
beverages; preparations for making non-alcoholic beverages; energy drinks; non-
alcoholic beer; alcoholic beverages [except beers]; spirits; liqueurs; wine; cider; pre-
mixed alcoholic beverages; preparations for making alcoholic beverages; alcoholic
seltzers; alcoholic energy drinks; tobacco and tobacco products (including substitutes);
smokers’ articles; matches; flavourings for tobacco; ashtrays; tobacco containers and
humidors; lighters for smokers; personal vaporisers and electronic cigarettes and
flavourings and solutions therefor; hookahs; education; providing of training;
entertainment; sporting and cultural activities; publishing, reporting, and writing of
texts.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or
company who uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise
infringes the rights of the said company.
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NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: Red Bull
GmbH, an Austrian company of Am Brunnen 1, 5330 Fuschl am See, Austria. The mark
is used in the colours red and gold. and is used in connection with: Services for providing
food and drink; temporary accommodation; hotels, hostels and boarding houses, holiday
and tourist accommodation; nurseries, day-care and elderly care facilities; event facilities
and temporary office and meeting facilities; animal boarding; rental of furniture, linens
and table settings; catering; games; playthings; gymnastic articles; sporting articles and
equipment; decorations for Christmas trees; festive decorations, party novelties and
artificial Christmas trees; fairground and playground apparatus; toys; novelty toys for
parties; abdomen protectors for sports; balls for sports; gaming machines for gambling;
apparatus for games; video game machines; arcade video game machines; amusement
machines automatic and coin-operated; slot machines [gaming machines]; hand held
video games; hand-held games with liquid crystal displays; scale model vehicles; toy
vehicles; drones [toys]; video game consoles; hand-held consoles for playing video
games; bags especially designed for surfboards; bags especially designed for skis; bags
specially adapted for sports equipment; educational games; gaming keyboards; gaming
mice; coffee, teas and cocoa and substitutes therefor; rice, pasta and noodles; tapioca;
sago; flour.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or
company who uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise
infringes the rights of the said company.




