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President Abdirahman Irro: ‘We have done our part’

Now it’s time for the world to recognize us and unlock our future, he says

‘ Mohamoud Walaaleye
n an exclusive Financial Times
interview from Hargeisa,
Republic of Somaliland
President H.E. Abdirahman
Mohamed Abdillahi (Irro) declared
that his nation has successfully
completed its internal state-building
chapter and has decisively entered
a bold new era: the pursuit of full
international recognition.

Continue on Page 2

Somallland Unve|Is Innovative Diaspora Portal:
A Digital Bridge Uniting Homeland and Global
Community for Shared Prosperity

Mohamoud Walaaleye
n an energizing ceremony at the
iconic Jees Hotel, the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation of the Republic of

Continue on Page 2

Somaliland’s Central Bank Deputy Governor
Leads High-Level Fintech Mission at Global
Incluswe F|nance Summit in Rwanda

Mohamoud Walaaleye
he Deputy Governor of the
Central Bank of Somaliland,

Mr. Hamse Abdirahman

Continue on Page 2

Ministry of Finance Completes Six-Day Training on

Strategic Communications and Institutional Messaging
; Mohamoud Walaaleye

tate Minister of the Ministry of

Finance and Economic

Development of the Republic
of Somaliland, Hon. Ismail Mawliid
Abdilahi, on Thursday closed a six-

day training workshop organised for
personnel of the ministry’s Public

Continue on Page 2

Somaliland’s BerberaPort Positions Itself
asa Key Hub In the Horn of Africa

Mohamoud Walaaleye
he Republic of Somaliland
recognized only by Israel as a
sovereign state, is actively
pursuing greater integration into
global markets to drive economic

growth and development. This
ambition is vividly illustrated by

Continue on Page 3
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Berbera General Hospltal
Establishes Nursing Training Center

Osman Erdlnc EIsek The
billionaire Turkish refugee facing
legal battles in Kenya

M|n|stry of Educatlon Approves
Literacy and Numeracy Curriculum

__ for Non Formal Education Program

Somallland Slgns Contract to
Electrify Schools Nationwide
"oy s
g 'A-'il;_;f_ -

KEY reason why the West
should recognise Somaliland now
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President Abdirahman Irro........

Reflecting on Somaliland’s
remarkable grassroots origins,
Abdirahman Irro vividly recounted
the journey: “In Somaliland, people
met under the shade of trees. They
made their own peace. Then they
made the constitution. They have
held free and fair elections.”

He described this rare African

success story as a genuine
collaboration between citizens and
successive governments, one that
has delivered decades of stability,
democratic governance, and
economic self-reliance since
reclaimed its independence from
Somalia in 1991.
Yet the single greatest obstacle
remains starkly clear. “We made our
half,” Irro stated bluntly. “Lack of
recognition means little access to
world markets.”

He explained how this long-
standing exclusion  blocks
affordable global banking, inflates
costs for trade and remittances, and
chokes foreign direct investment —
imposing a heavy, ongoing price on
a nation that has proven it can
govern and sustain itself,

Despite the barriers, Somaliland
stands out for its resilience and
ingenuity. The government funds
roughly 93% of its budget through
domestic revenues — a level of self-
sufficiency that surpasses many
recognized African states. Livestock
shipments to the Gulf drive about
70% of trade, while remittances fuel
one-third of the estimated $4.28
billion GDP. Private investment has
fueled tangible progress, most
notably DP World’s $450 million
transformation of Berbera port,

recently crowned sub-Saharan
Africa’s most efficient by the World
Bank — though it still runs at only
about 25% capacity due to

recognition-linked market
restrictions.

Recent diplomatic wins are fueling
fresh  momentum: Israel’s

groundbreaking recognition in
December 2025 (the first formal
acknowledgment of Somaliland’s
independence) and the landmark
2024 port-access deal with
Ethiopia. Abdirahman Irro views
these as gateways to deeper trade,
investment, and strategic alliances.
Looking forward, the president
emphasized the critical imperative
of generating jobs for Somaliland’s
vibrant youth cohort — roughly 4
million strong — to stem emigration
and harness their energy for
accelerated growth. He positioned
international recognition not merely
as a political aspiration, but as an
essential economic catalyst to
amplify private-sector successes
already underway, from new Coca-
Cola bottling facilities to Emirati-
backed logistics hubs.

Through this interview, President
Irro presents Somaliland as a
proven, stable, and investment-
ready partner in the Horn of Africa
— one now energetically calling on
the international community to
match its achievements with formal
recognition and help unleash its full
economic promise.

Somaliland’s Central Bank Deputy........ccocueees

Khayre, headed a powerful
delegation that made a strong
appearance at one of the world’s
premier fintech gatherings: the
Inclusive Fintech Forum (IFF) 2026
and MojaCom 30, held in
Rwanda'’s vibrant capital.

Drawing over 3,000 delegates from
more than 80 countries, the

landmark conference brought

together  central  bankers,
government leaders, fintech
innovators, global financial

institutions, and leading experts to
shape the future of inclusive digital
finance.

During the high-profile event, Deputy
Governor Khayre and his team
engaged in a series of strategic
bilateral meetings with international
counterparts, central bank officials,
and technology pioneers. The
discussions centered on three
critical pillars for Somaliland’s
economic future:

-Modernization and digitization of
the national payment system.
-Rapid expansion of secure,
accessible digital financial services.
-Strengthening core financial
infrastructure to fuel sustainable
growth and economic resilience.
The participation underscores
Somaliland’s growing ambition to
integrate into the global digital
finance ecosystem, attract strategic
partnerships, and accelerate
domestic fintech innovation to better
serve citizens and businesses alike.

Ministry of Finance Completes Six-Day Training.............

Somaliland Unveils.......cveervnnens

Somaliland proudly launched the
Somaliland Diaspora Portal and
Mapping Database. This cutting-
edge online platform represents a
bold, forward-looking initiative to
connect the homeland directly with
its vibrant diaspora scattered across
the world.

The event, themed “Connecting
Somaliland with its Global
Diaspora,” brought together high-
ranking government officials,
respected academics, diplomats,
and diaspora members in a display
of unity and optimism. Attendees
celebrated what many described as
a game-changing tool for national
advancement.

“This portal opens a direct channel
for our diaspora to stay updated on
government developments and
access vital services from various
ministries in real time,” declared
Ugbad Nassir Omar, Director of the
Diaspora Department at the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs. “We are
committed to creating an efficient,
inclusive system that empowers
Somalilanders abroad to engage
meaningfully with their country’s
progress.”

Mohamed Abdirahman Hassan,
Director General of the Ministry,
underscored the diaspora’s
enduring importance: “Our global
Somaliland community has long
been a driving force in development
and diplomacy. The Diaspora
Database Portal is a strategic leap

to reinforce these vital connections,
mobilizing their expertise, insights,
and economic contributions to fuel
Somaliland’s  growth  and
resilience.”

Minister Abdirahman Dahir Aaden
reflected on the diaspora’s
historical sacrifices: “From our
hard-fought struggle for recognition
and independence, the diaspora
stood as the unwavering backbone
of Somaliland. This new platform
solidifies that profound bond,
streamlining access to information,
services, and opportunities while
nurturing lasting partnerships
between the government and its
worldwide family.”

At its core, the portal features an
advanced mapping database that
will ~ systematically register
Somalilanders globally—gathering
details on  demographics,
professional skills, expertise, and
investment interests.  This
comprehensive registry is poised to
unlock powerful avenues for
economic investment, knowledge
sharing, diplomatic advocacy, and
collective nation-building efforts.
The launch arrives at a pivotal
moment for Somaliland, as
international engagement
accelerates and the diaspora’s role
evolves from supporters to co-
architects of the nation’s future. With
this dynamic digital gateway now
live, Somaliland embarks on an
exciting new chapter of inclusive,
diaspora-powered development
and global solidarity.

Relations and Information
Department.

The intensive programme aimed to
upgrade the professional
knowledge and practical skills of
staff, enabling them to perform their
responsibilities more effectively and
competently.

Over the course of the training,
participants were trained in strategic
communication planning, optimal
use of different media platforms,
contemporary customer service
techniques, and other vital methods
for  strengthening public
engagement and ensuring
accurate, timely dissemination of
information about the ministry’s
policies and activities.

Delivering remarks at the closing
ceremony, State Minister Ismail

Mawliid congratulated the
participants for their commitment
and active engagement. He urged
them to apply the lessons learned
directly in their everyday work and
underscored the strategic
importance of maintaining a
capable, proactive public relations
unit that can build trust and maintain
clear, open communication with the
public and key stakeholders.

The workshop is one of several
ongoing capacity-building initiatives
by the Ministry of Finance and
Economic Development intended
to raise staff performance, improve
the quality of public services, and
reinforce principles of transparency
and good governance.
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Soaliland's Berbe

major infrastructure projects and
private sector initiatives, as
highlighted in a recent Financial
Times report by correspondent
William Wallis following his visit to
Hargeisa.

At the heart of Somaliland’s
economic aspirations lies the Port
of Berbera, a strategic deep-water
facility on the Gulf of Aden.
Modernized with a $450 million
investment from Dubai-based DP
World, the port is undergoing
significant expansion. Currently
operating at around 25% of its
capacity since becoming fully
operational in 2021, Berbera is
poised for rapid growth. DP World
has committed to doubling the
port’s size once it reaches 75%
utilization, aiming to elevate its role
as a vital commercial and logistics
center for the region. Officials
describe it as preparing to serve as
a key supply chain hub amid busy
global shipping lanes.

The port’s development
complements broader efforts to
overcome longstanding
challenges. Somaliland reclaimed
its independence in 1991 following
the collapse of the Somali state,
marking 35 vyears of self-
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governance without substantial

international aid. Home to
approximately 6.2 million people,
the territory has rebuilt itself
remarkably, generating over 93% of
government revenue domestically,
according to the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.

Economic constraints persist,
however, due to limited access to
international financial systems.
Livestock exports to the Gulf
account for about 70% of the
economy, while diaspora
remittances contribute roughly one-
third to the country’s $4.28 billion
GDP, per Ministry of Finance data.
A landmark diplomatic
breakthrough came late last year
when Israel became the first—and
so far only—UN member state to
formally recognize Somaliland’s
independence on December 26,
2025. This move has ignited
national optimism and hopes for
expanded  cooperation in
agriculture,  banking, and
technology. Somaliland’s leaders
anticipate that Israel’s recognition
could encourage other nations to
follow, bolstered by the territory’s
legal argument:. it gained
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independence from Britain in 1960
before a short-lived, unratified union
with Somalia.

Private enterprise reflects this
resilience. On the outskirts of
Hargeisa stands Somaliland
Beverage Industries’ Coca-Cola
bottling plant, established in 2012
with an initial $17 million
investment. Founder Ahmed
Osman Guelleh has expanded
operations to include milk and flour
production, investing up to £35
million from family businesses
without external loans. Despite
operating challenges—such as the
absence of robust international
insurance and major global
banks—Guelle secured a formal
“recognition letter” from Coca-Cola,
underscoring Somaliland’s status
as a functioning state.

Guelle’s primary motivation is job
creation for the country’s youthful
population. Similarly, Ismail Ahmed,
founder of WorldRemit, notes that
while small remittances flow easily,
larger corporate transfers remain
difficult.

As Berbera continues its
transformation—handling growing
vessel traffic and targeting
expanded capacity—the port
symbolizes Somaliland’s
determination to overcome
isolation. With strategic location,
domestic revenue strength, and
emerging diplomatic ties,
Somaliland is positioning itself as
an emerging economic player in the
Horn of Africa, even as it navigates
the complexities of limited global
recognition.

Berbera General Hospital ........c.cicimiminiiinnanrinnananan,

Hospital Director Explains Key Achievements and Healthcare Improvements

By M.A. Egge

The Director General of Berbera
General Hospital, Dr. Ahmed
Muse Ibrahim (Hanaf), has
provided detailed insights into
the recent progress and
development initiatives
implemented at the hospital
over the past year.

Speaking during an exclusive
interview with our sister paper
Dawan, the director revealed
significant achievements and
improvements made to
enhance healthcare services.
These include reopening
previously closed wards,
renovating older hospital
buildings, improving the
capacity of medical staff, and
strengthening emergency
healthcare services.

Dr. Ahmed noted that the hospital
has expanded both the quality
and scope of healthcare
services provided to the
community. Currently, four
specialized doctors are working
at the hospital, addressing
several critical medical needs

that  previously  lacked
specialized care.

He added that emergency
services have also been
strengthened, and medical
teams have been dispatched to
remote areas across the Sahil
region to deliver healthcare
services to underserved
communities.

Training Center for Nurses and
Midwives

According to the director, the
hospital has established a
training and professional
development center for nurses
and midwives serving the Sabhil
region.

He expressed gratitude to the
residents of Berbera for their
strong participation in a recent

national blood donation
campaign, praising the
community’s willingness to
donate blood to support patients
in emergency situations. He said
the hospital has now stored
significant blood reserves to
assist in saving lives during
critical cases.

Renovations and Service
Improvements

Reflecting on achievements
during his tenure, the director
said, “We carried out renovations
on several older sections of the
hospital building. We also
reopened the male and female

fever wards, which had been
closed for a long period.”

He explained that a new internal
passageway connecting the two
main sections of the hospital has
been constructed. Previously,
movement between the two
sections required passing
through the tuberculosis (TB)
section, which posed a risk of
infection. The new passageway
helps reduce the risk of airborne
transmission.

Medical Staff Training

Dr. Ahmed emphasized that staff
training has been strengthened,
with  weekly professional
development programs for
healthcare workers.

Four doctors have been sent for
specialized ultrasound training,
while six doctors and eight
nurses received training in
emergency and critical care
management, supported by the
WHC health program.

He also noted improvements in
hospital data management:
“The hospital laboratory’s data
system has been modernized
and computerized using the
WHC Health Information System.”
In addition, the hospital has
established an Emergency
Response Team capable of
responding quickly to accidents,
disease outbreaks, and other
urgent health situations.
Medical teams are also
dispatched to rural communities
outside Berbera when outbreaks
occur. For example, response
teams were recently sent to the
villages of Biyoolay and Beeyo
Daadeer to manage diarrhoea
outbreaks.

Oxygen Supply to far Regions
The director further revealed that
Berbera Hospital supplies
medical oxygen to several
distant towns, including Erigavo,
El-Afweyn, Garadag, and
Aynabo, thanks to the hospital’s
oxygen production plant, which
meets both the hospital’s needs
and those of the wider Sabhil

region.
Free Health Services for
Students
The hospital has also

collaborated with Adna Adan
University and the Berbera
Municipality to provide free
medical services to students
from five schools in the city.
Additionally, a new building within
the hospital compound has been
prepared to house the Sahil
Regional Institute for Nursing and
Midwifery Training.

Community Support in Blood
Donation

When asked about the
community’s role in the national
blood donation campaign, Dr.
Ahmed said the participation was
overwhelming.

He explained that the hospital
successfully met its blood
donation targets, with strong
participation from regional and
district officials, community
leaders, and residents.

“Many residents of Berbera
regularly donate blood voluntarily
and remain connected to the
hospital. This is not the first blood
donation campaign we have
conducted, as we have
organized similar drives several
times before.”

24-Hour Healthcare Services
Responding to a question about
service availability, the director
confirmed that Berbera General
Hospital operates around the
clock.

‘Al departments at the hospital
operate 24 hours a day. Patients
can receive care at any time,
whether day or night, as medical
staff and doctors work in shifts”,
he noted.

Specialist Doctors at the Hospital
Currently, the hospital employs
four specialist doctors, including:
An orthopaedic specialist

A general surgeon
An emergency
specialist

A paediatrician
While these specialists have
improved service delivery, the
director acknowledged that the
hospital still needs more
specialized doctors.

Support for Low-Income Patients
Dr. Ahmed emphasized that the
national healthcare policy
prioritizes accessibility rather
than profit.

Patients who cannot afford
treatment are assessed
individually. Those unable to pay
for examinations, medications, or
surgeries are fully exempted from
charges, while others contribute
according to their financial ability.
“Patients who cannot afford
treatment receive all necessary
services free of charge”, he said.
Future Plans

Looking ahead, the hospital aims
to further improve healthcare
services in line with the national
health policy of Somaliland’s
Ministry of Health Development.
One of the hospital’s top priorities
is acquiring an CT Scan machine,
which the director said would
significantly enhance diagnostic
capabilities and improve
healthcare services at Berbera
General Hospital.

The elaborations expressed by
the hospital chief is greatly
welcomed and quite a morale
booster for the area residents
and the nation at large as far as
such  tangible  positive
developments are concerned in
the in the basic social healthcare
services are dispensed.

medicine
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Osman Erdinc Elsek:

Kenyan security agencies have
intensified efforts to revoke the
refugee status of Turkish national
Osman Erdinc Elsek, a real estate
developer based on the Kenyan
coast, paving the way for potential
deportation.

Elsek, who arrived in Kenya in 2008
and was granted refugee status
after fleeing Turkey, faces
allegations of contacts with the
Somali militant group Al-Shabaab
and possible involvement in
terrorism financing. Security
officials state that investigations
have traced multiple visits by Elsek
to Al-Shabaab-controlled areas in
Somalia, alongside suspicious
financial transactions linked to his
businesses.

The allegations were publicly
highlighted on March 14, 2026, by
security sources and analysts, who
described Elsek as a potential threat
to national safety. Kenyan anti-
terrorism units have recommended
cancellation of his refugee
protection under relevant sections
of the Refugees Act, with formal
notification sent to the United
Nations refugee agency.

Elsek, a prominent coastal property
developer and construction
company owner, previously faced
terrorism-related charges in
February 2026. He appeared before
a Mombasa court alongside
another Turkish national, Gokmen
Sandikci, accused of Al-Shabaab
membership, illegal firearm
possession (including a Glock
pistol recovered in Kilifi County),
collecting information for terrorist
acts, and assault. Both were
released on bond—Sh1 million for

Elsek and Sh500,000 for
Sandikci—after denying the
charges.

Earlier reports indicate Elsek has
faced other legal issues in Kenya

since 2008, including past
associations with the Fethullah
Gulen movement and accusations
of insulting Turkish President
Recep Tayyip Erdogan.

Elsek has denied all terrorism-
related accusations, describing
them as politically motivated.
Investigations remain ongoing, with
forensic audits of his financial
activities continuing.

The case reflects Kenya’s broader
counter-terrorism  operations
targeting perceived threats linked to
Al-Shabaab, the group responsible
for multiple attacks in the country
over the past decade.

Ministry of Education A

. al

The Ministry of Education and
Science has officially approved a
new Literacy and Numerac
Curriculum developed specifically
for Non-Formal Education.

The curriculum, prepared by the
National Curriculum Development
Centre, underwent extensive
preparation including research,
expert consultations, and thorough
quality reviews to ensure it meets
the educational needs of the target
population.

According to Mr. Mohamed Abdi
Osman, Director of National
Curriculum Development, the Non-
Formal Education program is
structured in three levels. The
approved first level focuses on the
two core subjects: Somali
Language (reading and writing) and
Mathematics.

Funded by the World Bank through
the RAJO LAABO Project, the
initiative will train 1,000 girls and will
be rolled out in five districts:
Hargeisa, Burao, Odweyne,
Salahley, and Baligubadle.

Mr. Mohamed Omar Ismail,
Director of Education Quality
Assurance, emphasized the
curriculum’s critical role in
enhancing the quality of non-formal
education and building

foundational literacy and numeracy
skills.

Maroodi-Jeeh Regional Governor
Mr. Khadar Abdi Ibrahim highlighted
the urgent need to provide second-
chance learning opportunities—
especially for girls—to equip

PPIOVES....uuirensrsmssssmnsssnnssssnssnnnns

community members with essential
life and development skills.

Mr. Mustafa, a representative from
CARE International, spoke on the
importance of strong partnerships
between government institutions
and international organizations to
reach individuals seeking second-
chance education.

The approval ceremony was
officially opened by Minister of
Education, Prof. Ismail Duale Yusuf,
who commended the experts
involved in developing the
curriculum. The Minister stated that
its implementation will significantly
contribute to reducing illiteracy rates
and strengthening education
programs for girls, with teacher
training to be conducted to deliver
the program effectively.

Somaliland’s Ministry of Energy and
Minerals has signed a contract to
provide electricity to schools across
several regions of the country as part
of efforts to improve access to
reliable energy in the education
sector.

The agreement was formally signed
by Director General of the ministry
Dr. Shuayb Osman Mahmoud in a
ceremony attended by Minister of
Energy and Minerals Eng. Ahmed

Somaliland Signs Contract.......

Jama Barre at the ministry’s
headquarters in Hargeisa.

The project will supply electricity to
57 schools located in the regions
of Maroodi-Jeex, Awdal, Saahil,
Togdeer and Sanaag, according to
the ministry.

Officials said the initiative aims to
enhance the quality of education by
ensuring schools have adequate
and reliable electricity, enabling
extended learning hours and

The KEY reason why...........coreeanes

Standing on the docks of Berbera
on the Gulf of Aden, it quickly
becomes clear why this quiet
port town sits at the centre of a
much larger geopolitical
conversation.

| travelled to Somaliland as part
of my reporting mission for Rebel
News, aiming to uncover what the
truth about a functioning
democracy that the world has
largely ignored for more than
three decades. On the ground in
Berbera, | spoke with Maftouh, a
local port worker who believes
international recognition is long
overdue.

“Somaliland reclaimed its
sovereignty in 1991 from the
Somali state,” Maftouh explained
as ships moved through the busy
harbour behind us. “In more than
three decades, we built our own
government, our own economy
and our own military
infrastructure,” he said. “And
more importantly, we built peace
and stability.”

Somaliland declared
independence from Somalia
after the collapse of the Somali
government in 1991. Since then,
it has operated with its own
political institutions, elections and
security forces, though it remains
largely unrecognised
internationally.

For Maftouh, the port of Berbera
is one of the clearest examples
of what Somaliland has managed
to achieve.

“‘Berbera port is a strategic
location in the Gulf of Aden where
30 per cent of global trade

passes” he said

The port has undergone a major
transformation over the past

decade after international
investment helped expand and
modernise the facility. According
to Maftouh, the changes have
turned it into a key logistics hub
for the region.

“We now have an additional 400-
metre quay and some of the
latest equipment in the port,” he
said.

But the significance of Berbera
extends beyond shipping lanes.
Maftouh says its location makes
it a critical gateway to landlocked
Ethiopia, one of Africa’s largest
and fastest-growing markets.
‘We also have the Berbera
corridor, which connects
Somaliland and Ethiopia ... 120
million consumers,” he said.

To supporters of Somaliland’s
independence, that economic
potential is exactly why Western
governments should take the
territory more seriously.

When | asked Maftouh what
message he would send to
Western leaders watching this
report, his answer was direct. “If
the leaders of the West could
watch this now, we would say to
them: please follow the same
path that Israel did,” he said.

He believes recognition would
not just benefit Somaliland, but
also its international partners.
“Since the United States is one
of the greatest countries on the
face of Earth, we would like to
have a mutual benefit for both
nations,” Maftouh said. “And get
the recognition of Somaliland.”
Avi Yemani-Rebel News.

allowing classes and educational
activities to continue both during the
day and evening.

The project is funded by the World
Bank and will be implemented by
the Ministry of Energy and Minerals
in cooperation with the Ministry of
Education, Culture and Science.
As part of the programme, solar
energy systems and battery storage
will be installed at the schools to
provide  sustainable  and
environmentally friendly electricity.
The systems will support the use of
modern educational equipment

such as computers, lighting and
digital learning screens.

Minister Ahmed Jama Barre urged
the contractor responsible for the
project to maintain high standards
of quality and complete the work
within the agreed timeframe so that
the schools can benefit from
reliable and clean electricity.

The contractor also pledged to
complete the project according to
the required standards and within
the designated schedule to ensure
that the targeted schools receive
dependable solar-powered
electricity.




Sunday 15 March 2026

THT

5

Government Delegation Meets Sanaag
Elders to Boost Peace and Development

— -

Mohamoud Walaaleye

A high-level government delegation
from the Republic of Somaliland
held important consultations with
traditional elders and community
leaders in eastern Sanaag region
on advancing peace, security, and
development.

The delegation included Minister
of Investment and Industry Said
Sheikh Mohamed Buraale, Minister
of Fisheries and Marine Resources
Ali Jama Bured, and Deputy
Minister of Religious Affairs and
Endowments Jamal Jama Hamud.

Discussions  centered on
strengthening social cohesion,
consolidating peace and security,
and accelerating development
initiatives in Erigavo and across the
Sanaag region.

At the conclusion of the meeting,
both the ministers and the elders
agreed to form a small joint
committee  responsible  for
coordinating efforts to develop the
city of Erigavo and reinforce stability
in the area.

The gathering underscores the
Somaliland government’s
continued engagement with
traditional leadership to address
local priorities and promote
inclusive progress in one of the
country’s key northern regions.

Kremlin: US Easing of Russian
Oil Sanctions Aligns Interests
Amid Middle East Conflict

The Kremlin stated that Russian
and American interests have
converged following the Trump
administration’s temporary easing
of sanctions on purchases of
Russian oil, a move linked to
escalating tensions in the Iran-
related conflict in the Middle East.
Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
told Reuters that Washington’s
decision represents “a step toward
stabilizing energy markets,”
resulting in the alignment of US and
Russian interests.

Global oil prices have risen sharply
in recent days as fighting intensifies
across the region.

On Tuesday, the United States
granted countries permission to buy
Russian oil and petroleum products
previously restricted by

sanctions.US Treasury Secretary
Scott Bessent described the
authorization as a short-term
measure “to promote stability in
global energy markets” during the
ongoing conflict. The waiver is set
to remain in effect until April 11.

Russian economic envoy Kirill
Dmitriev welcomed the

development, stating on Telegram
that “the United States is effectively
acknowledging what is obvious:
without Russian oil, the global
energy market will not remain
stable.

“Russia views the 30-day period as
an initial step and continues to seek
a longer-term lifting of sanctions.

Ministry of Resettlement Distributes Food
Aid to 250 Displaced Families in Gablley

Mohamoud Walaaleye

The Ministry of Resettlement and
Humanitarian Affairs of the
Republic of Somaliland, in
collaboration with Al-Wadaniya
Company, has delivered emergency
food assistance to 250 vulnerable
displaced families residing in
displacement camps in Gabiley
city.

The aid packages, consisting of
flour and dates, were specifically
provided to support the basic
nutritional needs of households
living in the camps.

The distribution was overseen by
the Ministry’s Director General, Mr.
Mukhtar Abdi Jama (Baaxo). The
event was also attended by the
Mayor of Gabiley and the Governor
of Gabiley Region, who actively
participated in monitoring the
process and encouraging the
smooth delivery of the assistance.
Local officials expressed sincere
appreciation to the Ministry of
Resettlement and Humanitarian
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Affairs and to Al-Wadaniya Company
for their continued commitment and

support to the displaced
communities in the Gabiley Region.

Somaliland Ministry of
Finance Concludes Internal
Audit Training for 30 Officers

By Mohamoud Walaaleye

he Minister of State for

Finance and Economic

Development, Hon. Ismail
Mowlid Abdillahi, on Tuesday
officially closed a specialized
training workshop organized for 30
officers from the Ministry’s Internal
Audit Department.

The training formed part of the
Ministry’s ongoing strategy to
strengthen staff capacity and
professional development.
Participants received intensive
instruction on key areas including
internal audit procedures, risk
assessment, compliance
monitoring of financial regulations,
and the formulation of practical
recommendations to enhance
operational efficiency and
administrative processes.

The Ministry of Finance has
identified the strengthening of
internal audit functions as a top
priority, describing the department

as the cornerstone of public
financial accountability, national
asset protection, and citizen
confidence in  government
institutions. The Internal Audit
Department plays a central role in
preventing financial irregularities,
combating corruption, and
ensuring full adherence to
Somaliland’s legal and regulatory
framework governing public
finances.

Speaking at the closing ceremony,
Minister of State Ismail praised the
participants for their dedication and
active engagement throughout the
program. He congratulated them on
their commitment to professional
growth and presented each officer
with a certificate of completion.

The Ministry reaffirmed its
continued investment in building a
robust, skilled, and integrity-driven
internal audit workforce to support
transparent and effective public
financial management in
Somaliland.

Somaliland Heritage Sites Face
Neglect and Rapid Deterioration,
Former Official Warns

By Mohamoud Walaaleye

A former explorer and heritage site
investigator has raised alarm over
the accelerating decay of the
Republic of Somaliland’s ancient
archaeological and tourism sites,
accusing successive
administrations of mismanagement
and neglect. Mohamed Abdi Ali, the
Hargeisa-based ex-exploration
officer, was the first person to bring
to limelight the ancient rock art site
of Laas Geel and more than 250
other heritage locations scattered
across various regions of
Somaliland.

Unfortunately, the individual who
possessed the deepest expertise on
the country’s archaeological sites
and their locations was not
appointed as the primary official
responsible for heritage protection
and as the leading expert in the field.
Instead, he was forcibly retired from
the position he held some time back
and replaced by people who have
no knowledge whatsoever of the
heritage sites or any experience
regarding the locations where they
are situated. In a public statement
addressed to the Ministry of
Commerce, Industry and Tourism,
the Hargeisa-based cultural
headquarters, and the House of
Representatives, Mohamed Abdi Ali
claims Somaliland possesses more
than 250 significant heritage and
tourism locations. These include
rare archaeological remains,
extinct bird species that survive only
in Somaliland, unique plant life
unknown elsewhere in the world,
pristine white-sand beaches,

mountainous landscapes, and
healthy natural environments.

According to Ali, during the
presidency of Dahir Riyale Kahin
(2003-2010), approximately 60 key
sites across the country were
assigned dedicated guards. Over
the intervening years, however,
many of those personnel have either
passed away or reached advanced
age, and replacements have been
inadequate, he alleges.

The former official further states that
more than 20 guards have recently
been retired under the current
administration, He describes the
affected workers as now
“‘wandering in confusion,” warning
that the unprotected sites will soon
suffer irreversible damage.

Ali ~ holds  Civil  Service
Commission—accountable for
what he calls a “crime” against
Somaliland’s cultural and natural
patrimony. He asserts that the past
32 years of independence have
seen repeated warnings ignored,
and that serious loss of heritage and
tourism assets could occur within
a very short time if urgent protective
measures are not taken.

The statement concludes with an
appeal to relevant ministries and
parliament to intervene immediately
to safeguard the country’s
irreplaceable historical and
ecological assets.

No immediate official response
from the Ministry of Commerce,
Industry and Tourism or the
Somaliland government had been
issued at the time of publication.
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Prepaired by: Abdillahi Said Muhummed |

Across

1learner

7 get off

8 examination

11 clarify/study

12 attention/upkeep
15 warning

17 short form of
doctor

18 planets

20 folk songs

22 Pronoun

23 lunches

24 Air

25 teem down

26 last words of the
alphabet

27 affirmatives

28 human knees

DOWN

2. DRIVE/MOVE
3. Lay to rest/ go
into

4. each one

5. therefore

6. Kind of fruits
9. worrying

10. Towering
13. Area

14. Confidence
16. Mamas /
mask

19. Sneezing
21. matches
25. Decade

Previous Answer

COOPERATION AGREEMENT
BETWEEN SHIELD LAW FIRM &
R-DHAWR LAW FIRM

The United Arab Emirates announced an
additional $1.2 billion in support for Gaza
during the first meeting of the Board of
Peace chaired by U.S. President Donald
Trump in Washington.

H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs, unveiled the
pledge during the high-level gathering
of regional leaders and international
officials focused on post-war
reconstruction and long-term regional
stability.

“Mr. President, thank you for gathering
us today. | really hope that the beginning
of Ramadan will give us all guidance
towards peace, coexistence and living
in prosperity with each other,” Sheikh
Abdullah said.

He noted that since the outbreak of war
following the October 7 attacks, the UAE
has provided nearly $3 billion in
humanitarian assistance to the Palestinian
people in Gaza.

“Today, Mr. President, the UAE
announces a further US$1.2 billion for
supporting Gaza through the Board of
Peace,” he said.

Sheikh Abdullah credited U.S. leadership
for convening the initiative, stating that
the Board would not have been
assembled without President Trump’s
efforts to mobilize regional leaders toward
ending the war and advancing
reconstruction frameworks.

The meeting brought together heads of
state, senior officials and international
decision-makers as part of coordinated
efforts to activate peace mechanisms and
establish sustainable pathways for Gaza's
recovery.

Sheikh Abdullah’s participation marked
the beginning of a working visit to the
United States, underscoring what officials
described as the depth of the strategic
partnership between Abu Dhabi and
Washington.

Also attending were Reem Al Hashimy,
UAE Minister of State for International
Cooperation, and Yousef Al Otaiba, UAE
Ambassador to the United States.

The latest pledge reinforces the UAE’s
position as one of the leading contributors
to humanitarian and reconstruction efforts
in Gaza.

Hudson Institute: Why the US and Its Allies
Should Follow Israel’'s Lead and
Recognize Somaliland

Somaliland, a small territory on the Gulf
of Aden, has long sought independence
yetreceived little international attention.
But on December 26, 2025, Israel
announced its official recognition of the
enclave as a sovereign state.

Israel’s announcement went largely
unnoticed—until it met a wave of
international condemnations. Despite this
pushback, Jerusalem’s recognition of
Somaliland could transform the Red Sea
and Horn of Africa’s geopolitical balance
and global trade flows.

Israel's decision is neither hasty nor
provocative. Itis historically, legally, and
strategically coherent. Further, Western
nations’ hesitancy to follow suit reveals
contradictions between their stated moral
and strategic aims and their actions.
Context

Somaliland is not an opportunistic,
secessionist entity, as some suggest. It
has a distinct historical trajectory that
predates the collapse of Somalia. The
Somali people did not draw the borders
of Somalia, butinstead European powers
merged distinct colonial jurisdictions and
political-clan systems under a single state
framework, despite the absence of a
shared institutional or constitutional
foundation. Today's Somaliland was a
protectorate of the United Kingdom
(British Somaliland), while ltaly held the
other Somali territory until World War I1.
After gaining independence in June
1960, Somaliland voluntarily chose to
unite with the Somali territory under United

Nations and Italian administration.
Therefore, Somaliland has existed longer
as a separate entity than as part of the
subsequent union. The territory’s
authorities also never properly formalized
the union—which was poorly formalized
in legal terms—and later Mogadishu
unilaterally created the consolidated
country, leaving it fundamentally defective
under international law. The union ended
three decades later in manifest failure. In
1991, following the collapse of the Somali
state, Somaliland reclaimed its
independence.

Since then, Somaliland has stood in stark
contrast to its larger, internationally
recognized neighbor. Despite massive
institutional and financial support from the
UN and other bodies, Somalia has
suffered chronic instability—civil war,
endemic corruption, piracy, and the
entrenched presence of Islamist groups
such as al-Shabaab. Somaliland has
followed the opposite path. With little
international aid, it rebuilt itself through
endogenous mechanisms: clan
conferences, local political compromises,
and the gradual consolidation of
institutions. The resultis a largely controlled
territory, though there are localized and
intermittent challenges in its eastern
regions. Still, its government has regular
elections, peaceful transfers of power, a
currency, security forces, and a
functioning state apparatus. Somaliland
therefore appears to be a durable,
successful state in all but official title.
Israel-Somaliland relations date back to
even before the 1991 collapse. In the late
1980s, Israel alerted international bodies,
including the UN, about the Siad Barre
regime’s massive, systemic repression
and abuse of the Isaaq people, who
comprise most of Somaliland’s population.
But these warnings were largely ignored.
For the last two decades, Israel and
Israeli nongovernmental organizations
have provided medical aid to Somaliland,
a vital diplomatic and humanitarian effort.
Strategic Importance

Israel’s recognition of Somaliland is not
just a matter of history or morality. It is
above all a strategic decision that
reshapes the regional balance of power.
The enclave sits along the Gulf of Aden
near the entrance to the Bab el-Mandeb
Strait, a vital passage linking the Indian
Ocean to the Red Sea, Suez Canal, and
Mediterranean Sea. Stability in this
corridor affects a major share of global
trade. The Iran-backed Houthis’ strikes
against maritime traffic in the area
underscored both the passageway’s
vulnerability and its importance. The
United States’ primary objective for
intervening against these strikes was not
to defend Israel, but to prevent the Houthis
from paralyzing international commerce.
In this context, Somaliland is a major
strategic asset. It controls the deep-water
port of Berbera, which investments by the
United Arab Emirates have modernized.
This port could, in time, become an
essential foothold for Western-aligned
powers in the Horn of Africa, enabling
them to counterbalance Iran’s influence
in Yemen and Qatar’s ideological activism.
Israel has therefore taken a major step
toward securing a contested, strategic
gateway to one of the planet's most
sensitive chokepoints. This gives
Jerusalem a critical geopolitical vantage
that enhances its situational awareness
and strategic depth vis-a-vis the Red Sea
corridor as the Houthis, who have
declared war on Israel, continue to target
Israeli cities and maritime traffic. Israel has
accomplished this without any ambition of
establishing a military base. This decision
also fits Israel’'s broader strategy to
counterbalance Turkish expansionism. To
that end, Jerusalem has recently worked
to strengthen its alliances with the Eastern
Mediterranean states of Greece and
Cyprus,




Sunday 15 March 2026

THT

7

Ethiopia PM Concludes UAE Visit

After Talks with Emira

Ahmed has returned to Ethiopia
following a working visit to the
United Arab Emirates, his office
said on Saturday.

During the visit, Abiy held talks with
UAE President Sheikh Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan, focusing on
strengthening bilateral relations

Ethiopian Prime Minister Abiy gng

expanding cooperation
between the two countries.

In a message posted on social
media, Abiy described the meeting
as a reflection of the strong
relationship between Ethiopia and
the UAE, calling it a “partnership
rooted in trust and enduring
brotherhood.” He also thanked the

ti Leaders

UAE leadership for the warm
reception.

The Ethiopian leader also met with
Sheikh Mohammed bin Rashid Al
Maktoum, Vice President of the UAE
and Ruler of Dubai. Discussions
focused on economic cooperation
and the longstanding ties linking the
people of Ethiopia and Dubai in
areas such as trade, education and
culture.

Abiy said it was a pleasure to meet
the Dubai ruler and expressed
admiration for the city, describing
Dubai as “strong, beautiful and
resilient.”

The visit highlights the continued
diplomatic engagement between
Ethiopia and the UAE as both
countries seek to deepen
cooperation across economic and
strategic sectors.

UAE, Russia Leaders Discuss
Escalating Regional Tensions

UAE President Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan received a phone call
from Russian President Viadimir
Putin on Monday, during which the
two leaders discussed escalating
security and military developments
in the region, according to the
Emirates News Agency (WAM).

The conversation focused on the

implications of rising tensions for
regional and international security
and stability, WAM reported, citing a
statement from the UAE presidency.

Both leaders stressed the
importance of halting the escalation
and emphasized the need to
prioritize dialogue and diplomacy to

address ongoing issues in the
region.

They also underlined the
importance of efforts aimed at
preserving stability and preventing
further crises.

(Reporting by HornDiplomat
News Desk)

Somaliland Expresses Solidarity With

g

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation of the
Republic of Somaliland expressed
condolences to Ethiopia following
deadly landslides and floods in the
country’s southern region that have
left dozens dead and caused
widespread destruction.

In a statement, the Somaliland
government said it stood in
solidarity with the Ethiopian people
after the disaster struck the Gamo
Zone of the South Ethiopia
Regional State.

“The Government of the Republic
of Somaliland expresses its
condolences to the people of the
Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia following the deadly
landslides in Gamo Zone,” the
ministry said.

“Our thoughts are with the victims’
families. Somaliland stands in
solidarity with Ethiopia.”

Days of heavy rainfall in the area
triggered devastating floods and
landslides, authorities said. Rising

Ethiopia After Deadly Landslides

-
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waters from the Kulfo River
overflowed into nearby
neighborhoods, damaging homes,
farmland and critical infrastructure.
According to Ethiopia’s Rights
Commission, at least 65 people
have been confirmed dead so far,
while rescue teams continue
searching affected areas.

The federal government has
declared a three-day period of
national mourning beginning Friday
following the catastrophe, which
has devastated several
communities across the South
Ethiopia Regional State.

Local officials said the floods and
landslides destroyed homes and
displaced families, while roads and
agricultural land were also heavily
affected.

Humanitarian responders and
government teams are continuing
emergency operations  as
authorities assess the full scale of
the damage.

(Reporting by HornDiplomat News
Desk)

Israel Announces Scholarship
Program for African Students

The Israel has announced new
scholarship opportunities for African
students interested in pursuing
postgraduate studies focused on
sustainable development and
community empowerment.

According to a notice shared
by Embassy of Israel in Kenya,
applications are now open for the
Master’s program in African
Sustainable Communities at Ben
Gurion University of the Negev.

Learn more and apply
here: Ben-Gurion University of
the Negev (BGU)

The interdisciplinary program
examines major challenges facing
African societies and aims to bring
together students from across the
world to study sustainable
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development, community
empowerment and social change.

Officials said the program includes
one year of academic study in Israel,
followed by fieldwork or a
community development project in
Africa where students can apply their
knowledge to real-world initiatives.

The embassy said full and partial
scholarships are available for
selected candidates.

The application deadline for the
program is May 1, 2026.

The initiative is part of Israel’s
broader academic and
development cooperation with
African countries, supporting
research, innovation  and
community-based development
projects across the continent.



