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VP urges justice staffers to uphold
diligence in their unique duties

By M.A. Eqge

he Vice President of the
Republic of Somaliland, H.E.
Mohamed Ali aw Abdi
inaugurated a newly constructed
extension at the Justice ministry

headquarters’ premises over the
week.

Continue on Page 2

"It was a great pleasure for me to welcome the Vice President H.E. Mohamed to

the Ministry of Justice headquarters, where he graciously cut the ribbon to
inaugurate the new multi-storey building we have recently added

State urges busmess fraternity to
responsibly safeguard market stabili

Do not hike prices capriciously, they are askea *‘ 4

By M.A. Eage conflict in the Middle East. The
government is however wary that if
the conflicts interrupt the flow of
merchandise and hence is

The state has urged the business
fraternity not to unnecessarily hike
prices in capricious manner due to

the ongoing tensions caused by the  Continue on Page 2

Why Israel’s Recognition of Somallland |
Exposes the Fiction of "One Somalia”, and
TRT Afrlka s Blatant Propaganda

By Mohamoud Walaaleye -

e TRT Afrika opinion piece
by Fiqi Abdirizak Omar is not

Continue on Page 2

Bank of Somallla nd Hosts Three-Day
Training on Computable General
Equmbrlum (CGE) Model with UNDP Support

ﬁ By Mohamoud Walaaleye -

he Deputy Governor of the
Bank of Somaliland, Mr.
Hamse Abdirashid Khaire,

- Continue on Page 2

Somallland Recelves 10 300 Water Tankers from
Genel Energy and Partners Amld Severe Drought

By Mohamoud Walaaleye

he Ministry of Energy and
Minerals of the Republic of
Somaliland, in collaboration

with oil exploration companies
| Genel Energy and OPIC-CPC
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President holds crucial consultative meeting with Awdal
traditional elders to bolster security

Israel’s Somaliland Recognition:
Confronting Turkey’s Neo-Ottoman
Influence

Dr. Edna Meets Torture Survivor
Habiba Yusuf — Time to Support
& Raise Awareness |

Somallland M|n|stry of
Finance Concludes Internal
Audlt Tra|n|ng for 30 Officers

—T1 By Mohamoud Walaaleye

he Minister of State for

Fmanconomlc

SomalllandHerltage Sites Face
Neglect and Rapid Deterioration,
Former Off|C|aI Warns

By Mohamoud Walaaleye

former explorer and heritage
site investigator has raised

"How Turkeys Aggression in
the Horn of Africa Could
Benefit Al-Shabaab
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VP urges Justlce staffers to uphold..................

urged the staffers to be more
diligent in dispensing their tasks.

He praised the ministry’s vital role
in serving society and urged officials
to intensify their efforts, emphasizing
their unique position among
government institutions in
upholding justice and national
progress.

Indeed, it oversees one of the main
pillars of governance.
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extension.

Said he, “It is a great pleasure for
me to be here today at the Ministry
of Justice, which carries out
important work for the community”.
He continued, “Since your Ministry
holds a unique responsibility
compared to others, | urge you to
further strengthen and intensify your
service to the nation”.

He commended the officials and
staff of the Ministry for their service
to the nation.

The VP was received at the Ministry
by the Minister of Justice Hon.
Yoonis Axmed Yoonis, the
Commander of the Custodial
Corps, and the Ministry’s senior staff.

Following the inauguration, he
toured the various departments and
offices within the Ministry to observe
their operations.

The inauguration of the modern
facility marks a significant step in
enhancing the Ministry of Justice’s
infrastructure to better support its
critical functions for the Republic
of Somaliland.

Speaking at the event, the Minister
of Justice briefed the VP on the
Ministry’s responsibilities and the
key functions it performs on behalf
of the nation.

Minister of Justice, His Excellency
Yunis Ahmed Yunis, expressed his
delight in welcoming the Vice
President, stating on X (formerly
Twitter): “It was a great pleasure for
me to welcome the Vice President
of the Republic of Somaliland H.E.
Mohamed to the Ministry of Justice
headquarters, where he graciously
cut the ribbon to inaugurate the new
multi-storey building we have
recently added.”

Israel’s Recognition of.......ccccevmunnasenns

ana ysis; it is naked
propaganda dressed up as sober
commentary. Funded by the Turkish
state and published on a platform
that serves Ankara’s geopolitical
agenda in the Horn of Africa, the
article systematically distorts facts,
recycles Mogadishu talking points,
and ignores Somaliland’s 35-year
reality of independent, democratic
self-governance—all to defend a
crumbling “unified Somalia”
narrative that exists only on paper
and in diplomatic communiqués.

Israel’s Recognition: A Deliberate
Strategic Breakthrough, not a
“Photo Opportunity”

On 26 December 2025, Israeli
Prime  Minister ~ Benjamin
Netanyahu formally recognised the
Republic of Somaliland as a
sovereign and independent state—
the first United Nations member to

do so. This was not an informal
video-call stunt or casual diplomatic
flitation, as the TRT piece falsely
claims. It was a signed joint
declaration, followed by Israeli
Foreign Minister Gideon Sa’ar’s
official visit to Hargeisa in January
2026. The move explicitly invoked
the Abraham Accords framework
and opened pathways for
cooperation in agriculture, health,
technology, maritime security, and
potentially defence.

Yet TRT Afrika insists the
declaration “did little more than
reaffirm Somalia’s long-standing
position” as a unified state. This is
not merely wrong; it is wilfully blind.
Israel's decision broke a 35-year
international taboo rooted in post-
colonial African dogma against
border changes. By treating
Somaliland as a de facto state with

Iegltlmate agency, Israel directly

challenged the fiction that
Mogadishu exercises meaningful
sovereignty over the then north—
Republic of Somaliland.

Geopolitical Chess in the Red Sea:
Why Israel Moved, and Why Turkey
Panics

Somaliland straddles one of the
planet’s most critical chokepoints:
the Gulf of Aden entrance to the Bab

Continue on page 6

Bank of Somaliland Hosts Three-Day............

together with Director General Mr.
Yasin Jama Ahmed and UNDP
official Mr. Said Yusuf Farah,
officially closed a three-day
intensive training workshop on the
Computable General Equilibrium
(CGE) model at the Bank of
Somaliland headquarters. The
training brought together senior
officers from the Bank of Somaliland
and key government ministries,
including Finance, National
Planning, Trade and Tourism,
Investment Development, Minerals
and Water, Livestock, Agriculture
Development, Employment, and

Social Affairs. Participants received
specialized instruction on the CGE
model, an advanced economic tool
designed to simulate the
interactions between different
sectors of the economy and support
evidence-based policymaking.
Officials emphasized that adopting
the CGE framework will enable the
Government of Somaliland to
analyze the impacts of policy
changes, resource allocation, and
external shocks using reliable,
official data, leading to more
informed and effective economic
decisions. The workshop forms part

of ongoing collaboration between
the United Nations Development
Programme (UNDP) and the
Somaliland government to
strengthen national economic
modeling capacity. The trainers
themselves completed advanced
CGE training in Kenya as part of
UNDP’s regional capacity-building
initiative.

The Bank of Somaliland described
the program as a significant step
toward building a more robust, data-
driven economic management
system for the country.

State urges business........

prolonged, it would have a negative
impact on the economy and the
lives of the people.

In this regard, the state had setup a
high-level Task Force to constantly
monitor the situation and consult
with local entrepreneurs on the way
forward in the hope of minimizing
the impact on the local economy.

The traders have been encouraged
to  demonstrate national
responsibility and safeguard market
stability and the public interest.

The state also emphasized that
implementing national insurance
services is a national program
requiring collective cooperation
due to its significant benefits for the
public.

Good news has emerged from the
health sector as the government
has announced that the flu
epidemic has markedly ebbed and
is now much lower.

As for the education sector it has
stressed the urgent need for
emergency interventions and
strategic planning to protect the
education of children living in
drought-affected areas since many
in the rural areas could not attend
schools as expected.

The state proposed that the
National Drought Response
Committee incorporate support for
affected schools into its broader
relief strategy.

These and more were revealed in
the latest weekly council of cabinet
meeting, the 56th session, that was
chaired by the President H.E.
Abdirahman Mohamed Abdillahi Irro
who was flanked, as usual, by his
deputy the VP H.E. Mohamed Ali aw
Abdi at the Presidency.

According to press release from the
Presidency, they discussed several
key national issues, including:

National Security Situation

The Minister of Interior and National
Security, Hon. Abdalle Mohamed
Arab, briefed the Council of
Ministers on the country’s security
situation. He stated that overall
security across the nation remains
stable from east to west, with no
major conflicts or tensions reported
in any region.

He noted that aside from routine
criminal incidents and road
accidents occurring  within
communities, the country remains
secure.

Continue on page 6

Somaliland Receives 10,300 .......

Taiwan, has delivered equivalent of
10,300 water tankers to the National
Drought Committee to support
communities affected by ongoing
drought. The donation targets
vulnerable populations in the
Togdeer and Saraar regions, where
the companies are actively

growing partnership between the
Somaliland government and
international  investors in
addressing urgent humanitarian
needs alongside resource
development projects. Officials
emphasized that such support
demonstrates corporate social

engaged in oil exploration and
related activities. Distribution efforts
will be managed by the national
agency ACRIF, focusing on areas
hardest hit by the prolonged dry
spell. This initiative highlights the

responsibility in regions impacted
by exploration operations. The
water trucking program aims to
provide immediate relief by
delivering clean and safe water to
drought-stricken families,
bolstering community resilience

durina-tha crisic.
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Israel’s Somaliland Recognition: Confronting Turkey’s

fluence
PN

Neo-Ottoman In

ties,
potential military cooperation,
and a foothold in Somaliland,
Israel counters Ankara’s military
training, economic pacts, and
influence in Somalia.

With full diplomatic

Israel's recognition of Somaliland
on December 26, 2025, was far
more than a routine diplomatic
gesture. It marked a deliberate
expansion of Israel’s security reach
into the Horn of Africa, directly
challenging Turkey’s long-standing
ambition to dominate the Red Sea—
Gulf of Aden corridor.

Ankara’s swift backlash—
calling the move
“illegal” and
“unacceptable” (per
President Recep Tayyip
Erdodan’s December 30
statement)—reveals a
strikingreality: Somaliland has
moved from a marginal legal debate
to a frontline in the contest for
maritime  security, regional
influence, and control over one of
the world’s most critical
chokepoints.

At stake is not merely Somaliland’s
status but the broader question of
how regional order will be
structured: one model built on
dependence, coercion, and
selective ideological appeals; the
other grounded in pragmatic
security partnerships, diversified
trade, and effective governance.

Turkey’s Reaction: Power
Preservation, Not Somali Unity

Ankara’s reaction was both rapid
and revealing. In a January 2026
interview with TRT Haber, Foreign
Minister Hakan Fidan described
Israel’s recognition as the “gravest
setback” in the region and
confirmed Turkey’s coordination
with Saudi Arabia, Qatar, Djibouti,
Somalia, and Egypt to prevent
further recognition of Somaliland.

of
or

This is not a story
Islamic solidarity
mediation; it was an
explicit admission of
containment. Former Prime
Minister Ahmet Davutodlu
described the recognitionas
an “alarm bell,” warning that
Berbera could become an Israeli-
aligned foothold, undermining
Turkey’s military presence in
Somalia and its broader regional
posture.

Turkey’s selective use of religious
rhetoric is instructive. Ankara
recognized Israel in 1949 and,
despite occasional tensions,
maintained substantial trade
relations—exporting billions in
goods annually, according to UN
Comtrade estimates.

Yet references to Islamic unity are
invoked mainly when Turkey’s
strategic dominance is challenged.
The message is clear: the backlash
is less about faith than about power.

As analyst Michael Tanchum
observes, Turkey is simultaneously
defending its strategic doctrine, its
partner government in Mogadishu,
and its regional prestige.
Somaliland has become the
intersection of all these three
concerns.

Redefining Influence: How
Somaliland Exposes the
Constraints of Turkey’s

Regional Strategy

Turkey’s opposition to Somaliland
long predates Israel’s recognition.
For more than a decade, Ankara
has embedded itself in Somalia—
operating its largest overseas
military base in Mogadishu, training
forces, and shaping port and
logistics operations. These
initiatives have provided leverage
and some humanitarian benefits but
have done little to create long-term
stability.

Somaliland offers a very different
picture. Independent for over three
decades, it has maintained internal
peace, held competitive elections,
and developed credible local
security forces. Its Berbera port—
enhanced with Emirati investment
and Ethiopian involvement—
provides an alternative trade route
that challenges Djibouti’s monopoly
and limits Turkey’s logistical
influence in the Horn. Even more
striking: Somaliland demonstrates
that governance can succeed
without external patronage. Turkey
has attempted to intervene—from
redirecting Somaliland—-Somalia
talks to Istanbul in 2013 to
challenging Ethiopia’s
memorandum with Hargeisa in
2024. Israel’'s recognition elevates
the situation from a local dispute to
a broader strategic confrontation.

Legally, Somaliland’s case is
strong. It was internationally
recognized as independent on June

26, 1960, before a brief union with
[talian Somalia collapsed in 1991.
A 2005 African Union fact-finding
report described Somaliland’s
claim as “unique and self-justified,”
though political considerations left
it unresolved. Israel’s recognition
aligns with this historical reality,
highlighting Ankara’s growing
concern over its waning influence.

The Red Sea Stakes and Israel’s
Strategic Edge

Two alignments now compete in
the Horn of Africa. On one side is a
containment axis—Turkey, Qatar,
Somalia, Djibouti, Egypt, and
increasingly China—bound by the
desire to maintain an exclusionary
status quo. Turkey provides military
infrastructure and ideological
framing; China exerts influence
through debt and port projects.

On the other side is a cooperation
axis—Israel, the UAE, Somaliland,
and Taiwan—focused on maritime
security, trade diversification,
intelligence sharing, and resilience.

Somaliland’s location opposite
Houthi-controlled Yemen, at the Bab
el-Mandeb, is critical. Roughly 12
percent of global trade passes
through this chokepoint. Since late
2023, Houthi attacks have forced
partial rerouting around the Cape
of Good Hope, temporarily reducing
Suez Canal transits by over 50
percent, according to Lloyd’s List
Intelligence, and significantly
raising freight costs.

For Israel, Somaliland offers a
stable, pro-Western partner in a
volatile  corridor—enhancing
deterrence against Iranian proxies,
extending intelligence networks,
and contributing to US Red Sea
security operations, including
freedom of navigation and counter-
Iran strategy. In other words,
Somaliland  strengthens a
cooperative corridor that benefits
both Israeli and American interests.

The irony is clear: Turkey, which
maintains diplomatic ties and trade
with Israel, now selectively invokes
religious rhetoric to obstruct
Somaliland—while simultaneously
operating a consulate in Hargeisa
promoting Mogadishu-centric
unification.

The Path Forward

Israel’s recognition has reshaped
the strategic landscape, but the
contest is far from settled. Ankara
has vowed to block further
recognitions and  isolate
Somaliland. Jerusalem’s
advantage lies in momentum.
Coordinated recognition from allies
like the US, Greece, Cyprus, and the
UAE; deepening intelligence and
maritime cooperation; and support
for Somaliland’s cyber and port
resilience—particularly leveraging
Taiwan’s expertise—can

Dr. Edha Meets Torture Survivor
Habiba Yusuf — Time to Support
& Raise A
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By Mohamoud Walaaleye -

Dr. Edna Adan Ismail, a renowned
Somaliland activist, former Foreign
Minister, and founder of Edna Adan
University Hospital, has become the
first prominent public figure from
Somaliland to personally visit
Habiba Yusuf, a survivor of torture
and long-term imprisonment under
the regime of former Somali dictator
Mohamed Siad Barre. The visit took
place yesterday at Habiba’s home
in the village of Gogol-Wanaag,
north of Arabsiyo, Republic of
Somaliland. Habiba, now an elderly
woman suffering from multiple
serious health conditions, endured
severe brutality during the 1980s. In
1984, Habiba Yusuf—then eight
months pregnant—was arrested
following a nighttime raid on her
home by soldiers from the Fardo-
Jaan battalion, commanded by
Colonel Koore-Jaan. The raid
occurred around 9 p.m. in Gogol-
Wanaag. Soldiers beat her
repeatedly with rifle butts, causing
heavy bleeding and the loss of her
pregnancy. She was detained at the
Fardo-Jaan military camp along
with others from surrounding
villages. Days later, a military court
held a mass sentencing in the dry
riverbed of Arabsiyo. More than a
dozen villagers were sentenced to
death and executed on the spot in
front of gathered residents. Habiba,
whose legs had been shattered and
who could no longer walk, had
dried blood still visible on her
injuries. Instead of execution, her
sentence was commuted to life
imprisonment. Ayoung girl arrested
with her received a ten-year
sentence. Both were immediately
transferred to Hargeisa Central
Prison. Habiba spent six years
(1984-1989) in Hargeisa Central
Prison. Under international
pressure from human rights

wareness

organizations and Western
governments, she and a group of
schoolgirls—detained for
participating in 1980s student
protests—were moved from
Hargeisa to Mogadishu. They were
flown in a military aircraft known as
Shabeelay and taken directly to
Mogadishu Central Prison. About a
week later, at dusk, heavily armed
soldiers removed Habiba and the
schoolgirls from their cells and
brought them to Villa Somalia,
where Siad Barre personally
interrogated them. Also present
were senior officials including Ali
Samatar, Ina Saleban Dafle, Maslax
Mohamed Siad, and several Isaaq
elders. Siad Barre questioned each
detainee: “What crime were you
arrested for? How many years were
you sentenced to?” The terrified
schoolgirls answered that they had
been accused of “attempting to
destroy the state” and given long
prison terms. Habiba, a pastoral
woman with no political
involvement and older than the girls,
responded differently. She told the
dictator that soldiers arrested her for
giving dinner to a Somali visitor, beat
her until her legs were shattered,
and sentenced her to life
imprisonment. She defended the
schoolgirls, stating they were
innocent Isaaq girls targeted solely
for their identity, and directly
challenged the regime’s narrative
by accusing the army and courts of
lying and brutality.

When Siad Barre asked if she was
claiming the authorities were
dishonest, Habiba confirmed yes
and recalled his frequent phrase
“let them be dealt with,” clarifying
that it meant execution by bullets.

Dr. Edna Adan Ismail’s visit
underscores growing public
recognition of survivors from this
dark period. As president of the
Organization for Victims of Torture,
she is expected to release a
preliminary health evaluation
detailing Habiba’s urgent medical
and psychological needs, which is
anticipated to mobilize nationwide
and diaspora-wide support for her
care.

consolidate a cooperative axis.
Publicly highlighting Turkey’s
containment efforts, rather than
accepting its narrative of “unity,” will
also be decisive. Somaliland is no
destabilizer. It is a test: will the Horn
of Africa’s order be imposed through
coercion and dependency or built
on capable governance and
mutually beneficial cooperation?

For over three decades,
Somaliland has proven that stability,
democratic transitions, and civilian-
led security are possible. precisely
the qualities regional powers claim
to champion, yet undermine when
they clash with geopolitical

ambitions Turkey recognizes this
reality—that is why it resists—and
that is why Israel’s move matters.

About the Author

Mohamed Marshall is an Addis
Ababa-based geopolitical analyst
and former diplomat specializing in
Horn of Africa security, Somaliland
recognition, Red Sea geopolitics,
and regional power competition.
His work has appeared in The
Times of Israel and other
international outlets. Follow him on
X @mmaarshaal.
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Somaliland Ministry of Finance Concludes

Internal Audit Training
] — ! |

|

for 30 Officers

Development, Hon. Ismail
Mowlid Abdillahi, on Tuesday
officially closed a specialized
training workshop organized for 30
officers from the Ministry’s Internal
Audit Department.

The training formed part of the
Ministry’s ongoing strategy to
strengthen staff capacity and
professional development.
Participants received intensive
instruction on key areas including
internal audit procedures, risk
assessment, compliance
monitoring of financial regulations,
and the formulation of practical
recommendations to enhance

operational efficiency and

administrative processes.

The Ministry of Finance has
identified the strengthening of
internal audit functions as a top
priority, describing the department
as the cornerstone of public
financial accountability, national
asset protection, and citizen
confidence in  government
institutions. The Internal Audit
Department plays a central role in
preventing financial irregularities,
combating corruption, and
ensuring full adherence to
Somaliland’s legal and regulatory

framework governing public
finances.

Speaking at the closing ceremony,
Minister of State Ismail praised the
participants for their dedication and
active engagement throughout the
program. He congratulated them on
their commitment to professional
growth and presented each officer
with a certificate of completion.

The Ministry reaffirmed its
continued investment in building a
robust, skilled, and integrity-driven
internal audit workforce to support
transparent and effective public
financial  management in
Somaliland.

Somaliland Heritage Sites Face Neglect and Rapid
Deterioration, Former Official Warns

By Mohamoud Walaaleye

A former explorer and heritage site
investigator has raised alarm over
the accelerating decay of the
Republic of Somaliland’s ancient
archaeological and tourism sites,
accusing successive
administrations of mismanagement
and neglect.

Mohamed Abdi Ali, the Hargeisa-
based ex-exploration officer, was
the first person to bring to limelight
the ancient rock art site of Laas
Geel and more than 250 other
heritage locations scattered across
various regions of Somaliland.

Unfortunately, the individual who
possessed the deepest expertise on
the country’s archaeological sites
and their locations was not
appointed as the primary official
responsible for heritage protection
and as the leading expert in the field.
Instead, he was forcibly retired from
the position he held some time back
and replaced by people who have
no knowledge whatsoever of the
heritage sites or any experience
regarding the locations where they
are situated. In a public statement
addressed to the Ministry of

the Hargeisa-based cultural
headquarters, and the House of
Representatives, Mohamed Abdi Ali
claims Somaliland possesses more
than 250 significant heritage and
tourism locations. These include
rare archaeological remains,
extinct bird species that survive only
in Somaliland, unique plant life
unknown elsewhere in the world,
pristine white-sand beaches,
mountainous landscapes, and
healthy natural environments.

According to Ali, during the
presidency of Dahir Riyale Kahin
(2003-2010), approximately 60 key
sites across the country were
assigned dedicated guards. Over
the intervening years, however,
many of those personnel have either
passed away or reached advanced
age, and replacements have been
inadequate, he alleges.

The former official further states that
more than 20 guards have recently
been retired under the current
administration, He describes the
affected workers as now
“‘wandering in confusion,” warning
that the unprotected sites will soon
suffer irreversible damage.

Ali  holds  Civil  Service
Commission—accountable for
what he calls a “crime” against
Somaliland’s cultural and natural
patrimony. He asserts that the past
32 years of independence have
seen repeated warnings ignored,
and that serious loss of heritage and
tourism assets could occur within
a very short time if urgent protective
measures are not taken.

The statement concludes with an
appeal to relevant ministries and
parliament to intervene immediately
to safeguard the country’s
irreplaceable historical and
ecological assets.

No immediate official response
from the Ministry of Commerce,
Industry and Tourism or the
Somaliland government had been
issued at the time of publication.

How Turkey’s Aggression in
the Horn of Africa Could
Benefit Al-Shabaab

Extremist Organizations Thrive in Environments
Defined by State Rivalry, Political
Fragmentation, and Security Vacuums

Israel’s recognition of Somaliland’s
independence generated Turkish
outrage and condemnation. While
official press from
Ankara objected to the Israeli
decision on the grounds that it
violated Somalia’s
sovereignty, President
Recep Tayyip Erdodan’s
own plans for the Horn
of Africa suggest the
friction 1is both
ideological and
geostrategic.

Turkish diplomatic and military
influence suffuses Somalia today. It
anchors the eastern end of
Erdodan’s ambitions for
leadership in Africa,
where Turkey’s arms sales
and defense agreements
multiply. As such,
regardless of
Somaliland’s functioning
government and Somalia’s
dysfunction, Ankara
opposes recognizing the
government in Hargeisa,
especially after Israel’s overture.

As Ankara attempts to enlist other
Middle Eastern states against
Israel’s recognition of Somaliland,
Israel continues to invest in its
normalization with Somaliland. As
the prospect of Israeli military and
economic  involvement in
Somaliland increases, so too does
the likelihood that Ankara will react
negatively over a threat to its primacy
in the Horn. Military escalation
between Turkey and Israel over
Somaliland risks derailing regional
peace projects, emboldening
terrorist actors, and rekindling war
in one of the world’s most ravaged
and destitute regions.

The Strategic Logic and Trajectory
of Israel's Somaliland Ties

Israel’s recognition of Somaliland
carries momentum because no
other United Nations member states
have followed suit, and there
remains little competition for
securing  privileges there.

Hargeisa’s other partners—
including the United Arab Emirates
and Taiwan—are friendly with
Israel. Likewise, Somaliland has
responded to commercial
prospects with Israel. Somaliland’s
democratically elected president,
Abdirahman Cirro, said on February
3, 2026, that Hargeisa hopes trade
with Israel will start in high volume.
Speaking to  Somaliland’s
largely untapped deposits of lithium
necessary for modern electronics,
Cirro proposed that commerce
thrive on a critical minerals-for-
technology basis.

Israel’'s  decision affirms
Somaliland’s geostrategic value. It
abuts the Gulf of Aden and some of
the world’s crucial maritime
shipping lanes. Its main port at
Berbera lies just 180 miles south of
the Bab el-Mandeb. Some 30
percent of global container traffic,
amounting to about $1 trillion in
goods, passes through the Red Sea
every year. This route is vital for
Israel’s third-largest port at Eilat, its
only access to the Red Sea.

Security concerns are inextricable
from Somaliland’s economic
importance. A force presence in
Somaliland would offer Israel
military maneuver against nearby
Yemen's  Houthis.  Senior
Somaliland Foreign Ministry officer
Dega Qasim told Israeli media on
January 8, 2026, that Jerusalem
and Hargeisa
were discussing options to open an
Israeli base in Somaliland. An Israeli
base would lie less than 400 miles
from Houthi military assets in
Yemen’s port of Hudaydah,
compared to assets on Israeli
territory over 1,100 miles away.
Early-warning radar and forward
bases for naval and air assets
could intercept Houthi threats to
Israeli civilians and international
shipping much quicker.

Continue on page 5

s



Sunday 08 March 2026

THT

5

How Turkey’s Aggression in the Hor..............

The terrorist leader Abdul Malik al-
Houthi remarked just days after
Israel’s recognition that any Israeli
presence in Somaliland would be
a “military target.” In such a case,
Houthi threats greatly increase the
likelihood that Israel will pursue an
agreement to station military assets
as protection for civilian operators
there.

For Israeli leaders, basing in
Somaliland is an opportunity to
counterbalance encirclement from
Turkey just as much as from Iran
and its proxies. Given the poor state
of Israel-Turkey relations,
Jerusalem understands Turkish
force presence in Somalia to be part
of a ring of geostrategic pressure
points, together with Libya, Syria,
and Northern Cyprus. The future of
Jerusalem-Ankara dialogue is
unclear. pro-Erdodan
outlets proclaimed Israel the
“number-one threat” in December
2025, while Turkish Foreign
Minister Hakan Fidan suggested in
February 2026 that trade relations
would resume once conflict ends
in Gaza. Nevertheless, Ankara’s
rejection of Israel’'s Somaliland
recognition makes unfriendly
competition in the Horn likely.

Turkey’s Power and Influence
Project in Somalia

A hallmark of Erdodan’s
foreign policy is the
“pivot to Africa” that his
administration has
pursued over the past
two-plus decades.
Between opening more than thirty
Turkish embassies
and dispatching Turkish
soldiers and weapons
across the continent, the
Turkish president has
sought to compete for
African influence as an
alternative, middle-power
leader. Intertwined with
this is Erdodan’s desire
for recognition as the leader of
the Muslim world, which Turkish
agencies sow through soft-
power investments across
Asia and Africa. This has
catalyzed Erdodan’s
ongoing campaign to rally
Arab and Muslim
governments against
Israel’s Somaliland
normalization, as seen in
his Joint declaration with
Saudi Crown Prince Mohammed
Bin Salman on February 3, 2026.

This mission has also amounted to
an extensive Turkish state-building
project in Mogadishu, from which
Somalia has become Ankara’s
client. Starting in 2011, a year before
Somalia established a central
government, Turkey began pouring
funds and humanitarian aid into
Mogadishu. Since then, Ankara
has claimed over $1 billion in aid
and more than 500 humanitarian

projects for Somalia, and as of
December 2025,
began constructing a spaceport
there, which Turkish
leaders hope will boost their global
prestige. The Turkish Foreign
Ministry even stated in February
2014 that Mogadishu was unable
to pay public employees without
monthly cash aid from Ankara.
This stewardship far
exceeds the level of
influence Erdodan enjoys
even in Syria, which since
Bashar al-Assad’s fall
has permitted extensive

Turkish military
deployment and
investment.

Turkish suzerainty over the
otherwise-failed state of Somalia
also shows in its extensive military
presence the mantle of security
guarantor. Ankara established its
largest overseas military base,
Camp TURKSOM, in Mogadishu
in 2017 to train 10,000 Somali
soldiers to combat al-Shabaab, a
local Al Qaeda affiliate. Since then,
TURKSOM has remained in
continuous operation while Turkey
has deepened its involvement. In
February 2024, Turkey secured a
ten-year defense and economic
agreement that provided for Ankara
to train and build the Somali navy
from the keel up. While other
countries, including the United
States, have obtained contracts to
develop Somalia’s military and
infrastructure, Somali leaders
have cited Turkey to be an
exception among security partners.

The past year has seen an even
broader investment in stationing
and developing Turkish military
capabilities in Somalia. Mid-2025
estimates on the number of Turkish
soldiers in Somalia range
from 800 to 2,000, accounting for a
troop surge in response to a major
al - S h abaahb
offensive launched earlier that year.
At the same time, news outlets from
the Horn claimed that SADAT, a
private military corporation (PMC)
with links to Erdogan’s regime and
Syrian jihadists, was sending
mercenaries to Somalia, which the
PMC denied. Most recently, on
January 28, Ankara deployed F-16
fighter jets to be stationed at
Mogadishu’s international airport,
adding to the arsenal of Turkish-
made Bayraktar TB2 drones that
Somalia has operated against al-
Shabaab. Somali  sources
also allege that more F-16s may be
stationed at an airfield under
development near Warsheikh,
northeast of the capital.

Israel’s involvement is
anathema to Erdodan
because of how it
challenges regional Turkish
economic interests. Through its
state-building efforts, Ankara has
secured a major stake in Somalia’s

offshore resource profits. In the
February 2024 naval deal,
Mogadishu also
purportedly granted Ankara 30
percent of all forthcoming revenues
from its exclusive economic zone.
As Turkey prepares exploratory
drilling for Somali offshore oil,
Somaliland’s proposal for Israeli
firms to explore offshore energy
challenges Turkish privileges.

Competition in the Horn of Africa is
no longer confined to diplomatic
maneuvering; it now creates
conditions for confrontation.
Turkey’s escalating brinkmanship
toward Israeli activity in Somaliland
risks inflaming fragile tensions
between Mogadishu and Hargeisa.
If Ankara chooses to embolden
Somalia against what it views as an
illegitimate breakaway entity, it could
trigger violence between the two
sides. More troubling, the growing
strategic stakes raise the possibility
of direct friction between Turkey
and Israel themselves.

Erdodan’s effort to rally
Arab and Muslim-majority
states against Israel and
S omaldiland
internationalizes what
was previously a
localized dispute. While
many Middle Eastern
states may 1issue rhetorical
statements, few have meaningful
strategic interests in the Horn itself.
This politicization nonetheless
strengthens anti-Israel coalitions
and risks undermining fragile
regional normalization efforts, as
illustrated by Erdogan’s attempts to
coordinate positions with Saudi
Arabia and other Persian Gulf
actors.

These dynamics benefit al-
Shabaab. Extremist organizations
thrive in environments defined by
state rivalry, political fragmentation,
and security vacuums. Intensifying
competition between Turkey, Israel,
Somalia, and Somaliland creates
such conditions. As rival powers
expand military assistance and
deepen security partnerships, the
probability increases that advanced
weapons  systems—whether
Turkish or Israeli—could divert into
insurgent networks. In seeking
geopolitical advantage, outside
powers risk fueling the instability
they claim to contain, further
entrenching one of the world’s most
persistent and dangerous terrorist
threats.

Sinan Ciddi is a senior fellow and
director of the Turkey Program at the
Foundation for Defense of
Democracies and an associate
professor of national security
studies at the Marine Corps
University. William Doran is a
research intern with the Turkey
Program at the Foundation for
Defense of Democracies.

State urges business........

. T o P

The Minister emphasized that the
Government continues to prioritize
strengthening national security and
stability, particularly during the new
phase the country has entered
following recognition. He called on
both the members of the public and
government institutions to remain
vigilant and cooperate closely in
safeguarding national security.

National Economic Situation

The Minister of Finance and
Economic Development, Hon.
Abdillahi Hassan Adan, informed
the Council that ongoing conflicts
in the Middle East could potentially
affect domestic revenue and the
country’s economic growth, since
a large portion of national income
comes from taxes on imported
goods and commodities.

He noted that Somaliland must
strengthen its self-reliance should
the conflicts in the Middle East
continue for a prolonged period.

The Minister also spoke in his
capacity as Chairman of the High-
Level Policy Steering Committee of
the Somaliland National Insurance
Authority. He explained that the
national insurance system is a
strategic pillar for strengthening the
country’s economy and business
environment, protecting national
assets, and building a stable
financial foundation.

He emphasized that implementing
national insurance services is a
national program requiring
collective cooperation due to its
significant benefits for the public.

Middle East Conflict and Its Impact
on Trade

The Minister of Trade and Tourism,
Hon. Abdirahman Hassan Nour,
briefed the Cabinet on the situation
in the Middle East and the potential
effects it may have on Somaliland’s
economy, particularly regarding
essential commodities and fuel
supplies. He noted that tensions in
strategic maritime routes and oil-
producing countries could lead to
rising fuel prices and increased
maritime transport costs, which
may directly affect the prices of
essential imported goods.

The Minister stated that the Ministry
of Trade, working alongside a
special Task Force appointed by
the President, is closely monitoring
developments in global markets.
The Ministry is conducting
continuous assessments,
consultations with business

—

leaders, and implementing
measures aimed at stabilizing
domestic markets to prevent
inflation and market disruption.

He also informed the Cabinet that
the Ministry has held meetings with
local business leaders, urging them
not to raise the prices of essential
goods and fuel based on tensions
in the Middle East. The Minister
encouraged traders to demonstrate
national responsibility and
safeguard market stability and the
public interest.

National Health Situation

The Minister of Health
Development, Hon. Dr. Hussein
Bashir Hirsi, briefed the Council on
the overall health situation in the
country, noting that cases of fever-
related illnesses that had spread in
recent months are now declining.

He also highlighted the impact of
drought on healthcare services,
explaining that shortages of food
and water have created additional
challenges in providing medical
services.

Furthermore, the Minister warned
that the ongoing conflicts in the
Middle East could affect the supply
of medicines and medical
equipment, as most are imported
from abroad. He stated that the
Ministry will continue monitoring
pharmaceutical supplies in
domestic markets to ensure the
availability and sustainability of
essential medicines.

National Education Situation

The Minister of Education, Training
and Science, Hon. Ismael Duale
Yusuf, provided a detailed briefing
on the serious impact the drought
has had on the country’s education
system, particularly in rural and
pastoralist communities.

He explained that the drought—
characterized by shortages of food
and water—has led to
displacement, economic hardship,
and worsening living conditions for
many families. As a result, many
students have been unable to attend
school. The Minister stressed the
urgent need for emergency
interventions and strategic planning
to protect the education of children
living in drought-affected areas.

He proposed that the National
Drought Response Committee
incorporate support for affected
schools into its broader relief
strategy.
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Previous Answer

Why Israel’s Recognition....

al-Mandeb Strait. With Houthi
attacks disrupting global shipping,
Red Sea security has become a
top-tier strategic priority. Israel seeks
areliable partner on the African side
of the strait to counter Iranian-
backed threats, secure trade routes,
and expand influence in the Horn.

This aligns with parallel interests:
UAE control and investment in
Berbera port, Ethiopia’s desperate
need for reliable sea access,

Growing Western interest in
countering Chinese, Turkish, and
Qatari footholds in Mogadishu.

Turkey, meanwhile, has invested
heavily in Somalia’s federal

government—military  bases,
training programmes,
reconstruction contracts,

diplomatic cover—precisely to
maintain leverage in the region. A
recognised, stable Somaliland
open to lIsraeli, Emirati, and
Ethiopian partnerships directly
threatens Ankara’s position. TRT
Afrika’s hysterical tone and invention
of conspiracies (e.g., “forcible
relocation of Palestinians” to
Somaliland) are classic deflection
tactics designed to inflame anti-
Israel sentiment and rally support
for Mogadishu’s irredentist claims.

The Myth of
“Collapse”: Contested Borders
Loss of Control. The article
triumphantly cites the formation of
‘Guban State” in Awdal and the
consolidation of SSC-Khatumo
(North Eastern State) within
Somalia’s federal system as proof
that Somaliland’s authority is
disintegrating. This is a gross
exaggeration. Sool, Sanaag, and
dubbed Cayn (SSC) regions have
long been contested border zones
where clan loyalties, federal
inducements, and local grievances
intersect. These developments
reflect localised power struggles—
not the implosion of Somaliland’s
core state apparatus. Hargeisa
retains uncontested control over the
heartland: the capital, Berbera port,
major cities, currency (Somaliland
shilling), passports, elections,
police, and armed forces. Protests
in Borama occurred; they were
contained. Somaliland’s repeated
peaceful, multi-party elections
stand in stark contrast to Somalia’s
perpetual transitional governments,
al-Shabaab insurgency, and
dependence on AMISOM/ATMIS
foreign troops. International
Hypocrisy and the Slow Erosion of
“One Somalia”

Somaliland’s

Yes, the AU, EU, IGAD, OIC, GCC—
and others—initially condemned
Israel’s move and reaffirmed
commitment to  Somalia’s
“territorial integrity.” This reflects
fear of setting a precedent that could
unravel fragile African borders
elsewhere (e.g., Ambazonia, Tigray,
Darfur).

But norms shift when strategic
necessity collides with dogma.
Israel’s recognition is the first crack
in the dam. No African state has
followed—yet—but the taboo has
been broken. When great powers
prioritise hard security over abstract
principles, diplomatic inertia gives
way. The article’s claim that “no
European country signaled support’
and “Davos did not translate into
institutional legitimacy” seems so
for now, but it is irrelevant to the
longer game: Somaliland is already
leveraging the breakthrough for
access, Vvisibility, and future
partnerships. TRT Afrika’s Double
Standards Laid Bare

Turkey loudly champions “self-
determination” when it suits
Ankara—Palestine, Northern
Cyprus, Uyghurs—but denies it to
Somaliland, whose claim rests on:

Independent existence as British
Somaliland before 1960

Voluntary (and failed) union with
talian Somalia

Documented genocide and
repression under Siad Barre

35 years of uninterrupted de facto
independence and democratic
governance. TRT Afrika and its
writers overlook these facts
because Turkey’s interest lies in
preserving a weak, dependent
Mogadishu that requires Turkish
military and economic patronage. A
successful, recognised Somaliland
would expose the hollowness of that
patronage and open the door to rival
powers. Conclusion: Reality on the
Ground Trumps Diplomatic Fiction

Israel’'s recognition did not
‘manufacture”  Somaliland’s
legitimacy; it acknowledged what
has existed since 1991.
Mogadishu’s “One Somalia” policy
is sustained not by effective control,
but by international fear of
precedent and the inertia of
outdated norms. Somaliland’s path
forward remains what it has always
been: continued  stability,
democratic consolidation, and
pragmatic alliances with powers
that value results over rhetoric.

TRT Afrika can keep printing
Mogadishu-approved op-eds. The
geopolitical map of the Horn is
already redrawing itself—whether
Ankara likes it or not.
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CAUTIONARY NOTICE
TRADE MARK -SOMALILAND

SWITCH

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of:
British American Tobacco (Brands) Limited, a British company of Globe House,
4 Temple Place, London WC2R 2PG, United Kingdom and is used in connection
with: Cigarettes; tobacco, raw or manufactured; roll your own tobacco; pipe
tobacco; tobacco products; tobacco substitutes (not for medical purposes); cigars;
cigarillos; cigarette lighters; cigar lighters; matches; smokers’ articles; cigarette
paper; cigarette tubes; cigarette filters; pocket apparatus for rolling cigarettes;
hand held machines for injecting tobacco into paper tubes; electronic cigarettes;
liquids for electronic cigarettes; tobacco products for the purpose of being heated.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any
person or company who uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who
otherwise infringes the rights of the said company.

Shield Law Firm Founder Receives
National Appreciation Award for
Landmark Financial Legislation

The Founder and Managing
Partner of Shield Law Firm,
Lawyer Mubarak Abdi Ismail, has
received a prestigious
Appreciation Award at a high-
level ceremony held at Damal
Hotel in Hargeisa over the week.
The award was presented in the
presence of the Governor of the
Somaliland Central Bank and the
Minister of Trade and Tourism,
Hon. Abdirahman Hassan Nur,
recognizing Lawyer Mubarak’s
outstanding contribution to the
drafting, editing, and finalization
of the Collateral Law of Banks
and Financial Institutions Law No.
110/2026.

This landmark legislation is
widely regarded as a major
reform in Somaliland’s financial
sector. The law strengthens legal
protection for banks and financial
institutions, minimizes lending
risks, and provides structured
safeguards against borrower
default. It establishes a clearer
collateral framework, enhancing
confidence in the banking
system and  supporting
economic growth.

During his tenure as Legal
Advisor to the Somaliland House
of Representatives and Special
Counsel to the Budget and
Commercial Committee, Lawyer
Mubarak played a central role in
shaping the bill. His technical
expertise and persistent
advocacy were instrumental in
ensuring the law was thoroughly
reviewed, refined, and
successfully enacted within one
year.

Furthermore, the Speaker of the
Somaliland House of
Representatives, H.E. Yasin Haji
Mohamoud Faratoon, appointed
him as Legal Counsel to the ad-
hoc committee responsible for
overseeing the bill’s legislative
process.

Colleagues and officials at the
ceremony praised Lawyer
Mubarak’s dedication,
professionalism, and

commitment to strengthening
Somaliland’s legal and financial
framework. His contribution
marks a significant milestone in
the modernization of financial
regulation in Somaliland.

Shield Law Firm congratulates its
Founder and Managing Partner
on this well-deserved national
recognition and reaffirms its
commitment to excellence,
integrity, and leadership in legal
reform.

COOPERATION AGREEMENT
BETWEEN SHIELD LAW FIRM &
GAR-DHAWR LAW FIRM

UAE Leads Gulf Pledges with $1.2bn

for Gaza at Peace Meeting

The United Arab Emirates
announced an additional $1.2
billion in support for Gaza during the
first meeting of the Board of Peace
chaired by U.S. President Donald
Trump in Washington.

H.H. Sheikh Abdullah bin Zayed Al
Nahyan, UAE Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign Affairs,
unveiled the pledge during the high-
level gathering of regional leaders
and international officials focused
on post-war reconstruction and
long-term regional stability.

“‘Mr. President, thank you for
gathering us today. | really hope that
the beginning of Ramadan will give
us all guidance towards peace,
coexistence and living in prosperity
with each other,” Sheikh Abdullah
said.

He noted that since the outbreak of
war following the October 7 attacks,
the UAE has provided nearly $3
billion in humanitarian assistance
to the Palestinian people in Gaza.

“Today, Mr. President, the UAE
announces a further US$1.2 billion
for supporting Gaza through the
Board of Peace,” he said.

Sheikh Abdullah credited U.S.
leadership for convening the
initiative, stating that the Board
would not have been assembled
without President Trump’s efforts to
mobilize regional leaders toward
ending the war and advancing
reconstruction frameworks.

The meeting brought together
heads of state, senior officials and
international decision-makers as
part of coordinated efforts to activate
peace mechanisms and establish
sustainable pathways for Gaza's
recovery.

Sheikh Abdullah’s participation
marked the beginning of a working
visit to the United States,
underscoring what officials
described as the depth of the
strategic partnership between Abu
Dhabi and Washington.

Also attending were Reem Al
Hashimy, UAE Minister of State for
International Cooperation, and
Yousef Al Otaiba, UAE Ambassador
to the United States.

The latest pledge reinforces the
UAE’s position as one of the leading
contributors to humanitarian and
reconstruction efforts in Gaza.
Hudson Institute: Why the US and
Its Allies Should Follow Israel’s Lead
and Recognize Somaliland
Somaliland, a small territory on the
Gulf of Aden, has long sought
independence yet received little
international attention. But on
December 26, 2025, Israel
announced its official recognition
of the enclave as a sovereign state.
Israel’s announcement went largely
unnoticed—until it met a wave of
international condemnations.
Despite this pushback, Jerusalem’s
recognition of Somaliland could
transform the Red Sea and Horn of
Africa’s geopolitical balance and
global trade flows.

Israel’s decision is neither hasty nor
provocative. Itis historically, legally,
and strategically coherent. Further,
Western nations’ hesitancy to follow
suit reveals contradictions between
their stated moral and strategic
aims and their actions.

Context

Somaliland is not an opportunistic,
secessionist entity, as some
suggest. It has a distinct historical
trajectory that predates the collapse
of Somalia. The Somali people did
not draw the borders of Somalia,
but instead European powers
merged  distinct  colonial
jurisdictions and political-clan
systems under a single state
framework, despite the absence of
a shared institutional or
constitutional foundation. Today’s
Somaliland was a protectorate of
the United Kingdom (British
Somaliland), while Italy held the
other Somali territory until World
War II. After gaining independence
in June 1960, Somaliland voluntarily
chose to unite with the Somali
territory under United Nations and
[talian administration. Therefore,
Somaliland has existed longer as a
separate entity than as part of the
subsequent union. The territory’s
authorities also never properly
formalized the union—which was
poorly formalized in legal terms—
and later Mogadishu unilaterally
created the consolidated country,
leaving it fundamentally defective
under international law. The union
ended three decades later in
manifest failure. In 1991, following
the collapse of the Somali state,
Somaliland  reclaimed its
independence.

Since then, Somaliland has stood
in stark contrast to its larger,
internationally recognized neighbor.
Despite massive institutional and
financial support from the UN and
other bodies, Somalia has suffered
chronic instability—civil war,
endemic corruption, piracy, and the
entrenched presence of Islamist
groups such as al-Shabaab.
Somaliland has followed the
opposite path. With little
international aid, it rebuilt itself

through endogenous mechanisms:
clan conferences, local political
compromises, and the gradual
consolidation of institutions. The
resultis a largely controlled territory,
though there are localized and
intermittent challenges in its eastern
regions. Still, its government has
regular elections, peaceful transfers
of power, a currency, security forces,
and a functioning state apparatus.
Somaliland therefore appears to be
a durable, successful state in all but
official title.

Israel-Somaliland relations date
back to even before the 1991
collapse. In the late 1980s, Israel
alerted international bodies,
including the UN, about the Siad
Barre regime’s massive, systemic
repression and abuse of the Isaaq
people, who comprise most of
Somaliland’s population. But these
warnings were largely ignored. For
the last two decades, Israel and
Israeli nongovernmental
organizations have provided
medical aid to Somaliland, a vital
diplomatic and humanitarian effort.
Strategic Importance

Israel’s recognition of Somaliland
is not just a matter of history or
morality. It is above all a strategic
decision that reshapes the regional
balance of power. The enclave sits
along the Gulf of Aden near the
entrance to the Bab el-Mandeb
Strait, a vital passage linking the
Indian Ocean to the Red Sea, Suez
Canal, and Mediterranean Sea.
Stability in this corridor affects a
major share of global trade. The
Iran-backed Houthis’ strikes against
maritime traffic in the area
underscored both the
passageway’s vulnerability and its
importance. The United States’
primary objective for intervening
against these strikes was not to
defend Israel, but to prevent the
Houthis  from paralyzing
international commerce.

In this context, Somaliland is a
major strategic asset. It controls the
deep-water port of Berbera, which
investments by the United Arab
Emirates have modernized. This
port could, in time, become an
essential foothold for Western-
aligned powers in the Horn of Africa,
enabling them to counterbalance
Iran’s influence in Yemen and
Qatar’s ideological activism.

Israel has therefore taken a major
step toward securing a contested,
strategic gateway to one of the
planet’s most sensitive
chokepoints. This gives Jerusalem
a critical geopolitical vantage that
enhances its situational awareness
and strategic depth vis-a-vis the
Red Sea corridor as the Houthis,
who have declared war on Israel,
continue to target Israeli cities and
maritime traffic. Israel has
accomplished this without any
ambition of establishing a military
base. This decision also fits Israel’s
broader strategy to counterbalance
Turkish expansionism. To that end,
Jerusalem has recently worked to
strengthen its alliances with the
Eastern Mediterranean states of
Greece and Cyprus.



