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Confine yourselves elsewhere since none can stop Somaliland’s recognition, he tells naysayers

Vice President Urges Peaceful
Solidarity in Awdal Region Visit

M.A. Egge

In an inspiring and passionate
address during the final cabinet
meeting of the year, President

Abdirahman Mohamed Abdullahi
Irro delivered uplifting news to the
people of Somaliland, announcing
that Israel’s milestone formal
recognition of the Republic of

a firm message to neighboring
countries to respect Somaliland’s
sovereignty and refrain from
interfering in its internal affairs.

sovereignty, addressing ongoing
debates over its international
recognition. The interview,
conducted via video call, comes on
the heels of Israel’s historic
decision to formally recognize

Mohamoud Walaaleye

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Somaliland
has vehemently rejected

what it called “false and misleading”
allegations by Somalia President
Hassan Sheikh Mohamud

Mohamoud Walaaleye

Somaliland’s Vice President,
H.E. Mohamed Ali Aw Abdi
Farah, has called upon

citizens in the Awdal region to
remain united in protecting national
security and peace, while sending

Mohamoud Walaaleye

In a recent interview with the
Middle East Forum,
Somaliland’s Ambassador to the

United States, Bashir Goth, has
reiterated the historical and legal
foundations of Somaliland’s

Mohamoud Walaaleye

Israel’s Ambassador to the United
Nations, Danny Danon, has
sharply criticized Arab countries

and other opponents for their
condemnation of Israel’s
recognition of Somaliland as an
independent state, describing their

The Republic of Somaliland
presents one of the most
intriguing and legally nuanced

cases in contemporary

To the Somalilanders, the focus
on recognition is not a form of
abstract diplomacy. It is heart-

felt, very personal and very much
needed. In the recent past,

As a poet and chronicler of our
shared Somali heritage, I
have long observed the

currents of history shaping the Horn
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President Abdirahman.......... Somaliland’s US Envoy..................

Vice President Urges Peaceful.....
Speaking to hundreds of residents
who gathered the city’s public
square to welcome him and his
delegation on Saturday during an
official visit to the region, the Vice
President emphasized the historic
significance of Somaliland’s recent
international recognition.
“It has been a week since
Somaliland received formal
recognition,” he said. “Awdal is a
part of Somaliland, and we
wholeheartedly welcome it. For
thirty-five years, Somaliland has
been knocking on the world’s door
asking to be recognized. Whoever
comes forward—we will not turn
them away. We welcome them.”
He stressed that politics, religion,
and culture are separate matters,
adding: “Everyone has their own
beliefs. Those crit icizing
Somaliland today are the same
ones who first acknowledged
similar formalities.”
Addressing neighboring countries,
the Vice President stated: “We want
to live in peace with our neighbors.
Every nation is independent in its
responsibilities, interests, economy,
and politics. Let each govern its own
as Somaliland steadily chart its own
future as per her own aspirations”.
He reminded the audience that
President Abdirahman Mohamed
Abdullahi (Irro) had previously sent
formal requests for recognition to
139 countries, adding: “We are
waiting. They will come, and we will
welcome them.”

On security, the Vice President
described it as “a precious asset,”
urging citizens to work together to
preserve it from within and stand
united against any attempts to
undermine or interfere with
Somaliland’s stability.
“I call upon all of us to jointly protect
the security of Awdal region—one
of the keys to Somaliland
foundation,” he said.

Somaliland as a sovereign state on
December 26, 2025, marking a
significant turning point in its 34-
year journey since declaring
independence.
Ambassador Goth, a veteran
journalist and seasoned diplomat,
refrained from naming specific
countries but confirmed that “a few
countries are in the pipeline” for
establishing diplomatic or consular
relations with Somaliland. When
pressed on whether other nations
had expressed openness to such
relations, he responded, “I think it’s
not appropriate for me now to name
countries, but yes, we had a few
countries in the pipeline. That is
good news.”
Goth highlighted that the 1960 Act
of Union between the former State
of Somali land and the Trust
Territory of Somalia lacked proper
mutual ratification, rendering it
legally invalid. Somaliland’s
legislature passed its version of the
Act on June 27, 1960, but Somalia
approved a different text, and no
single, mutually agreed-upon
instrument was ever enacted. This
discrepancy was further evidenced
in a 1961 constitutional referendum,
where northern voters
overwhelmingly rejected the
proposed framework.
The representative also referenced
a 1961 military court ruling in
Mogadishu following a failed coup
attempt by northern officers seeking
to restore Somaliland’s
independence. The court acquitted
the officers, noting the absence of
a binding union, which
underscored the legal fragility of the
merger.

These comments respond to
heightened international attention
on Somaliland’s status, including
references to the African Union’s
2005 fact-finding mission. The AU
report concluded that the union
“was never ratified” and
“malfunctioned,” describing
Somaliland’s case for recognition
as “historically unique and self-
justified in African political history.”
Goth’s statements have resonated
widely on social media, with
supporters praising his clear
articulation of Somaliland’s
position. Many view the arguments
as reinforcing the territory’s de jure
sovereignty, dating back to its brief
independence on June 26, 1960.
As Somali land advances its
diplomatic efforts for global
recognition—bolstered by recent
developments such as Israel’s
formal acknowledgment of its
independence in December
2025—Goth emphasized that
sovereign nations should engage
with Somaliland on the basis of
these established legal and
historical grounds.
Somaliland’s pursuit of recognition
continues to draw global interest,
rooted in its distinct colonial history,
democratic governance, and
peaceful self-administration since
1991.
Somaliland’s US Representative
Explains No Legal Union Existed
with Somalia, Citing 1961 Court
Ruling.
Bashir Goth has clarified that the
Republic of Somaliland was never
legally incorporated into Somalia’s
framework, pointing to the 1961
ruling as confirmation of the union’s
invalidity.

Somaliland marks the beginning of
a broader wave of international
acceptance.
“I am giving good news to the
people that many other countries
will join us on the path and will
recognize us, God willing,” he said.
The words spark optimism amid
the historic shift following Israel’s
groundbreaking decision on
December 26 to become the first
UN member state to formally
acknowledge Somaliland’s
sovereignty.
The president extended profound
gratitude to cabinet members,
parliamentarians from both houses,
political parties, the media, and civil
society for their unwavering support
in advancing Somaliland’s quest for
global recognition.

He highlighted the nation’s
remarkable unity, describing it as
“100% united” in pursuit of this goal.
In a critique aimed at opposition
from Mogadishu, President Irro
praised Somali land’s religious
scholars as “heroes” who stood
firmly with their people, countering
what he described as Somalia’s
primary tactic of deploying clerics
to block recognition efforts.
“The main weapon Somalia used
in its war against Somaliland to
prevent recognition was the
religious scholars. And I thank
Somaliland’s clergy for showing
that they are heroes,” he stated.
Addressing known adversaries, the
president urged citizens to remain
vigilant: “Somaliland has gained
and clearly identified many people

and countries that have shown
hostility toward Somaliland and its
people” he said, and added, “we
hold no hostility toward anyone, but
those who have shown it to us, we
must know them, distinguish them
from us, and label them as
enemies; those who are friends with
us will remain friends”.
He continued, “To those dismayed
by Somali land’s progress, he
offered a firm message: ‘Confine
yourselves to your work and
interests; no one can stop
Somaliland’s recognition’”.
Turning to domestic security,
President Abdirahman Irro issued a
passionate call to action, urging that
every citizen play an active role in
safeguarding the nation.
“I urge that we protect our security,
that every citizen becomes vigilantes
as do police officers, intelligence
agents, peacekeepers, and
guardians, and that the people unite
and be in solidarity,” he said. “We
need to further strengthen that unity
and collectively safeguard the
victory.”
As the year draws to a close, the
President’s words resonate as a
rallying cry for continued resilience
and collective effort, positioning
Somaliland on the cusp of greater
international legitimacy after
decades of de facto independence.

“Borama is among the founding
cities of Somaliland. Today, no one
with ulterior motives can claim
Somaliland does not exist—we call
that a lie”, he said.
The visit and remarks come amid
heightened national pride following
Somaliland’s first formal
international recognition and
underscore the government’s focus
on internal peaceful unity and
regional stability.

Israeli UN Envoy Danny.............

reaction as a clear case of double
standards and hypocrisy.
Danon pointed out the
inconsistency when countries
unilaterally recognize a Palestinian
state, it is accepted without
discussion or objection. But when
Israel exercises its sovereign right
to recognize Somaliland—a stable,
democratic entity that has
functioned independently for over
three decades—the Council rushes
to convene an emergency session.
This reveals the persistent bias and
hypocrisy of certain members.
In statements on X on January 2,
2026, he emphasized that
establishing a state for Somaliland
“is not a choice but a necessity and
not a favor but a right—the integral
right of the people of Somaliland.”
Danon contrasted this with remarks
made by Algeria’s foreign minister
at the UN General Assembly in
September, who stated:
“Establishing a state is not a choice,
but a necessity. It is not a favor, but a
right.” He noted that such rhetoric
receives support and applause
from the UN when applied to
Palestinians, but draws

condemnation when applied to
Somaliland.
Danon concluded by highlighting
the UN’s dual approach: “Yet in the
UN you are one standard for the
Palestinians and another standard
for the entire world—shameful.”
The United States defended Israel’s
sovereign right to make the
decision during a UN Security
Council emergency session on
December 29, 2025, drawing a
similar comparison to unilateral
recognitions of a Palestinian state
earlier in the year, while clarifying
that there had been no change in
its own policy toward Somaliland.
Danon’s comments follow Israel’s
landmark decision on December
26, 2025, to become the first UN
member state to formally recognize
the Republic of Somaliland’s
sovereignty. The joint declaration,
signed with Somaliland’s President
Abdirahman Mohamed Abdullahi
(also known as Irro) in the spirit of
the Abraham Accords, establishes
full diplomatic relations, including
the exchange of embassies and
ambassadors.
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Somaliland Strongly Rejects Somalia President’s............. Israel Defends Recognition

of Somaliland at UN, Gains
Strong US Support

 Somaliland Media Holds Landmark Conference...............

regarding the alleged resettlement
of Palestinians or the establishment
of foreign mili tary bases in
Somaliland.
In an official statement issued on
Wednesday, the ministry declared:
“The Government of the Republic
of Somaliland firmly rejects false
claims made by the President of
Somalia alleging the resettlement
of Palestinians or the establishment
of military bases in Somaliland.

Somaliland’s engagement with the
State of Israel is purely diplomatic,
conducted in full respect of
international law and the mutual
sovereign interests of both
countries. These baseless
allegations are intended to mislead
the international community and
undermine Somaliland’s
diplomatic progress. Somaliland
remains committed to regional

stability and peaceful international
cooperation.
The strongly worded response
follows recent claims by President
Mohamud, who cited Somalia
intelligence sources suggesting
that Somaliland had agreed to host
an Israeli military base and resettle
displaced Palestinians in exchange
for diplomatic recognition.
Somaliland has consistently denied
any such arrangements, insisting
that its newly established ties with
Israel—following Israel’s
recognition of Somaliland’s
independence in December
2025—are strictly diplomatic in
nature. The statement underscores
Somaliland’s determination to
advance its international standing
while dismissing the allegations as
an attempt to sow confusion and
hinder its progress on the global
stage.

Africa should follow in Israel’s..........

Mohamoud Walaaleye
In a significant gathering aimed at
strengthening the role of the media
in nation-building, journalists,
editors, and media stakeholders
from across Somaliland convened
a major national conference in
Hargeisa today.
The conference focused on three
core themes: leading social unity,
safeguarding the core values of
Somaliland’s statehood, and
advancing the international
recognition agenda.
Participants stressed that the media
bears a critical responsibility to
protect the nation’s interests at all
times. They firmly resolved that all
forms of media must avoid
publishing or broadcasting content
that could damage social cohesion
or harm the country’s national
image.
A strong call was made to uphold
the highest standards of journalistic
ethics and to exercise utmost
caution when reporting on issues
that could potentially fuel division or
weaken the collective bond among
Somalilanders.
According to the Somaliland News
Agency (SOLNA), the conference
directed television stations, radio
outlets, newspapers, and online
platforms to actively engage in
public awareness initiatives that
promote national unity and highlight
the country’s broader interests.
The meeting further affirmed that
the media should serve as a
reliable pillar supporting
Somaliland’s national identity and
aspirations while steering clear of
any material that could undermine
fundamental national values.
The conference warmly endorsed
recent initiatives by the Somaliland
Journalists Association (SOLJA) to
enhance the professionalism,
quality, and accountability of the
media sector. Delegates also urged
the government to maintain and
increase its support for media
development, enabling the sector to

play a more effective role in
educating the public, fostering
peace, and protecting the nation’s
overall interests. The event
concluded with a renewed pledge

from Somali land’s media
community to act as responsible
stewards of unity, stability, and
progress in the ongoing journey
toward international recognition.

Some political questions refuse to
go away, not because they are
complicated, but because
answering them would require a
degree of honesty that we often
overlook. Somaliland is one such
case. For more than three decades,
it has governed itself, held elections,
maintained security, and managed
its affairs with l ittle outside
assistance. And yet, officially, it
remains unseen.
Israel’s December 26, 2025,
decision to recognize
Somaliland as a sovereign and
independent state, the first country
in more than three decades to
extend such recognition, has
brought that contradiction back into
view.
Israel’s move has been termed
unprecedented. But it is not. When
Somaliland brief ly gained

independence in 1960 after British
decolonization, Israel was among
the first 35 countries to recognize it.
That period was, however, short-
lived.
Somaliland soon entered into a
voluntary union with Somalia, in the
hope of a stronger, unified state. A
‘Greater Somalia’, they called it.
The outcome is well known. The
union failed, repression followed,
and the Somali state collapsed into
prolonged conflict.
It is important to note that
Somaliland did not break away
through force. It is a former
sovereign entity that entered the
union voluntari ly in 1960 and
withdrew from it in 1991 when that
union ceased to function to protect
its people.
Let it also be known that Israel’s
recognition today does not invent a

new relationship; it revisits one
interrupted by political failure.
Since reclaiming its independence
in 1991, Somaliland has governed
itself continuously without
international recognition,
peacekeeping forces, or inherited
state institutions. The systems that
exist today were built from the
ground up. Elections were
organized repeatedly, power
changed hands peacefully, and
internal stability was preserved in a
region where instability became the
norm.
These are not abstract claims. Over
the years, Somaliland has drawn
professionals from across the
African continent, individuals who
would not relocate or commit their
expertise in the absence of
functioning systems. This goes to
show that our institutions work and
that contracts are honored. Aren’t
these markers of a functioning
state?
Additionally, Somaliland has shown
itself to be a credible partner in
regional security, counterterrorism
cooperation, and maritime stability
along vital global trade routes. It
offers opportunities in renewable
energy, fisheries, logistics, and
digital infrastructure, all which have

been sustained without external
trusteeship.
Yet Somaliland remains
unrecognized, particularly by
African states. The explanation
mostly given is adherence to the
principle of territorial integrity. This
principle is not arbitrary; it emerged
from Africa’s post-independence
experience as a safeguard against
fragmentation and instability. For a
time, it served an essential purpose.
But principles are not ends in
themselves. In the case of
Somaliland, this rigidity produces
an uneasy contradiction: A polity that
has built peace, institutions, and
democratic practice is disregarded,
while a state that has long struggled
to exercise authority retains
unquestioned legal standing.
Africa should not wait for external
actors to validate what the evidence
already demonstrates. The African
Union, IGAD, and individual states,
from Kenya and Ethiopia to Rwanda
and Ghana, possess both the
mandate and institutional maturity
to engage Somaliland based on
facts rather than inherited
assumptions, and after 34 years of
self-governance, that
acknowledgment is overdue.
Dr Mohamed is ambassador of the
Republic of Somaliland in Kenya

Mohamoud Walaaleye
Israel has robustly defended its
historic recognition of Somaliland
as an independent sovereign state
during a United Nations Security
Council session, highlighting the
region’s longstanding effective
governance and historical
independence.
Israel’s Deputy Ambassador to the
UN, Jonathan Miller, delivered a
detailed statement emphasizing the
historical context, including
Somaliland’s brief independence in
1960 (recognized by Israel and over
30 other countries at the time), the
atrocities faced during Somalia’s
civil war—widely acknowledged as
genocide—and its successful
reassertion of statehood in 1991
with functioning democratic
institutions for over 34 years.
Mil ler stressed that Israel’s
recognition is grounded in
international law and fact-based
reality, noting prior engagements by
countries including the UK,
Ethiopia, and others. He described
the move as fostering close
cooperation in economic,
technological, agricultural, and

diplomatic fields, while promoting
regional stability.
The United States provided strong
backing for Israel’s decision. US
Deputy Ambassador Tammy Bruce
affirmed: “Israel has the same right
to conduct diplomatic relations as
any other sovereign state.” The US
highlighted the principle of
sovereign equality in diplomacy,
welcoming the development as
consistent with established
practices.
In Somaliland’s capital, Hargeisa,
the public celebrated
enthusiastically, viewing Israel’s
clear aff irmation and the US
endorsement as major milestones
toward broader international
acceptance.
Chinese and Turkish media outlets
have extensively covered the news
regarding the United States’
welcoming of Israel’s recognition of
Somaliland, portraying it as a move
that could encourage other
countries to fol low suit, and
discussing how Somaliland has
moved beyond being a purely local
issue or whether it should be
reintegrated with Somalia.
This recognition represents a
historic victory for Somaliland after
a long period of diplomatic
isolation, and it is expected to lead
to significant international support,
with the world now awaiting the
moment when other countries will
join in, where the United States
could play a crucial role in the near
future.
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The Legal Status of the Republic..................................... Refuting Djibouti’s Legal Objections.....

international law. Since reclaiming
its independence from Somalia in
1991, Somaliland has functioned
as a de facto state—complete with
its own government, currency,
democratic elections, and relative
stabili ty—yet it remains
unrecognized by most of the
international community.
As of December 2025, Israel
became the first United Nations
member state to formally recognize
the Republic of Somaliland as a
sovereign entity. This development
has renewed legal and scholarly
discussion concerning
Somaliland’s historical entitlement
to statehood, the legal validity of the
1960 union with Somalia, and the
application of foundational
principles of international and
African law, including uti possidetis
juris.
Somaliland’s argument is
distinctive: it is not a secessionist
movement seeking to carve out new
territory from an existing state but
rather a restoration of sovereignty
that existed briefly but independently
in 1960. This position aligns closely
with international legal standards
and AU precedents, even as
political realities have long delayed
recognition.
Historical Foundations:
Independence and the Flawed
Union of 1960
On June 26, 1960, the former British
Somaliland Protectorate achieved
full independence as the State of
Somaliland. It was recognized by
approximately 35 states, including
major powers, and entered the
international system as a sovereign
entity with defined borders and legal
personality.
Just five days later, on July 1, 1960,
Somaliland voluntarily united with
the former Italian-administered
Trust Territory of Somalia to form
the Somali Republic. The union was
driven by pan-Somali nationalism
but was marred by procedural flaws.
The agreed-upon Act of Union was
intended as a bilateral treaty
requiring mutual ratification.
Somaliland’s legislature passed the
Union of Somaliland and Somalia
Law on June 27, but Somalia’s
assembly never properly ratified an
identical instrument. Instead,
Somalia’s legislature approved a
different version “in principle,” and

the union proceeded via a
provisional constitution adopted by
acclamation without full debate or
harmonization.
Legal scholars have long
questioned the union’s validity.
Experts, including those citing
analyses from the era, note that the
absence of a single, ratified Act of
Union rendered the merger legally
defective. The union never fully
extinguished Somaliland’s prior
sovereignty under international law,
a point reinforced by the fact that
the 1961 retroactive Act of Union
(passed in Somalia) attempted to
dissolve Somaliland’s
independence backdated to
1960—a violation of principles
against retroactive legislation.
Restoration, Not Secession: The
1991 DeclarationThe union’s
collapse came amid Somalia’s
descent into civil war and the brutal
repression of northern populations
(including the 1988–1991
destruction of Hargeisa). In May
1991, Somaliland’s elders and the
Somali National Movement (SNM)
revoked the union at the Burao
Conference, reasserting
sovereignty within the original
colonial borders.
This act is not secession from a
functioning state but restoration of
a pre-existing sovereignty.
International law distinguishes
between unlawful secession (which
presupposes an effective central
authority) and the dissolution of
defective unions or the restoration
of prior statehood.
Alignment with African Union
Principles
The AU’s foundational document,
the Constitutive Act, emphasizes
territorial integrity and respect for
borders existing at independence—
codified in the principle of uti
possidetis juris. This rule, adopted
by the Organization of African Unity
(OAU) in 1964, aims to prevent
border disputes by preserving
colonial boundaries.
Somaliland’s claim adheres strictly
to this principle: its territory matches
the former British Somaliland
Protectorate’s borders, without
seeking to alter or annex others. Far
from threatening African unity,
Somaliland’s position upholds the
integrity of inherited borders by
rejecting the unlawful expansion of

a failed union. Critics fear
recognition could open a
“Pandora’s box” of secessionism,
but Somaliland’s unique historical
c o n t e x t — p r e - e x i s t i n g
independence and a defective
merger—sets it apart.
The 2005 AU Fact-Finding Mission:
A Pivotal AssessmentIn April–May
2005, the AU dispatched a Fact-
Finding Mission to Somaliland. The
mission’s report was remarkably
sympathetic, concluding that the
1960 union was never properly
ratified and “malfunctioned,”
leading to injustice and suffering. It
described Somaliland’s case as
“historically unique and self-
justified” in African political history,
noting its democratic governance,
effective institutions, and popular
support for independence.
The mission recommended a
“special method” for addressing the
case without equating it to ordinary
secessionism. It highlighted how
non-recognition hindered
development and urged the AU to
engage. Despite this authoritative
endorsement, the AU has not acted,
prioritizing Somalia’s territorial
integrity amid ongoing instability.
Current Developments and the Path
Forward
As of late December 2025, Israel’s
recognition constitutes a significant
legal and diplomatic development.
In this context, the Republic of
Somaliland regards recognition as
further affirmation of the legal basis
of its position under international
law.
Under the declaratory theory of
statehood (per the 1933
Montevideo Convention),
Somaliland meets the criteria: a
permanent population, defined
territory, effective government, and
capacity for international relations.
Recognition remains primarily
political, not legal. Continued non-
recognition stems from caution over
African precedents, not inherent
deficiencies in Somaliland’s case.
An AU-led process—perhaps a new
fact-finding mission or mediated
dialogue—could resolve this
impasse. Recognition would affirm
legal norms rather than undermine
them, rewarding effective
governance and peace in a volatile
region.
In conclusion, Somaliland’s quest
is grounded in verifiable history,
flawed legal foundations of the 1960
union, and alignment with AU
principles. The 2005 mission’s
findings and Israel’s recent move
underscore its exceptional status.
As the Horn of Africa evolves,
addressing Somali land’s case
could enhance regional stability,
demonstrating that international law
can accommodate unique
circumstances without jeopardizing
the continental order.
Dr. Abdisamad Omar Mal
Senior Legal Advisor to H.E. the
President
Republic of Somaliland

of Africa. Today, those currents
surge with unprecedented force: On
December 26, 2025, Israel became
the first nation to formally recognize
the Republic of Somaliland as an
independent sovereign state,
signing a mutual declaration with
Somaliland’s President
Abdirahman Mohamed Abdullahi.
This breakthrough, framed in the
spirit of the Abraham Accords, has
ignited global debate and drawn
sharp rebukes—most notably from
Djibouti under President Ismail
Omar Guelleh.
Djibouti’s government, alongside
allies, has condemned the move as
a violation of international law, a
threat to Somalia’s territorial
integrity, a breach of Africa’s colonial
border norms, and a catalyst for
regional instability. While these
objections carry the weight of
regional solidarity, they rest on
selective readings of law and
history. In the spirit  of honest
reflection that defines our poetic
tradition, let us examine them with
clarity and rigor.
I. Recognition as a Violation of
International Law?
Djibouti claims that recognizing
Somaliland defies core principles
of international law. Yet no treaty,
custom, or judicial ruling prohibits
recognition. It remains a
discretionary, unilateral act of
sovereign states. The Montevideo
Convention (1933) outlines the
criteria for statehood—permanent
population, defined territory,
effective government, and capacity
for international relations—all of
which Somaliland has fulfil led
since 1991. The International Court
of Justice’s Advisory Opinion on
Kosovo (2010) confirms that
declarations of independence and
subsequent recognitions do not
inherently violate international law.
Djibouti’s assertion lacks solid legal
footing.
II. Territorial Integrity of Somalia
The principle of territorial integrity
is invoked as absolute. However, the
ICJ’s Kosovo opinion (paragraph
80) clarifies: “The principle of
territorial integrity is confined to the
sphere of relations between States.”
Somaliland did not seize territory; it
reclaimed the borders of the former
British Somaliland Protectorate,
which enjoyed brief independence
from June 26 to July 1, 1960, before
uniting with Somalia. This is
restoration, not conquest.

III. The Sanctity of Colonial Borders
in Africa
Djibouti cites the 1964 Cairo
Resolution of the Organization of
African Unity (OAU), which sought
to preserve colonial borders to avert
chaos. Somaliland fully respects
this: its boundaries mirror those of
British Somaliland, just as Djibouti’s
mirror French Somaliland. The
African Union’s 2005 fact-finding
mission, led by Patrick Mazimhaka,
affirmed Somaliland’s compliance
and described its case as
“historically unique and self-justified
in African political history.”
IV. Sovereignty Over Part of Another
State’s Territory
Effective control defines sovereignty,
as upheld in ICJ precedents like
Island of Palmas and Western
Sahara. Since 1991, Somalia has
exercised no meaningful authority
over Somaliland. Hargeisa governs
with its own military, judiciary,
elections, currency, and secure
borders—a lived reality, not a
nominal claim.
V. Risk of Regional Destabilization
The fear of chaos is political, not
legal. History disproves it:
Eritrea’s 1993 independence did
not fracture Africa;
South Sudan’s 2011 secession,
despite challenges, did not spark
widespread balkanization;
Kosovo’s recognition has not
unraveled Europe.
International law evaluates facts and
principles, not speculative
anxieties.
Israel’s recognition is a pivotal step,
yet Djibouti’s response—shared
with Somalia, Egypt, Turkey, and
others—reflects deeper regional
tensions: concerns over precedent,
economic competition, and
geopolitical shifts. But legal merit
endures beyond politics.
Somaliland’s stability, democratic
governance, and adherence to
African norms make its case
compelling.
In our Somali poetry, truth emerges
in quiet persistence, not clamor.
Somaliland’s path embodies such
truth. The time has come for the
region and the world to
acknowledge it.
Hassan Dahir Weedhsame is a
Somali poet, songwriter, and
literary critic based in Hargeisa.
His works explore identity,
justice, and the enduring
aspirations of the Somali people.
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Why Somaliland’s Recognition Matters: Seeing....... A Diplomatic Breakthrough:

Somaliland’s Foreign DG
Hails Israel’s Recognition of

Sovereignty

especially the accolade by Israel as
the first United Nations member
state to officially recognize the
sovereignty of Somaliland has been
celebrated by many, challenged by
a few and condemned by others
outside our borders.

Every one of these responses has
the right to be voiced. Yet they must
be placed into context since the
story of Somaliland is one that the
world has not wished to see.

Somaliland did not get to this place
overnight, or without purpose.
Somaliland is a self-governing,
democratic 34-year-old peaceful
state. In the same time Somalia,
though still asserting its control has
had no political, mil itary, or
administrative control over
Somaliland. Not rhetoric but actual
life.

We have our own forces protecting
our borders. Our people are the
ones who elect our leaders.
Although it is not perfect, our
institutions operate and benefit
society. Where Mogadishu is weak,
Hargeisa is strong. Hargeisa has a
democratic politics where the
democratic governance has failed
elsewhere. Our towns of Burao,
Borama, Berbera, Erigavo are quiet
and governed by their own
institutions of Somaliland. This
peace, stability, and development
did not come in. They were
constructed with great difficulty by
Somalilanders themselves.

Someday before it was even
conceivable, Somaliland decided
the way to revenge was
reconciliation. We pacified clan
militias. We held conferences of
elders, intellectuals, and political
leaders several months at a time, in
Borama to build a modern and
democratic state based on
consensus, not coercion. This was
not overseen by foreign forces. It
was not run by international
trustees. It was local, very Somali
and very successful.

Somaliland was knocking on every
door for over three decades. We
have called on Muslim brother
countries, on the countries in the
region, to the African Union, and to

the United Nations. We did not seek
charity, but recognition of facts on
the ground. We requested the world
to see stabil ity where we are
encircled by instability, democracy
where we have chaos and peace
where we have conflict.

Those doors were kept mostly
closed.

Not in failure in Somaliland, but in
acknowledging Somaliland bravery,
sincerity, readiness to defy inherited
surmise about the Horn of Africa was
needed. It is against this backdrop
that new acknowledgement should
be viewed. Critics have to ask
themselves why not sooner but why
later once one UN member state
finally declared and before that our
friend Taiwan.

Where was the global indignation
when Somali land managed to
succeed without noise and help
unlike when others failed on billions
of dollars of aid? Where was the
appreciation when elections had
been conducted devoid of foreign
troops? When were externally
unsupervised institutions
constructed? In peace and the
flames, the region burnt?

Recognition is not betrayal. It is not
desperation. It is the logical
consequence of endurance.

Certainly, some Somalilanders are
quite understandably uncertain.
This is what I would tell them: we
are not selling our identity, our faith,
our values, and our sovereignty. The
alliances that Somaliland has are
not at the cost of its values. Islam is
not just a component of our culture;
it is a kind of constitutionally
guaranteed state religion. The
Shahadah is a visible sign of our
national flag. There is no
consensus, present or absent,
which undermines this corner.

Misinformation very recently such
as the rumor of the Palestinian being

relocated to Somaliland or that the
recognition is compromising our
Islamic values is not true and is
damaging. These are not issues
that were ever discussed. These
kinds of narratives are aimed at
insti ll ing fear where there are
certainty and trust.

I can observe with my own eyes what
recognition can open not only
diplomatically, but also materially,
as the Minister of Energy and
Minerals. The identif ication
facilitates the entry to responsible
investment, open partnerships,
energy development, job creation,
and integration of the economies.
They are not the ambitions of the
elite; they are the needs of a young
and enterprising population already
tested in their strength.

However, recognition is not a goal.
It is a responsibility. The government
of Somali land realizes that
sovereignty should be
accompanied by better
governance, increased institutions
and development equity. Systemic
weaknesses need to be addressed
to ensure every Somalilander
enjoys future opportunities.

To the world, especially the
accusers of this time. My humble,
yet assertive request is to see
Somaliland the way it is, and not the
way old maps would like it to be.
The 34-year delayed engagement
should not be turned into
engagement denied.

It has nothing to do with rewriting
the history or taking sides. It is
concerning matching international
policy to reality.

It was not Somali land that
demanded to be exceptional. It
became so by necessity.
Somaliland was not created by the
world; it  was formed by itself.
Recognition is merely the
recognition of what has been the
case. Should the international
community really believe in peace
and democracy and self-
determination, time has come to
stand with Somaliland not because
one nation has done it, but because
Somaliland has deserved its niche
within the world of nations.

The ability to learn and accept
successful realities is the future of
the Horn of Africa rather than
denying it. 

By: Hon. Eng. Ahmed Jama Barre

Minister for Energy and Minerals,
Republic of Somaliland.

Mohamoud Walaaleye
In an exclusive interview on
i24NEWS’s Middle East Now
program, Mohamed Abdirahman
Hassan, Director General of the
Republic of Somaliland’s Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, hailed Israel’s
formal recognition of Somaliland
as an independent sovereign state
on December 26, 2025, as a
“historic and long-overdue
milestone.”
Israel thus became the first United
Nations member state to extend
official diplomatic recognition to
Somaliland since it restored its
independence from Somalia on
May 18, 1991.
Hassan expressed profound
national pride and gratitude,
viewing the decision as the long-
awaited first step toward broader
international legitimacy.
“It has always been the ambition of
the Government of Somaliland to
have the first country step forward
and recognize us,” he said. “Israel
has initiated what we call long-
overdue recognition, and many
countries will follow. We will have
many more, but it is not suitable to
reveal them now. This step is the
beginning of many more.”
He underscored Somaliland’s
strategic priority of building
alliances with nations that advance
peace, security, stabili ty, and
economic prosperity.
“We already have strong trade ties
with countries including the UAE
and our neighbor Ethiopia, and we
wil l continue to build more,”
Hassan noted, “Somaliland will
have more bilateral relations.”
Highlighting the mutual benefits of
partnership with Israel, he praised
the country’s economic and
technological prowess:
“We appreciate that the state of
Israel is a strong country
economically, and we hope
Somaliland offers a wide range of
options that will contribute to a

mutual partnership—starting with
trade, tourism, agriculture. There
are many areas we can exchange
and collaborate on. Somaliland has
many untapped resources, and now
we will  have a knowledgeable
country to collaborate with.”
The announcement tr iggered
widespread celebrations across
Somaliland, with joyful crowds of
young people, men, and women
filling the streets. Hassan drew
symbolic parallels to June 26, 1960,
when Somali land f irst gained
independence from British colonial
rule, describing the recognition as
a deeply meaningful culmination of
decades of aspiration.
Addressing potential geopolitical
concerns, Hassan pointed to
established precedents:
“Turkey’s early bilateral relations,
Egypt’s peace treaty, and Qatar’s
ties demonstrate that Muslim-
majority countries have long
engaged with Israel. Somaliland
pursues its own sovereign interests
without taking direction from
others.”
Hassan credited President
Abdirahman Mohamed Abdullahi
Irro’s decisive leadership for this
diplomatic breakthrough,
emphasizing that Somaliland’s
progress toward international
recognition stems from its
consistent record of governance,
democratic institutions, and relative
stabili ty over more than three
decades.
While Somaliland has functioned
as a stable nation since 1991
without prior formal recognition
from any UN member state, Israel’s
decision is widely regarded as a
potential turning point. It may open
doors to expanded partnerships in
diplomacy, trade, agriculture,
technology, and security.
Republic of Somaliland remains
steadfast in asserting its sovereignty
and views this historic step as a
foundation for future global
acceptance.
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THT Puzzle

DOWN
1 question.
2 confirm.
3 shed tears
4 vicinity
5 travelers
6 increasing
7 U’S
9 Have a meal
12 Almost immediately
13 Sun shine
15 Nearby
16 Simple
22 brain power
23 individual
25 Perceive or look
28 possessive pronoun
29 Carpet
31 double or single bed
32 Negative or nope

ACROSS

1be present.
3 crowns head wear
8 storylines.
 10 Yeah
11 Support
14 Concern assist
17 Negative
18 Cause
19 Travel
22 be present
24 Remains
26 Furthermore
27 Symbols
30 United Nations in
short forms
31 Be there
34 Atop
35 Stated

Previous Answer

Prepaired by: Abdillahi Said Muhummed

Republic of Somaliland
Recalls Ambassador to

Djibouti for Consultations

Republic of Somaliland has
recalled its representative to Djibouti
to Hargeisa for consultations, the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
International Cooperation said in an
official statement on Wednesday.
“The Government of the Republic
of Somaliland has recalled its
Representative to the Republic of
Djibouti to Hargeisa for
consultations, as part of ongoing
diplomatic engagements and in line
with established diplomatic
practice,” the ministry said.
Officials confirmed that
Somaliland’s ambassador to
Djibouti is currently in Hargeisa
following the recall.
In a related development, Djibouti’s
ambassador to Somaliland left
Hargeisa on Wednesday morning
and travelled to Djibouti, according
to officials familiar with the matter,
indicating that both sides have
summoned their envoys.
Diplomatic sources and regional
analysts said the move comes after
Israel’s recognition of Somaliland,
a step that Djibouti is among the
countries that have publicly
opposed, contributing to
heightened diplomatic tensions in
the Horn of Africa.

Djibouti has taken a position
rejecting Somaliland’s growing
international acceptance, officials
said, a stance that has strained
relations between the two
neighbours.
Diplomatic sources said the
simultaneous return of
ambassadors constitutes a formal
recall for consultations — a
recognised diplomatic step used to
signal dissatisfaction while stopping
short of severing relations.
Neither government provided
further details on the consultations.
Djibouti’s foreign ministry did not
immediately respond to a request
for comment.”
Djibouti needs to adjust to the reality
that Somaliland is now a recognised
state and is on the path toward
broader international recognition.
Djibouti cannot stop that
momentum,” said Rashid Abdi, a
research director specialising in the
Horn of Africa.
“Fomenting unrest or destabilising
Somaliland would be unwise. A
calmer, more pragmatic approach
based on cooperation rather than
confrontation would better serve
regional stability,” he added.

Netanyahu to Newsmax:
Somaliland Wants In on

Abraham Accords
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu told Newsmax that
Israel has formally recognized
Somaliland, describing the move as
support for a “moderate, democratic
Muslim country” seeking closer ties
with Israel through the Abraham
Accords. In an exclusive sit down

interview with Greta Van

Susteren at Mar-a-Lago,

Netanyahu said Somaliland’s
leadership and political system set
it apart from the rest of Somalia,
which he characterized as unstable
and plagued by terrorism.

“Somaliland has 6 million citizens,
moderate Muslims; they want to join
the Abraham Accords,” Netanyahu
said. “They are democratic, they’ve
held elections.” “The rest of
Somalia has been a hodgepodge,
with al-Shabaab terrorists and no
real elections for decades,” he

added. Netanyahu said Israel
became the first country to
recognize Somaliland, arguing
democratic governance and a
willingness to pursue peace with
Israel justified the decision.

“Why not support a democratic,
moderate Muslim country that
wants to join the Abraham Accords?”
he said. “I think everybody should
do that. If we have to be first, then
we’ll be first.” Netanyahu added that
the move aligns with Israel’s
broader effort, alongside President
Donald Trump, to expand the
Abraham Accords beyond the
Middle East to additional Muslim-
majority countries. Netanyahu
made the remarks as he wrapped
up a wide-ranging interview
touching on Iran, regional security,
and Israel’s diplomatic strategy,
before noting he was departing for
Somaliland.
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De Facto Diplomacy: Taiwan’s Quest for

Ontological Security in Somaliland

If this model is presented as
directed to Somaliland’s growth, it
seems that the content and
specificity of this model of
assistance are not excessively
detailed in these documents. On the
contrary, it is way more clearly
specified that this Taiwanese
model comes as an opposition to
China’s way of interacting with its
African partners by evoking the risk
of debt traps. This model of
cooperation between Taiwan and
Somaliland is also presented as
something that can be used to
gather further support among
African countries, which are
expected to «further support ‘Let
Taiwan help’»27.
Lastly, an important aspect of
Taiwanese narratives that can be
found when the Somaliland-Taiwan
relationship is evoked is about
justifying the latter’s very existence.
In fact, a statement from March
2025 reasserts the legitimacy of
Taiwan’s existence and legitimacy:
«Neither Taiwan nor China is
subordinate to the other, and China
has never governed Taiwan for a
second. We strongly refute China’s
false claims of territorial sovereignty
that completely ignore the
fundamental truth.»28
Narratives on the
International Order
Lastly, in relation to the presented
democratic characteristics and a
specific model of cooperation,
Taiwanese narratives do spend
time framing themselves as a
responsible member of the
international community regarding
global challenges. For instance, on
December 4, 2022, Taiwan and
Somaliland signed an Agreement
on the Dispatch of Volunteers with
the Cheetah Conservation Fund in
Somaliland. If this agreement
seems anecdotal, it is described as
a way for Taiwan to tackle global
challenges such as the protection
of biodiversity. Further in the
speech, the statement asserts that:
«As a responsible member of the
international community, Taiwan
has complied with the Convention
on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna
and Flora for many years.»29
It is worth mentioning that Taiwan
is not able to be a part of this
convention due to its de facto
statehood but still portrays itself as To be continue next week

a model that is committed to
protecting biodiversity.
Surprisingly enough, narratives
along the lines of stigmatization in
the international system weren’t
common in the studied data.
However, concerning climate
change, the inability to «fully engage
the formal dialogue of climate
actions»30 is evoked in Taiwanese
narratives. As was the case with its
compliance with the norms of the
Convention on International Trade
in Endangered Species of Wild
Fauna and Flora, Taiwanese
representatives highlighted that the
willingness of the highland to act
within mult ilateral frameworks
clashes with its inability to be fully
inserted in these political platforms
reserved for states. In 2023, the
representative of Taiwan to
Somaliland regarding the COP28
declared that the very fact that
Taiwan, as a central component,
was barred from participating in the
conferences constitutes an
injustice. They notably added that
“Denying Taiwan is to Deny Global
Climate Reforms”31.
In the same way, we would have
expected more direct references to
Somali land’s widespread
nonrecognition; only support of their
relationship is evoked.
Summary of the
findings and
interconnections of
the narratives
In this section, Figure 1 in the
Figures and Tables section
synthesizes the three-layered
narrative model applied to
our case and il lustrates how
narratives about the self and
significant others are
interconnected.
First, it seems that Taiwan sees
itself as on the «right side of
history»32 in these three layers of
discourses. The analysis of these
statements and discourses showed
that Taiwan divides the international
community into two incompatible
blocks. The first sphere includes
democratic countries. At the
significant other level, the US is
welcomed as it supports Taiwan’s
democracy and existence. And
Taiwan describes its partnerships
in the region (including Somaliland)
as a way to strengthen shared
values. This coincides with
narratives about the self that

Somaliland Political Parties Back
Ties with Israel, Call for National

Unity and United Frontacknowledge and praise
democratic values, which even
influence the way it cooperates with
Somaliland. The second
sphere includes China and
potentially its allies (even though
they are not mentioned in the
studied data).
Unsurprisingly, China is described
as a challenge to peace, stability,
and universal values praised by the
democracies and pictured as a
threat to the very existence of
Taiwan.
Conclusion
Against this background, we can
now assess what our analysis can
give as answers to our research
question: Why do de facto states,
despite their limited capacity to
provide physical security, pursue
bilateral relations? Our analysis
of the data has shown that by
pursuing bilateral relations, de facto
states, as Taiwan did, seek
ontological security through the
deployment of narratives based on
their relationship with their peer. In
our case, we did expect more
direct references to the absence of
widespread recognition and
stigmatization in the international
community (which we touched
upon a bit). We still argue that these
bilateral relationships between de
facto states allow them to develop
fixed views of what they are, who
their friends and enemies are, and
how they can act in the international
system.
Lastly, further studies could look at
discourses on the two sides of the
relationships, as well as compare
narratives in de facto bilateral
couples. This case study was
insightful in the sense that Taiwan’s
relationship with Somaliland,
which cannot guarantee its physical
security, enabled the former to
deploy narratives as a way to seek
ontological security. However, this
has not been considered in the
context of this course due to the
word limit. One last option for
further study is that we could have
also looked at Taiwanese
statements in the context of bilateral
relations with African countries for
a comparative study.
Figures and Tables
Table 1. Criteria for de facto
statehood based on Pegg’s
definition (work of the author).
Notes

Bibliography

Atimniraye Nyelade, R. (2024,
June 27). Strategic diplomacy
beyond recognition: Taiwan and
Somaliland’s peoplecentered
relations in the global arena .
Kujenga Amani. https://kujenga-
amani.ssrc.org/2024/06/27/
strategicdiplomacy- beyond-
recognition-taiwan-and-
somalilands-people-centered-
relations-in-the-global-arena/

CAUTIONARY NOTICE
TRADE MARK – SOMALILAND

ROYALS
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of:
Rothmans of Pall Mall Limited, a Swiss company of Route de la Nods 3, 2926
Boncourt, Switzerland and is used in connection with: Cigarettes; tobacco, raw or
manufactured; roll your own tobacco; pipe tobacco; tobacco products; tobacco
substitutes (not for medical purposes); cigars; cigarillos; cigarette lighters for smokers;
cigar lighters for smokers; matches; smokers’ articles; cigarette paper; cigarette tubes;
cigarette filters; pocket apparatus for rolling cigarettes; hand held machines for
injecting tobacco into paper tubes; electronic cigarettes; liquids for electronic cigarettes;
tobacco products for the purpose of being heated..

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person
or company who uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise
infringes the rights of the said company.

CAUTIONARY NOTICE
TRADE MARK – SOMALILAND

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of:
Kaane American International Tobacco Company FZE, of Plot No. MO 07111, PO
Box 61021, Jebel Ali Free Zone, Dubai, United Arab Emirates and is used in
connection with: Tobacco, smoker’s articles, matches.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person
or company who uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise
infringes the rights of the said company.

The three national political parties of the
Republic of Somaliland – Kulmiye,
Waddani and Kaah – issued a rare joint
on Tuesday Israel’s recognition of the
Republic of Somaliland’s sovereignty
calling it a historic breakthrough in
Somaliland’s decades-long quest for
international legitimacy.
In the statement, the parties said the move
affirmed Somaliland’s statehood,
democratic credentials and role as a
stabilising partner in the volatile Horn of
Africa, and praised Israel for establishing
diplomatic relations.
“We warmly welcome and endorse mutual
recognition between the Republic of
Somaliland and the State of Israel,” the
parties said, adding that such recognition
would contribute positively to democracy,
political stability and prosperity in the
region and beyond.
The parties said Somaliland’s statehood
is grounded in the will of its people,
historical facts and international law. They
noted that Somali land gained
independence from Britain on June 26,
1960, was recognised by 35 countries,
and later entered a voluntary union with
Italian-administered Somalia on July 1,
1960.
That union, they said, effectively ended
in 1991, when Somaliland reasserted its
sovereignty within the borders inherited
at independence, in line with the African
Union’s Constitutive Act, which upholds
respect for borders existing at the time of
independence.
Somaliland has since operated as a self-
governing state for more than three
decades, with its own constitution, elected
governments, security forces and

institutions. The parties said Somaliland
has demonstrated a sustained commitment
to peace, democratic governance and the
rule of law in a region frequently affected
by conflict.
They pointed to a record of successive
peaceful elections, constitutional order and
smooth transfers of power, saying
Somaliland meets the core criteria for
statehood under international law and has
proven itself to be a functioning
democracy in practice.
The communiqué also highlighted
Somaliland’s cooperation on security,
counterterrorism and maritime safety,
describing the territory as a responsible
and reliable partner in a strategic region
bordering the Red Sea and the Gulf of
Aden – one of the world’s most important
shipping corridors.
The parties urged Somaliland’s citizens
to remain calm and united, safeguard
public security and reject incitement and
misinformation, calling for continued
cooperation with security agencies as the
territory has done for more than three
decades.
They also called on the international
community to follow Israel’s example by
recognising Somaliland in accordance
with international law, saying the republic
seeks stable and constructive
partnerships based on mutual respect.
The joint position of all three major political
parties marks a rare moment of national
consensus and a renewed effort to
convert decades of de facto statehood into
formal international recognition.
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