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Somaliland vows to defend sovereignty and
safeguard peaceful stability to the hilt

By M.A. Egge

he government of the

Republic of Somaliland has

stepped up the efforts of
safeguarding and defending the
sovereignty of the nation to the hilt,
especially now in the wake of the
official recognition given by the
State of Israel.
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n a move that has sent
shockwaves rippling across the
Horn of Africa and beyond, Israel
has become the first country in over
three decades to formally recognize

The announcement on December
26, 2025, ignited street parties in
Hargeisa, where Israeli flags
fluttered defiantly from rooftops and
car antennas in a predominantly
Muslim society — scenes that

Somaliland as a sovereign state.
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he Ministry of Finance and
Economic Development of
the Republic of Somaliland
last week awarded 37 individuals

and entities as the country’s best
taxpayers for the year 2025 during a
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Somaliland vows  { o TR

It has sternly warned way-warders
and distracters, whether foreign or
otherwise, not to instigate breach of
peace or infringe upon the
sovereignty of the nation.

The Israeli move has laid bare the
foes of the essence and statehood
of Somaliland, who have most
recently shown marked animosity
towards the recognition.

To this effect, the 52nd session of
the Council of Ministers meeting,
held on Wednesday 28" January
2026, has vowed to take steps that
would focus on the defense of the
nation from within and without.
Chaired by the President H.E.
Abdirahman Mohamed Abdillahi
Irro, and flanked by his deputy the
Vice President, H.E. Mohamed Ali
aw Abdi, the cabinet underscored
its resolve to fully protect, defend
and safeguard the sovereignty of the
nation as per constitutional
etiquette demands.

The Head of State affirmed that
recognition is a national cause, a
popular demand, and a collective
aspiration rooted in the right to self-
determination of the people of
Somaliland.

The resolution which largely
centred on the collective
responsibilities of safeguarding
national cohesion, unity, solidarity
and peaceful stability would see to
it that the aspirations of the people
to sovereignty, adherence to
religious tenets and etiquettes, rule
of law as per constitution, and
bolstering democracy would be
unhindered.

The resolve is as per state
incumbency to see to it that the
nation sails smoothly towards its
envisioned goals.

The state warned that any
individual, groups of individuals or
any entity within the nation will not
be allowed to cause, or facilitate the
instigation of any action, that would
undermine or breach the peace,
unity, solidarity or cohesion of the
populaces.

So, too, is the same not to be
entertained from any outside or
foreign entity. The state, through its
security apparatus has been
charged to forestall or address such
scenarios as applicable, if they arise
atall.

Similarly, the freedom of expression
has been put on watch not to be
corrosive such as rendering the
peaceful stability cherished
asunder.

The President stated that the
Cabinet’s decision reflects the
broader national interest and called
on both the public and government
institutions to unite in defending
sovereignty, strengthening peace,
and enhancing Somaliland’s
image on the international stage.
In addition to issuing decisions
related to the recognition of
Somaliland, the cabinet discussed
a number of key national matters,
including the following:

1. National Security Situation

The Minister of Interior and National
Security, Hon. Abdalle Mohamed
Arab, briefed the session on the
overall security situation, stating that
security across the country remains
stable in all respects.

He noted that the recognition by
Israel has strengthened unity and
solidarity among the people of
Somaliland, particularly at this
sensitive post-recognition stage.
The Minister warned that hostility
toward Somaliland has increased,
underscoring the need to further
strengthen internal security and
cooperation between state
institutions and the public.

He called on the people of
Somaliland to remain united in
safeguarding national security and
stability.

2. National Revenue and Economic
Performance

The Minister of Finance and
Economic Development, Hon.
Abdillahi Hassan Adan, presented
a general financial report, stating
that revenue growth for January
2026 is progressing as planned,
reflecting positive financial
development.

He added that the Ministry has
unified the revenue collection
system of all government institutions
to enhance accountability and
financial transparency.
Furthermore, the Ministry has
launched accounting training and
capacity-building programs for
selected staff, delivered by the
National Institute of Accounting
Sciences. The Minister also
informed the Council that, in
cooperation with DP World, the
government is expanding services
at Berbera Port to stimulate national
economic growth.

3. Briefing on Religious Leaders
The Minister of Religious Affairs and
Endowments, Sheikh Abdullahi
Bashe Dahir Jama, informed the
Council that Somaliland’s religious
scholars are united in defending

national sovereignty and are playing
a vital role in supporting and
promoting the recognition of the
Republic of Somaliland.

He noted that scholars regularly
conduct lectures and public
awareness campaigns to highlight
the importance of nationhood, unity,
security, and the protection of

Somaliland’s core national
interests.
4. Regional Development

Framework and National Annual
Operational Development Plan
The Minister of Planning and
National Development, Hon. Kaltun
Sh. Hassan Abdi, briefed the cabinet
on plans to develop a Regional
Development Framework and a
Country Annual Operational
Development Plan.
She explained that the overall
objective of the Regional
Development Framework is to
design, implement, and ensure
balanced regional development by
linking district, regional, and
national plans, while actively
involving communities in identifying
development priorities.
She highlighted key benefits of the
framework, including:
¢ |dentifying regional needs,
o Aligning national
development plans,
o Attracting investment, and
e Guiding ministries,
donors, and the private
sector.
5. National Health Situation and
Fever Outbreak
The Minister of Health
Development, Dr. Hussein Bashir
Xirsi, briefed the Council on the
health sector, stating that the
Ministry’s  operations  are
proceeding smoothly and that
national health services are
functioning to the best extent
possible.
He also addressed the outbreak of
fever-related illnesses reported in
some regions, noting that the
Ministry has taken urgent preventive,
treatment, and awareness
measures, and has reinforced
response efforts with additional
medical staff and medicines.
The Minister further noted that
Hargeisa General Hospital
continues to provide essential
healthcare services to the public.
6. 8th Joint Review of the
National Education Sector Plan
The Minister of Education, Culture
and Science, Professor Ismael
Duale Yusuf, informed the Council
that the Ministry successfully
organized and conducted the 8th
Joint Review of the Somaliland
National Education Sector Plan
(JRES), along with the evaluation of
the Global Partnership for
Education (GPE) project.
He stated that the review assessed
achievements made in
implementing the 2026 Education
Sector Strategic Plan, as well as
ongoing education projects, with

Somaliland UK D|plomats.........

member state to do so—a
delegation from Somaliland’s
Embassy in the United Kingdom
visited the Embassy of the State of
Israel in London on January 29,
2026.

The Somaliland delegation, led by
His Excellency Ambassador Said
Hassan Bihi (also referred to as
Hon. Said Hassan Bihi), was
warmly received by Israel's Chargé
d’Affaires, Mrs. Daniela Grudsky
Ekstein, along with Political
Counselor Yossi Zilberman.

The meeting featured cordial and
productive discussions. The
Somaliland side expressed sincere
gratitude to Israel for its recognition
and provided a briefing on

rich historical

Somaliland’s
heritage, longstanding stability,

democratic governance, and
abundant natural resources.
Israeli officials expressed delight in
hosting the delegation and
appreciation for the constructive
exchange. Both sides reaffirmed
their shared commitment to
strengthening Dilateral ties,
expanding partnership, and
exploring avenues for enhanced
cooperation in the future.

This engagement highlights the
growing diplomatic momentum
between Somaliland and Israel in
the wake of the December
recognition, amid strategic
developments in the Horn of Africa
and Red Sea region.

the aim of strengthening access to
and quality of education.

The objectives of the review
included:

1. Measuring progress in
implementing the annual plan,

2. Strengthening governance and
coordination of education projects,
and

3. Identifying challenges facing
Somaliland’s education sector.
The conference concluded with
key recommendations to enhance
education quality, equitable access
to education, and the use of modern
technology to build a skilled and
knowledgeable generation.

7. Local Government and Urban
Development Update

The Minister of Local Government
and Urban Development, Hon.
Hassan Haji Ahmed Duale briefed
the Council on completed, ongoing,
and planned activities of the
Ministry. He noted that the Ministry’s
institutional structure has been fully
finalized to improve efficiency and
coordination.

He also highlighted challenges
facing district and regional
administrations and outlined efforts
to strengthen good governance.
The Minister reported that
advanced training and capacity-
building programs were provided to
senior officials from 75 districts to
enhance the effectiveness of local
governments.

8. Training of Government
Communication Directors

The Minister of the Presidency,
Hon. Khadar Hussein Abdi, briefed
the members of the cabinet on the
importance of effective government
communication and the priority
placed on ensuring that all state
institutions actively convey official
government messages.

He emphasized the need for a
unified government voice to
strengthen public trust and
institutional transparency,
particularly during this sensitive
national phase.

He further announced plans to
provide in-depth training for
departmental directors responsible
for inter-agency communication,
with the aim of unifying messaging
and improving government
communications.

9. Recognition and Cabinet
Decision

In closing the 52nd Cabinet session,
the President of the Republic of
Somaliland addressed the
Cabinet’s decision regarding
national recognition, affirming that
recognition is a national cause, a
popular demand, and a collective
aspiration rooted in the right to self-
determination of the people of
Somaliland.

The President stated that the
Cabinet’s decision reflects the
broader national interest and called
on both the public and government
institutions to unite in defending
sovereignty, strengthening peace,
and enhancing Somaliland’s
image on the international stage.
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Somaliland Launches Islamic Banking.........ccueueans

Republic of Somaliland, Hon.
Abdinasir Ahnmed Hirsi, has officially
confirmed that the institution is
actively working to separate the
Central Bank from the Commercial
Bank of Somaliland, which have
long been intertwined.

Speaking at the opening of an
important training program focused
on Islamic banking, Governor
Abdinasir revealed: “Al-Hudda
Company is working with us to
separate the Central Bank and the
Commercial Bank of the Republic
of Somaliland.”

He explained that establishing a fully
independent Commercial Bank
requires the development of a
comprehensive financial
framework, appropriate regulations,
and operational structures — all of
which are being developed in close
collaboration with Al-Hudda
Company.

The Governor emphasized the
strategic importance of the ongoing
training in Islamic banking
principles, stating: “The knowledge
and expertise you will be taught is
what we want to use to manage our

system, whether it is the Central
Bank or the forthcoming
Commercial Bank.”

He also praised the long-standing
expertise of Prof. Zubair in Islamic
finance and urged bank officials to
consult him on overcoming
operational and managerial
challenges in building a robust
Sharia-compliant banking
environment.

Governor Abdinasir reiterated
Somaliland’s broader ambition,
declaring: “We are striving so that
our people can escape the heavy
burden of poverty and we can raise
our economy. Today, the first
opportunity for us to become a
complete nation has opened for us.”
He reminded participants that
Somaliland’s Constitution explicitly
mandates that all banking
operations must be Islamic and fully
compliant with Sharia law, adding
that Al-Hudda Company is playing a
key role in facilitating the separation
and restructuring of the banking
sector.

Deputy Governor Hamse M. Khaire,
who also addressed the training
session, described the initiative as
foundational to the country’s future
prosperity.

“We are building the backbone on
which Somaliland’s economy will
grow in the future,” he said.

He highlighted that the enhanced
Islamic banking framework would
directly benefit merchants —
especially small and medium-sized
businesses — by making financing
more accessible.

“This work we are doing will
facilitate access to financing for
medium and small merchants,”
Deputy Governor Khayre noted,
acknowledging that lack of access
to capital remains one of the biggest
obstacles facing Somaliland’s
business community.

He pointed to a successful pilot
project as evidence of the Central
Bank’s commitment to
development, revealing: “The Bank
invested $5 million in Waaheen
Market.”

Khaire stressed the importance of
joint public-private efforts, saying:
“Development requires government
investment,” while also noting that
a public-private partnership law is
currently under consideration and
expected to significantly transform
collaboration between the state and
the private sector.

Both leaders described the current
initiative as a critical pathway toward
sustainable economic growth, self-
reliance, and the creation of a
modern, Sharia-compliant financial
system tailored to Somaliland’s
constitutional  vision  and
development goals.

Bashir Goth at ASMEA Scholars: How Israel’s........

would have been unthinkable just
years ago.

A webinar hosted by Assaf
Ramarowski, the executive director
of the Association for the Study of
the Middle East and Africa, on
January 27, 2026, featured Bashir
Goth, Somaliland’s seasoned
representative in Washington. He
delivered a compelling masterclass
on his nation’s turbulent journey
during this high-level event.

He painted a vivid picture: British
Somaliland burst onto the world
stage as an independent nation on
June 26, 1960, winning swift
diplomatic recognition from dozens
of countries, including Israel. Barely
five days later, Italian Somaliland
followed suit. The two rushed into a
union to form the Somali Republic—
a marriage, Goth insists, that was
never properly consummated in
law. Northerners quickly soured on
the arrangement: a 1961 military
coup attempt fizzled, and voters in
the north crushed the new unified
constitution in a referendum.

The real nightmare arrived with
Siad Barre’s 1969 coup. What
began as a Soviet-backed military
regime morphed into a brutal

>

dictatorship that targeted the north
with special venom. The 1988
aerial bombardment of Hargeisa —
described by Goth as genocidal —
left tens of thousands dead and
forced more than half a million
people to flee.

When Barre’s government finally
imploded in 1991 amid nationwide
civil war, Somaliland seized the
moment, unilaterally restoring its
independence on May 18, 1991.For
the past 35 years, Somaliland has
quietly built something remarkable:
a functioning democracy complete
with a bicameral parliament,
regular one-person-one-vote
elections, six peaceful presidential
handovers, professional security
forces, and a vibrant free-market

economy — all achieved with
almost no access to international
loans or major foreign aid. In a
region scarred by authoritarianism
and endless conflict, Somaliland
stands as an improbable oasis of
stability.

Goth spotlighted the deep, if largely
under-the-radar, historical bond
with Israel. Jerusalem was among
the very first to recognize
Somaliland’s fleeting 1960
independence and — crucially —
the only nation to raise the alarm at
the UN Security Council over the
1988 Hargeisa atrocities. When
Israel finally extended formal
recognition in late 2025, jubilation
erupted across Somaliland. Youth
continue to celebrate weeks later,
waving the Star of David alongside
their own flag in a powerful display
of grassroots enthusiasm.

The recognition arrives amid
ferocious geopolitical tug-of-war in
one of the world’s most critical
maritime chokepoints. Roughly 20
percent of global trade — and a hefty
slice of the planet’s energy supplies
— squeezes through the Red Sea
and Gulf of Aden. Somaliland
controls two crown jewels: the
rapidly expanding Port of Berbera

Ministry ofFina_nqe Honors.......

high-profile ceremony held in
Hargeisa.

The annual Best Taxpayer Award
event recognizes businesses,
organizations, and government
institutions that have fully complied
with their tax obligations, aiming to
encourage consistent tax payment
and support national economic
growth.

Director of the Inland Revenue
Department Mohamed Osman
Aadan emphasized that the
selection was not determined by the
size of a business or the amount of
revenue generated, but strictly by
adherence to the established
taxpayer selection criteria.

State Minister Mawlid Ismail
Abdillahi praised the award
recipients, describing tax
contributions from the private sector
as the backbone of the national
budget.

Minister of Finance and Economic
Development Abdillahi Hassan
Aadan officially opened the
ceremony and reiterated the
government’s commitment to
transparent and fair recognition.
“The taxes we all pay must reach
their intended purpose,” the minister
stated. “This award is not awarded
based on the scale of a business,
but on how faithfully taxpayers have

followed the tax compliance
systems.”

Winners were selected according
to standards set by the Inland
Revenue Department and
grounded in key legislation,
including the General Revenue
Law No. 72/2025, the Public
Finance Management Law No. 75/
2016, the Customs Law No. 73/
2016, and their respective
implementing regulations. Each
region was allocated a specific
quota of awardees.

Recipients were drawn from three
main categories:

e Profit-oriented businesses,
including sole proprietors,
partnerships, companies,
and similar entities;

e Non-governmental and
non-profit organizations,
such as local NGOs and
international agencies;

e Government institutions,
including ministries, local

governments, and
independent public
bodies.

The Ministry said the initiative
demonstrates its ongoing efforts to
promote a culture of voluntary tax
compliance and reward
responsible fiscal citizenship across
all sectors of Somaliland’s
economy.

(transformed by UAE giant DP World
after earlier stints as a Soviet and
then American naval outpost) and
Berbera Airport, boasting one of
Africa’s longest runways.

Goth framed the Israeli move as a
deliberate counterweight to the
growing footprints of Turkey (which
operates its largest overseas
military base in Mogadishu), China
(with its strategic Djibouti hub and
sprawling regional investments),
and vocal opposition from Saudi
Arabia and Egypt. He described the
Red Sea as a contested arena
where some powers insist it must
remain an “Arab lake” or “Muslim-
lake,” while Somaliland openly
aligns itself with Western
democracies, Taiwan, and now
Israel.

The backlash was swift and fierce.
The African Union, Arab League,
and Somalia’s fragile federal
government — which barely
controls swathes of its own capital
—issued sharp condemnations. Yet
Goth welcomed the rare UN
Security Council discussion of
Somaliland’s case, calling it the
most meaningful global attention in
35 years. He praised Washington
for defending Israel’'s sovereign
prerogative to choose its diplomatic
partners.

Addressing religious sensitivities
head-on, Goth drew a firm line
between faith and statecraft. He

invoked Quranic teachings on
tolerance and pointed to the
sustained public euphoria as proof
that Somalilanders view the
partnership through a pragmatic,
not theological, lens.

Behind the scenes, momentum is
building fast: Israeli journalists have
already  visited Hargeisa,
Somaliland business delegations
and young people are traveling to
Israel, university exchanges are
quietly taking shape, and formal
diplomatic ties — including
embassies and an anticipated
presidential visit to Jerusalem — are
on the near-term horizon.
Security questions loom large.
Yemen’s Houthis have issued
explicit threats to target any Israeli
security presence in Somaliland.
Goth described his nation as
peace-loving yet resolute: ready to
defend itself, if necessary, while
committed to regional stability.
Ultimately, Goth sees Israel’s
recognition as a potential domino.
If the United States follows suit, he
argued, it could trigger a cascade
of Western endorsements —
dramatically altering Somaliland’s
long quest for international
legitimacy and reshaping power
dynamics across one of the globe’s
most volatile maritime corridors.
For now, the flags keep flying in
Hargeisa, and the Red Sea has
rarely felt so strategically electric.
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Army Became the True Guardlan of Peac

Mohamoud Walaaleye

As the Republic of Somaliland
prepares to mark the 32nd
anniversary of its National Armed
Forces on February 2, 2026, the
nation stands at a moment of
profound reflection—and rightful
pride. Born in the crucible of
hardship following the reclamation
of independence in 1991, this
formidable institution has evolved
from a force forged in adversity into
the unbreakable backbone of
Somaliland’s sovereignty, security,
and steady development.

In a Horn of Africa region often
scarred by conflict and instability,
Somaliland’s story stands apart.
While much of the Horn of Africa
grappled with chaos, Somaliland
quietly built something remarkable:
a professional, disciplined, and
deeply patriotic military that has
safeguarded peace for over three
decades. With limited budgets, less
sophisticated equipment, and
persistent external threats, the
National Army could have faltered.

Instead, it demonstrated
extraordinary resilience, national
maturity, and  unwavering

commitment to the homeland.
Over 32 years, the transformation
has been striking. A once
fragmented defense structure has
become a unified, modern force.
Rigorous training programs now
align with international standards,
instilling discipline,
professionalism, and readiness for
any challenge—whether border
defense, countering foreign
interference, or preserving internal
unity. These soldiers are not just
fighters; they are guardians of a
hard-won peace that has allowed
Somaliland to flourish in ways few
could have imagined in the early
1990s.

The results speak for themselves.
Somaliland enjoys relative stability,
functioning democratic institutions,
growing economic opportunities,
and increasing investor
confidence—all made possible
because citizens trust their army to
maintain order without politicization
or abuse of power. Unlike many
regional forces entangled in
factionalism, Somaliland’s military
remains firmly rooted in the people
it serves: born from the community,
loyal to the nation, and free from
partisan agendas.

This close bond with society is one
of the army’s greatest strengths.
Soldiers patrol borders, deter
threat tand r to protect

rv..

every citizen—from urban centers
to remote villages. Their presence
reassures families, enables trade,
supports education, and attracts the
very investments that drive progress.
In short, without this steadfast force,
Somaliland’s remarkable journey
toward self-reliance and prosperity
would have been impossible.

e and Progress............

As the anniversary approaches, it's
clear the National Armed Forces
deserve far more than ceremonial
recognition. They are a living
symbol of Somaliland’s patriotism,
endurance, and vision for the future.
Continuing to invest in their training,
equipment, welfare, and
modernization is not just prudent—
it's essential. The army remains the
pillar that holds up the nation’s
existence, the shield that defends
its peace, and the foundation upon
which tomorrow’s development will
rise.

In Somaliland, the men and women
in uniform are more than
defenders—they are the quiet
architects of a brighter, more secure
tomorrow. Their 32-year legacy
reminds us all: true strength lies not
only in weapons, but in unbreakable
resolve and deep love for one’s
country.

Mohamoud Walaaleye
In a vibrant celebration held at a
grand venue in Hargeisa, the

Republic of Somaliland’s
pioneering digital printing and
advertising leader, Sagaljet, hosted
an unforgettable 19th anniversary
party. The event overflowed with
pride, heartfelt speeches, and
standing ovations that highlighted
the company’s impeccable
reputation.

The most striking highlight was
Sagaljet’'s spotless record. Minister
of Labor and Social Affairs Milgo
Mohamed proudly declared:
“Throughout my tenure in this role,
not a single complaint about
Sagaljet has ever reached my office
— and that speaks volumes.”
Minister of Finance Abdullahi
Hassan echoed this endorsement,
confirming: “I can confirm that zero
reports of tax evasion or any
financial irregularity involving
Sagaljet have ever come to my
attention.”

Founder Abdi Yusuf Aar shared the
guiding philosophy behind the
company’s remarkable success:
“‘Elevate your people, and the
company rises with them. Elevate
your people, and your customers
experience the difference. The
customer is the true arena where
businesses compete — and win —
loyalty.”

He spotlighted inspiring career
journeys within the company, most
notably that of current CEO Hersi,
who began as an accountant and
rose to the top — clear proof that
Sagaljet serves as a genuine
launchpad for talent in Somaliland.
The evening’s most emotional
moment came when Aar recounted

Sagaljet Marks 19 Glorious Years i N

two poignant incidents: the tragic
deaths of two employees in service,
and the case of Salah Hussein, who
suffered a serious on-duty injury. In
response, the company ensured full
support, declaring: “You will remain
part of Sagaljet for life — as long as
you breathe.” Aar offered solemn
prayers for the departed colleagues,
drawing waves of emotion and
respectful applause from the
audience.

The celebration also shone a light
on key milestones: securing the
landmark first major contract from
Dahabshiil in 2009, expanding
services to the remotest corners of
Somaliland, and making relentless
investments in employee training,
innovation, state-of-the-art
equipment, and infrastructure.
These efforts have cemented
Sagaljet as a household name from
Hargeisa to Berbera and beyond.
Long-serving employees received
special recognition, including
Mohamed Said Maano for his 19
years of unwavering dedication,
along with others who helped forge
the company’s legacy.

The event reached a triumphant
close by crowning Abdigani
Mohamud Ibrahim as Best
Employee of 2025 — a shining
example of the commitment that
continues to drive Sagaljet forward
and dozens shined their respective
departments.

From flawless operations to
profound displays of loyalty and
integrity, Sagaljet’s 19th anniversary
was more than a milestone — it was
a powerful testament that people-
first values, unwavering quality, and
ethical business practices still
triumph in Somaliland.

Somaliland Shines on Global Stage.:....

Mohamoud Walaaleye

In a proud moment for education in
the Horn of Africa, Noradin Schools
proudly carried the flag of the
Republic of Somaliland to the 34th
World School Summit (WSS) in
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, on
January 24, 2026. This prestigious
global gathering brought together
innovative educators and school
leaders from over 40 countries,
turning the spotlight on the future of
learning worldwide.

Leading the delegation were Mr.
Mahad Ibrahim Mohamed, the
visionary Founder and Chairman of
Noradin Schools and Mr.
Abdishakour Abdilahi Awale, Chief
Engineer of the Noradin Schools
Management System. For the first
time in the summit’s history,
Somaliland’s national flag—vibrant
with its three colors and the powerful
declaration of Tawheed—flew high
at the venue, a striking symbol of
resilience, national identity, and the
nation’s growing commitment to
educational excellence.

The highlight came during a
thought-provoking high-level panel
discussion on one of today’s hottest
topics: “Is Artificial Intelligence a
threat, a tool, or a teaching
partner?”  Mahad lbrahim
Mohamed took the stage as a

featured panelist, delivering insights
that blended caution with optimism
and earned praise for their
balanced, forward-thinking take on
Al's transformative role in
classrooms.

Adding to the celebration, Mahad
Ibrahim Mohamed received special
recognition for his decades of
dedication to education and
leadership. He was honored with an
Honorary Doctor of Philosophy
(PhD) in Education conferred by
Maryland State University, USA,
during the summit’'s awards
ceremony—a testament to his
impact not just in Somaliland but
on the broader international
education scene.

This milestone extends far beyond
one school or one individual. It
represents a significant step forward
for Somaliland’s educational
community, showcasing its
potential to contribute meaningfully
to global conversations on
innovation, inclusion, and the
evolving role of technology in
learning.

Congratulations to Mahad Ibrahim
Mohamed, the entire Noradin
Schools family, and the people of
Somaliland on this inspiring
achievement—oproof that
determination and vision can
elevate any nation to the world
stage!

Ethio telecom CEO and Somcable....................

Ethio telecom CEO Frehiwot Tamru
hosted a high-level strategic
discussion with a delegation from
Somcable, led by Chairman
Mohamed Said Guedi and CEO
Mohammed Ibrahim Ahmed,
aimed at forging a strategic
partnership in international digital
and telecommunications business,
with a strong focus on cross-border
collaboration.

The discussion centered on
accelerating growth in potential
overseas markets through
advanced digital and
communication solutions, in
alignment with Ethio telecom’s
strategic direction.

During the visit, the CEQ briefed the
delegation on the company’s
transformation journey, past
performance, and forward-looking
strategic priorities, highlighting
Ethio telecom’s institutional
strengths  and extensive
infrastructure capabilities. She
reaffirmed the company’s readiness
to collaborate with Somcable to
unlock new opportunities and drive
mutual, sustainable growth.

In line with Ethio telecom’s “Next
Horizon: Digital & Beyond 2028”
strategy, the CEO emphasized the
company’s commitment to
expanding digital solutions beyond
national  borders, stating:
“Collaboration is instrumental to
unlocking growth. This partnership
enables us to share our experience
and infrastructure to create shared
value and advance digital
empowerment across Africa.”

The
expressed deep appreciation for
Ethio telecom’s transformative
progress. Chairman Mohamed
Said Guedi noted that he was “very
proud to be partnering with one of

Somcable  delegation

Africa’s leading operator,”
underscoring a shared vision for the
continent’s digital future.
Somcable CEO Mohammed
Ibrahim Ahmed further highlighted
the importance of the alliance,
stating: “This is more than a
partnership  between  two
companies; it is a collaborative
commitment to harnessing
technology to unlock human
potential across Ethiopia and
contribute to a more connected and
prosperous Africa.”

Furthermore, the leadership of both
companies agreed to expand their
existing business relationship by
enhancing the current international
internet capacity lease agreement
and exploring additional areas of
strategic collaboration.

Ethio telecom remains steadfast in
leveraging its robust infrastructure,
technical expertise, and regional
leadership to drive innovation and
unlock new horizons in the global
digital market.
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Somaliland: Countering Smear............

Mohamoud Walaaleye
In 2026, the Republic of Somaliland
stands at a historic turning point. On
December 26, 2025, Israel became
the first United Nations member
state to formally recognize
Somaliland as a sovereign nation—
a groundbreaking diplomatic
breakthrough that has sparked
fierce backlash from Somalia,
Turkey, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, China,
Egypt, the African Union, and others.
This recognition builds on
deepening ties with powerhouses
like the United States, Taiwan, the
UAE, Ethiopia, and Kenya,
positioning Somaliland as a key
player in Red Sea stability and the
Horn of Africa’s security.

Yet, these triumphs have unleashed
a relentless wave of coordinated

disinformation and  smear
campaigns:
e State-aligned media

outlets from Turkey (TRT
Afrika), Qatar (Al Jazeera),
and Saudi Arabia (Al
Arabiya) are amplifying
fabricated stories—claims
of “Israeli/fSomali troops in
Awdal region,” secret
partition plots, or foreign
interference threatening
Somali unity. These
narratives flood social
media with inflammatory
videos and messages
designed to sow division
and tarnish Somaliland’s
hard-earned peace and

stability.
e Turkey has been
particularly vocal,

condemning the move as
“illegal interference” in
Somali affairs—ironically,
while forgetting its own
early recognition of Israel
in 1949, its deep military
and economic ties with
Israel, and visa-free travel

for Israelis (unlike
Palestinians).

e China continues
pressuring over

Somaliland-Taiwan
relations, viewing them as
a challenge to its “One
China” principle, and
quietly backs efforts to
destabilize Somaliland’s
progress.

o Networked online
operations—linked to
Mogadishu, Ankara, and
beyond—are fanning
internal tensions, reviving
echoes of 2025 protests in
Burao, and portraying
Somaliland as unstable.
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This is no longer just defense—it's
time for a bold, multi-front offensive.
Somaliland must adopt proven
strategies from nations that have

successfully shielded their
sovereignty, democracy, and
reputation in the face of hybrid
threats.

Taiwan’s POWER Model: The
World's Gold Standard for Beating
Disinformation

Taiwan faces constant
bombardment from Chinese
misinformation, yet it has turned the
tide using the POWER Model
(Proactive, Open, Whole-of-Society,
Evidence-based, Rapid-response),
refined in 2024-2026 under
pioneers like former Digital Minister
Audrey Tang and organizations
such as Doublethink Lab, Taiwan
FactCheck Center, MyGoPen, and
the crowdsourced Cofacts bot on
LINE.

e Proactive & Rapid-
response: A “golden hour”
team responds within 1-2
hours—following the “2-2-
2" rule: 2 hours, 2 images,
200 words—to debunk lies
before they spread. New
2024 laws ban deepfake
political ads on platforms
like Facebook and
YouTube.

o Open & Evidence-based:
Independent fact-
checkers publish “pre-
bunking” content—
accurate info released
early to inoculate the
public against falsehoods.

o Whole-of-Society:
Government, NGOs,
schools, businesses, and
citizens  collaborate.
Lithuania’s “Elves” (5,000+
volunteers) expose
Russian troll accounts in

real time—building
unbreakable societal
resilience.

e Media Literacy: Integrated
into schools (as in Sweden
and Taiwan), teaching
people to spot fakes.
Result? Taiwan maintains
sky-high electoral trust
(Freedom House: 94/100)
despite Al-powered
attacks.

Israel’s Hasbara 2.0: Mastering
Digital Warfare with Al and Massive
Investment

Israel’s “Hasbara” (explanation) has
evolved into Hasbara 2.0—a high-
tech strategic communications
machine. In 2025-2026, budgets
soared (up to ~$730 million),

funding Al-driven “war rooms,” viral
content on TikTok, Instagram, and
YouTube, and targeted campaigns
reaching Gen Z globally (aiming for
10 million engagements monthly).
e Proactive digital ops flood
platforms with facts and

emotional stories of
resilience.

e Whole-of-society
involvement includes
government, NGOs like
StandWithUs, and
diaspora networks.

e Emotional framing
highlights historical
suffering (e.g., 1988
atrocities) to rally support
and warn against
regression.

e Outcome: Sustained
Western backing despite
challenges.

Other Global Success Stories
Tailored for Somaliland

e Lithuania’s Elves:
Thousands of volunteers
debunk Russian
propaganda instantly—
proving ordinary citizens
can defend a nation.

e Sweden’s Psychological
Defence Agency (MPF): A
dedicated government
body analyzes threats,
trains the public, and
issues guidance to reduce
division.

Somaliland’s Action Plan for 2026:
From Defense to Victory

1. Establish a National Anti-
Disinformation Council

Form a high-level body (Foreign
Affairs, Information,
Security, Civil Society) with
a Rapid Response Team
that strikes back in the
‘golden hour"—debunking
fakes within 1-2 hours.

2. Build a Somaliland Fact-
Check Center

Create an independent hub
modeled on Taiwan’s
TFC or Cofacts. Launch
visuals like a “Red Sea
Stability Index”
showcasing Somaliland’s
peace, zero piracy, and
counter-terrorism

success.

3. Empower Society,
Diaspora, and Media
Literacy

Roll out nationwide training in
schools and communities
to spot disinformation.
Mobilize the diaspora to

amplify successes:
Berbera Port growth, free
elections, internal
development, and
diplomatic wins.

4. Public Diplomacy
Offensive

Launch viral campaigns like
#SomalilandStandsStrong—
powerful videos, memes,
and stories flooding
TikTok, X, Instagram,
Facebook, and Telegram.

Strengthen ties with allies
(US, Israel, Taiwan, UAE)
through joint people-to-
people efforts.

5. Legal & Tech Safeguards

Enact anti-infiltration laws (like
Taiwan’s) and partner with
X, Facebook, and TikTok
to shut down fake accounts
swiftly.

6. Global
Engagement

Build partnerships with friendly
outlets, create
international bureaus, and
secure airtime on global
networks to showcase
Somaliland’s story
consistently—turning
narrative control into a
strategic weapon.

Conclusion

Media

Somaliland boasts unmatched
strengths: decades of peace and
stability, Africa’s oldest continuous
democracy in the Horn of Africa
region, and accelerating diplomatic
victories (Israel 2025 and beyond).
As the Somali proverb wisely says:
“Nin la tollay-tallo u taalaal!” (A
person who is targeted has a plan
waiting!) By uniting government,
citizens, and diaspora in a Taiwan-
style POWER approach, Israel’s
Hasbara 2.0 energy, Lithuania’s
volunteer spirit, and Sweden’s
institutional resilience, Somaliland
won't just survive these attacks—it
will dominate the global information
battlefield.

Somaliland Will Endure — And
Somaliland Will Triumph!
Somaliland Stands Strong - Victory
s Ours! By Allah’s Will.

Qira’at Africa’s Propaganda: Distorting
Somaliland’s Sovereignty, Downplaying
Genocide, and Peddling Anti-Israel Hysteria

Qira’at Africa’s article is rejectable
propaganda that systematically distorts
history, minimizes the Isaaq genocide,
erases Somaliland’s pre-1960
independence, and advances an Arab-
nationalist, anti-Israel narrative. It reduces
Somaliland to a mere “northern region”
of Somalia, amplifies opposition from Arab
states, promotes unfounded Palestinian
“displacement” conspiracies, and
selectively misuses expert quotes to attack
the Israel-Somaliland partnership.
Somaliland’s independence claim is
grounded in verifiable history, not
secessionist fantasy:

e  British Somaliland was a distinct
protectorate, separate from
Italian Somaliland. It gained full
independence as the
sovereign State of Somaliland
on 26 June 1960, recognized
by over 35 countries—
including all five permanent UN
Security Council members—
and concluded international
treaties in its own name.

e On 1 July 1960 it voluntarily
merged with the former Italian-
administered south to create the
Somali Republic, motivated by
pan-Somali nationalism rather
than coercion.

e The union collapsed under
Siad Barre’s dictatorship, which
carried out the 1987-1989
genocide against the Isaaq
clan: estimates range from
50,000 to 200,000 civilian

deaths, the near-total
destruction of Hargeisa (90%
levelled by aerial

bombardment), mass graves,
systematic rape, and forced
displacement. A 2001 UN
investigation and multiple
human-rights reports classify
these acts as genocide.

e  Following Somalia’s 1991 state
collapse, Somaliland reclaimed
its pre-1960 borders. Since
then ithas delivered consistent
stability, multi-party elections,
and functional governance—
standing in stark contrast to the
chronic instability in neighbor
Somalia.

This record satisfies the Montevideo
Convention criteria for statehood
(permanent population, defined territory,
effective government, capacity to enter
relations with other states), even if African
Union border-inviolability norms have
blocked widespread recognition.

The article cherry-picks and twists quotes
from Dr. Asher Lubotzky, Zakaria Ahmed,
Abdullah Al-Fatih, and Anmed Moulana
to paint the recognition as cynical
exploitation. In reality:

e Dr.Asher Lubotzky describes
Somaliland as a “reliable and
stable ally” for Western
interests, pointing to its existing
UAE partnership as proof of
value. His analysis centres on
geopolitics—countering Iran,

Turkey, and the Houthis—not
historical denial or malice.

e Zakaria Ahmed hails the
recognition as the fulfilment ofa
34-year dream and a “long-
awaited hope,” underlining
Somaliland’s strategic location
for partners combating piracy
and Al-Shabaab. His words
directly contradict the piece’s
dismissive “secessionist”
framing.

o  AbdullahAl-Fatih calls ita “long-
awaited breakthrough” that has
forged “national consensus”
and delivered a “morale
boost,” unifying Somaliland
after internal strains. The article
downplays this by claiming
Israel already has regional
presence, yet Al-Fatih’s
statement affirms Somaliland’s
post-1991 achievements and
internal legitimacy.

o Ahmed Moulana provides
measured commentary on
timing (Ethiopia MoU, earlier
US interest), diplomatic risks
(Egypt, Turkey, SaudiArabia,
potential Al-Shabaab
backlash), and US caution. The
piece inflates his cautions into
predictions of inevitable
disaster, while he remains
factual and neutral—never
denying Somaliland’s history or
agency.

None of these experts:

o referto Somaliland as merely
a “northern region,”

o soften the Barre-era atrocities
to mere “oppression” or
“tragedy” (as the article itself
does),

e or supply material for the
piece’s central historical
distortions.

The article’s heavy focus on “solidarity
with Palestine,” warnings of rejection by
Egypt/Saudi Arabia/Turkey/Iran, and
displacement conspiracies reveals an
Arab League/OIC-aligned perspective
that places opposition to any Israeli
presence in the Horn or Red Sea above
Somaliland’s right to self-determination
after genocide and failed union.

Israel’'s recognition rewards effective
governance and strategic alignment
(agriculture, health, technology, defence
cooperation), consistent with its late-
1980s/early-1990s awareness of the
Isaaq atrocities. Somaliland’s 100%
Muslim population and pro-Western
orientation make the partnership about
shared interests and regional stability—
not religion or anti-Arab policy.

In short, the Qira’at piece is rejectable
propaganda: it erases documented
sovereignty, downplays documented
genocide, and inflates anti-Israel hysteria
to obscure Somaliland’s earned place as
a stable, De jure, state deserving
acknowledgment in a volatile region.
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Across

1 remain

7 domestic ass

9 Nothing/ not

11 contract

13 beige/ one of the
colors

15 archives

16 Pastures / crops
18 dirt/sludge

19 on the way to

20 make sure

22 mismanaged

23 look like

25 read out

28 floor covering
30 body/ organization
31. make

DOWN

2 shopping mall
3. statement

4. understand
5. on top of

6. immigrant

8. procedure
10. personal

12 relief

14. Ruling

17. reproduction
20. similar

21. break away
from

23. individual
24 mistake

26. zone

27. foundation
29. also

Previous Answer

Investigation: Djibouti’s
Quiet Hand in Western
Somaliland’s Border Conflict

By James Ernis
Veteran U.S. security journalist based in
Djibouti
ZEILA, Somaliland — Fighting between
Gadabuursi and Issa communities in
western Somaliland has escalated into one
of the most dangerous border crises in
the Horn of Africa in years, with mounting
evidence pointing to Djibouti’s backing of
armed elements involved in the conflict,
according to security sources, elders and
regional analysts.
The clashes, centred on the border area
and extending toward the wider Zeila
corridor, have disrupted decades of
coexistence between neighbouring
communities that share grazing land, trade
routes and family ties along Somaliland’s
western frontier.
While Somaliland authorities insist they are
not backing any side and are focused on
mediation, multiple sources say the conflict
has been sustained and shaped by
external interference, primarily from
Djibouti.
From my reporting inside Djibouti, there
is little evidence that this war reflects public
sentiment. On the contrary, opposition to
the fighting appears widespread among
civilians, elders and even within Djibouti's
own security institutions.
A divided community, an exploited fault
line
Elders and regional officials say internal
divisions within the Issa community have
played a critical role in prolonging the
conflict.
The Issa groups involved are known
locally as HASAN and CAWL.
The HASAN group, largely based in
Djibouti, strongly opposes the fighting,
according to elders and civil society
figures. The CAWL group, primarily
resident in Somaliland, is accused by
multiple security and community sources
of actively participating in and sustaining
clashes with neighbouring Gadabuursi
communities.
“This is not a community war,” said one
elder involved in cross-border mediation.
“It is a political war imposed on
communities that have lived together for
generations.”
Alleged coordination from Djibouti
Security sources with knowledge of
regional military movements say the
fighting has been coordinated and
supported by figures linked to Djibouti’s
political and military establishment.
Four individuals are repeatedly cited by
sources as central to the operation:
e Mohamed Jama, head of the
presidential guard
o  General Zekeriye, commander
of Djibouti’s armed forces
e Ismail Tani, a former
government minister
e Subagle, a civilian figure
previously based in Borama,
Somaliland
Two sources said an operational
coordination office was recently moved
from within Djibouti’s presidential
compound to the armed forces
headquarters — a change widely
interpreted by analysts as signalling direct
military oversight.
Djiboutian authorities did not respond to
requests for comment.
Power, proximity and family ties
Particular scrutiny has fallen on Mohamed
Jama, whom sources describe as a key
operational figure. He is assisted by Sadiq
John, a former Somali security official who

previously served as Chief of Police of
the Banadir Region.

Sadiq John married Haibado Ismail Omar,
the youngest daughter of President Ismail
Omar Guelleh, in December 2022,
according to public records and officials
familiar with the matter.

While no official role has been
acknowledged, analysts say the family
connection has heightened concerns
about blurred lines between personal
networks and state security decisions.

In a region where power often travels
through informal channels, such
relationships matter.

Resistance inside Djibouti

Notably, opposition to the conflict is not
limited to civilians. Sources familiar with
Djibouti’s security institutions say the
country’s intelligence chief is firmly
opposed to the fighting, reflecting deeper
fractures within the state.

Public resistance is even clearer.
Djiboutian elders and activists interviewed
for this report consistently rejected the war.
“This is not something the people want,”
said a Djibouti-based community leader.
“Itthreatens our economy, our families and
our stability.”

Somaliland’s mediation push

Somaliland officials deny any involvement
in the fighting and say they are focused
on preventing escalation between
Gadabuursi and Issa communities.

“Our role is mediation, not mobilisation,”
said a senior Somaliland official involved
in peace efforts. “We are working with
elders to stop the bloodshed.”

Local leaders confirm that several
mediation attempts are underway, though
progress has been slowed by continued
armed mobilisation.

Awider political backdrop

Security sources say planning linked to
the conflict began in early 2024, following
Somaliland’s  memorandum  of
understanding with Ethiopia — a
development that heightened regional
competition and anxiety.

Sources also point to President Guelleh’s
declining health as a factor contributing to
internal power struggles and increasingly
aggressive regional behaviour by
competing factions within Djibouti’s ruling
elite.

Why this matters

What began as a localised dispute now
carries regional implications.

If Djibouti’s alleged backing continues,
analysts warn the conflict risks destabilising
a strategically vital border zone near the
Red Sea and Bab al-Mandab corridor —
a region already under intense global
scrutiny.

“This is how small wars become regional
problems,” said one Horn of Africa analyst.
“When external actors intervene, local
conflicts stop being local.”

For now, elders on both sides continue to
push for dialogue. Whether external
pressure eases or intensifies, may
determine whether western Somaliland
returns to uneasy peace or slips further
into instability.

About the Author

James Ernis is a veteran U.S. security
journalist and political analyst with more
than 20 years of experience reporting
from Djibouti and across the Horn of Africa.
His work focuses on regional security,
cross-border conflicts, political power
dynamics, and the strategic implications
of Red Sea and Bab al-Mandab
geopolitics.
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A Blueprint for Ethiopian Investment in Somaliland:
Turnmg Port Capacity into Jobs and Durable Access

At the 2026 World Economic Forum
in Davos, Somaliland President

Abdirahman Mohamed
Abdullahi cut through diplomatic
uncertainty. He positioned his nation
as a strong partner for institutional
investors, supported by stable
governance and reliable legal
frameworks. This bold repositioning
transformed Somaliland from a
sovereignty puzzle into a
commercial powerhouse, focusing
on economic zones and regional
connections that provide tangible
benefits for Ethiopia’s landlocked
economy.

This “Davos Doctrine” signifies a
turning point in the Horn of Africa.
Somaliland is building prosperity
without UN recognition. By attracting
multinational corporations to set up
operations in Berbera, it achieves
informal recognition through
operational success, where
business activity surpasses official
endorsements. For Ethiopian
investors, this promotes the private
sector as the leader of credibility,
creating a practical legitimacy that
prioritizes trade over border
disputes.

Israel’s recognition of Somaliland
on December 26, 2025, changed
the risk landscape, enhancing
Hargeisa’s global standing and
simplifying cross-border
cooperation with modern technical
and financial tools. While this move
sparked regional backlash and
increased political tension, it also
boosts the legitimacy of Ethiopian
partnerships and heightens
strategic risks.

Investors must carefully evaluate
these factors, considering how
the DP_World-funded $442 million
Berbera port upgrade and its nearby
economic zone could help
Ethiopia’s exports of coffee, textiles,
and perishables. This improves
value at this important Red Sea
route and turns logistical challenges
into lasting competitive advantages.

The progress benefits from
Somaliland’s resources aligning
well with Ethiopia’s manufacturing
strengths. Ongoing livestock
shipments to Gulf states already
highlight these connections.
However, the 850-
kilometer coastline’s fisheries and
developing mineral deposits have
immense untapped potential.
Ethiopian businesses, using proven
agro-processing and logistics skills,

are capable to improve these
products through partnerships in
slaughtering, cold storage, and
mineral processing. This would
create jobs and increase income,
bringing the two economies closer
together.

This route is supported by a
“coalition of the invested” already
active in Somaliland, providing
Ethiopian  companies  with
successful models for engagement.
The United Arab Emirates,
through DP_World’s extended
concession, has turned Berbera into
a key maritime hub, channeling
investments  that upgrade
infrastructure and strengthen supply
chains.

The United Kingdom, via British
International Investment’s shared
ownership of the port, offers
institutional support, enhancing
territorial durability with funding that
emphasizes long-term viability. A
significant step occurred on
December 25, 2025, with the
launch  of a$20 million
livestock quarantine zone in
Berbera, led by a collaboration of
Taiwanese, Saudi, and U.S. private
investors. This initiative standardizes
export protocols and opens
premium Gulf markets.

India views the corridor as a crucial
route  for  pharmaceutical
shipments, seeing Berbera as an
efficient entry point to East African
consumers and leveraging its role
in supplying 16 percent of the
continent’s pharmaceutical
imports. China sees Berbera as a
vital part of its broader infrastructure
network and has previously
proposed funding for roadway
improvements, despite diplomatic
complexities surrounding
Somaliland’s relations with Taiwan.
These interactions show how major
economies navigate recognition
challenges, committing to strong,
profitable pathways supported by
multinational interests.

The business sector and
multinational companies play an
essential role in strengthening
informal ties, acting as unofficial
diplomats who weave economic
connections into the fabric of
Ethiopia-Somaliland relations. By
investing and sharing expertise, they
avoid stalled formal processes,
embedding mutual interests that

encourage and

protection.

cooperation

This commercial diplomacy is
evident in the actions of key players:
the UAE’s DP World not only invests
but also brings global operational
standards, making Berbera a hub
for Ethiopian exports. The UK’s
British International Investment
serves as a stabilizing force, its
ownership stake sends a message
to markets about the territory’s
reliability and encourages joint
logistics ventures.

The U.S., through private sector
participation in the same project
and discussions at Davos involving
Eric Trump, seeks strategic
positions that align with broader
security interests, enhancing
informal partnerships. India’s focus
on pharmaceutical access and
China’s infrastructure initiatives
further illustrate how multinational
corporations create interconnected
dependencies, transforming
bilateral agreements into resilient
multilateral frameworks that
prioritize economic stability over
political uncertainty.

In this environment, businesses and
multinationals go beyond funding to
establish functional sovereignty.
Through major asset investments,
they create paths that require
political moderation, prioritizing
operational effectiveness over
ideological disagreements. This
evolves through the introduction of
global standards and mandatory
international arbitration, which unify
the regulatory environment for
smooth participation.

For Ethiopia, engaging its business
leaders acts as a trust builder. Their
commitments to lasting
infrastructure signal financial
stability to global insurers and
investors, lowering risk premiums
and encouraging more inflows.
This group then forms a protective
network of American, British, Indian,
and Gulf interests, making the
Berbera corridor a crucial
international asset.

Such reinforcement is essential
against adversarial actions, like
Egypt's 2025 deployment of
thousands of troops and equipment
to Mogadishu. This was framed as
defense but aimed to undermine
Ethiopia’s Berbera goals. Ethiopia’s
response should involve integrating
U.S., British, and Gulf entities in the
economic zone, positioning
disruptions as threats to global
financial systems rather than
isolated incidents.

Multinational companies thus
function as informal representatives,
driving commercial relations during
diplomatic impasses. They inject
capital, technology, and supply
chains, providing the institutional
strength that recognition usually
offers, complete with legal
agreements, maritime protections,

and insurance arrangements that
embody practical statehood. In the
Ethiopia-Somaliland dynamic, firms
like DP World and British
International Investment are already
forming sovereign-like partnerships,
expanding a bilateral agreement
into a complex safeguard essential
for Western and Gulf investors.

Disruptions at the port affecting
these companies’ profits trigger
significant geopolitical
consequences, extending beyond
any non-binding agreement. To
strengthen this defense, Ethiopia
must evolve from vague strategies
to solid, project-specific legal
agreements that hold international
partners accountable regardless of
political changes.

A non-binding memorandum of
understanding carries inherent
weaknesses, as  isolated
recognitions lack the legal
framework necessary for universal
market access. Ethiopia should
enforce asset protection through
binding agreements, incorporating
Somaliland’s Investment Act No. 99/
2021 into a safeguard compatible
with its domestic promises.

Strong stabilization clauses,
ensuring consistent regulatory and
financial conditions throughout the
project’s duration, prevent arbitrary
disruptions and maintain investor
rights. This approach draws
inspiration from examples in
Taiwan and Northern Cyprus, where
additional agreements and impartial
forums like the Singapore
International Arbitration Centre

attract foreign direct investment
despite status uncertainties.

Ethiopia can bolster its companies’
positions by activating its
Multilateral Investment Guarantee
Agency membership and securing
Somaliland side agreements that
waive sovereign immunity in
commercial disputes. Negotiations
should emphasize practical
contracts over rhetoric, creating
enforceable agreements that
transform tentative deals into solid
arrangements.

On the ground, Ethiopian investors
should focus on key initiatives like
meat processing, cold chains, and
textile centers. These projects are
designed forimmediate job creation
and export growth that secure
political support and reduce risks.
Starting with reliable contracts
backed by external guarantees and
delivering quick results lays the
foundation for expanded project
financing.

Ethiopian business leaders need to
lead in funding, supported by
government-backed guarantees
and agreements to boost investor
confidence. This moment,
enhanced by recent recognitions
and improvements, requires
immediate attention: careful legal
frameworks and  strategic
investments can turn a contentious
relationship into a lasting economic
alliance. This positions Ethiopian
investment as a cornerstone of
regional unity and sustainability.

By Bezawit Eshetu, Researcher,
Horn Review

CAUTIONARY NOTICE
TRADE MARK -

SOMALILAND

FALKEN

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of:
SUMITOMO RUBBER INDUSTRIES, LTD., a corporation organized and existing
under the laws of Japan of 6-9, Wakinohama-cho 3-chome, Chuo-ku Kobe-shi,
Hyogo, 651-0072, Japan and is used in connection with: Wheels (for automobiles);
wheel rims (for automobiles); wheel hubs of automobiles; tires (for automobiles);
inner tubes (for automobiles); automobiles and their parts and fittings; two-wheeled
motor vehicles, bicycles and their parts and fittings.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person
or company who uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise
infringes the rights of the said company.

CAUTIONARY NOTICE
TRADE MARK -

SOMALILAND

Felikan

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of:
HOLDHAM, a Société par actions simplifiée of 1 rue du campus, 14200 Hérouville-
Saint-Clair, France and is used in connection with: Paints, lacquers; paper, cardboard
and goods made from these materials; carbon and copying paper and films; stationary;
inks, Chinese inks; erasers; correction agents, correction films and ribbons; typewriter
ribbons, stamp pads, stamping inks; duplicating inks; writing, drawing and painting
instruments; adhesives for stationary or household purposes; artists’ materials,
paint brushes; typewriters and office requisites (except furniture); instructional and
teaching material (except apparatus); plastic materials for packaging; playing cards.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person
or company who uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise
infringes the rights of the said company.




