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The task force has been mandated with the inquiry to both investigate the issue,
evaluate the aftermath extent of the damages and associated resultant casualties.

Somaliland Ministry of Finance Presents 2026
Budget Draft to Parliamentary Committee

By M.A. Egge

The President H.E. Abdirahman
Mohamed Abdillahi Irro has
named a national committee

charged with the task of delving into
and inquiring the causes of the
Borame chaos whose resultant
skirmishes resulted in fatalities and
numerous casualties.
The task force has been mandated
with the inquiry to both investigate

Mohamoud Walaaleye

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
of the Republic of Somaliland
has issued a strong warning

against the spread of unverified and
false information regarding the
potential establishment of a U.S.
diplomatic office in Somaliland.

Mohamoud Walaaleye

The Minister of Defense and
National Security of the
Republic of Somaliland, Hon.

Mohamed Yusuf Ali, on Wednesday
held a meeting with the French
Kenya Embassy’s Head of Political

Mohamoud Walaaleye

The Minister of Civil Aviation
and Airports Development of
the Republic of Somaliland,

Hon. Fuad Ahmed Nouh, held
productive talks with British
Members of Parliament from both
the House of Commons and the

Mohamoud Walaaleye

The Minister of Finance and
Economic Development of
the Republic of Somaliland,

Hon. Abdillahi Hassan Aden,
together with senior ministry

In January 2021, Somaliland
launched one of the most
innovative and nationally owned

public health reforms in its modern
history: the creation of a dedicated

A senior Kenyan mining expert,
Thomas, has called for
enhanced cooperation and

institutional collaboration between
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 President Abdirahman Irro..... Somaliland Aviation Minister.............

Somaliland Ministry of Finance Presents............

the issue, evaluate the aftermath
extent of the damages and
associated resultant casualties. It
has also been given powers to be
able to form sub-committees at all
cadres of administrative
representation, be they at regional
or district levels.
he names of the committee of
president Irro named: -
1. Minister of Interior, Hon. Abdalla
Mohamed Arab.
2.  Minister of Fisheries Hon. Ali
Buured.
3. Minister of Religion and
Endowment Hon. Sh. Abdilahi
Daahir Jama.
4. The security advisor of the
president, Mr. Ismail Adan Osman.
5. Attorney general of Abdirahman
Jama Hayan.

6. Chairman of the Human Rights
Committee Mohamed Baarud Ali.
7. Chairman of the National Peace
Committee, Abdiqaadir Haji Ismail
Jirde.
8. Professor Suleiman Ahmed
Guuled.
9. Ahmed Farah Harbi.
10. Sh. Abdullahi Sh. Ali Jawhar.
11. Abdiwahab Mohamed Hussein
Maah.
12. Abdi Osman Dagaweyne.
13. MP Ali Hussein Nuur Begsi.
14. MP Fuad Ahmed Diriye.
15. MP Abdikarim Adan Omar
Ambe.
16. MP Ahmed Yusuf Ahmed.
17. MP Abdirahman Ahmed Aareye.
18.MP Daahir Ali Jama Goodaad.
19. MP Nuur Ali Rayaale.
20. MP Mohamed Sh. Abdirahman
Mohamed

Somaliland Defense...............

21. MP Mohamed Hassan Said,
Deputy Chairman of Kaah Party.
22. Abdiaziz Mohamed Samaale the
deputy chairman of Kulmiye party.
23. Mohamed Haji Yusuf
Waabeeye, the deputy chairman of
Waddani party.
A press release from the Presidential
spokesman on the formation of this
committee mentioned the two
former vice presidents, their
Excellencies Abdirahman Sayli’i
and Abdirahman Aw-Ali to be
members as superseding
consultants of the of the task force.
The main bone of contention was
initially a section of the brotherly
communities of the region to
vehemently reject presentation of the
‘Xeer Ciise’ book (Isse Customary
Tenets), an issue that went out of
hand and became violent.

Somaliland’s Foreign Ministry Warns.................

off icials, appeared before the
Economic, Finance, and Trade
Committee of the House of
Representatives today to present
and discuss the draft national
budget for the fiscal year 2026.
Accompanied by Director General
Mohamed Hassan Salebaan,
Accountant General Hassan Muse
Khalif, and several departmental
directors, the Minister provided the
committee with a comprehensive
overview of the proposed budget,
which is currently under review by
the House of Representatives for
approval.
During the session, committee
members raised detailed questions
regarding budget management
procedures, expenditure priorities,
and revenue projections for 2026.
Ministry officials responded
thoroughly to all inquiries, outlining

key aspects of the proposed
financial plan.
In its closing remarks, the
Economic, Finance, and Trade
Committee commended the
Ministry of Finance for its thorough
preparation and transparent
presentation of the budget details.
The committee emphasized the
critical importance of strong

collaboration between the
executive and legislative branches
to ensure the national budget
serves the broader interests of the
Somaliland people.
The draft budget for 2026 is
expected to undergo further
deliberation in the House of
Representatives in the coming
weeks.

In a statement released Director
General Mohamed Abdurahman
Hassan emphasized that reports
claiming the U.S. is set to open a
diplomatic mission or lift its travel
advisory for Somaliland are
inaccurate and lack credible
sources.
He clarified that references to such
developments appear in a proposed
bill within the U.S. Department of
State Authorization Act, which has
only been approved by the House

Foreign Affairs Committee and has
not yet advanced through the full
House of Representatives or the
Senate.
Director General Hassan further
noted that the Fiscal Year 2026
National Defense Authorization Act
(FY2026 NDAA) does not include
any provisions related to these
matters, directly refuting circulating
claims. He urged Somaliland’s
national media outlets and other
institutions to refrain from
disseminating unconfirmed reports,
particularly those amplified on
social media platforms, and to
prioritize verification of facts from
official channels.

“The dissemination of unverified
information can damage the
reputation of our national
institutions,” the Director General
stated. “It is essential that foreign
affairs-related news be grounded in
verified legal facts and reliable
official sources.”
The statement comes amid
heightened international interest in
Somaliland’s strategic position in
the Horn of Africa, including recent
high-level U.S. mil itary and
diplomatic engagements in
Hargeisa.
The Ministry reiterated its
commitment to transparent and
factual communication on
diplomatic matters.

House of Lords at the Palace of
Westminster on December 17.
The high-level meeting, attended
by Somaliland’s Ambassador to the
UK Hon. Said Hassan Bihi and
Deputy Ambassador Hon.
Mohamed, addressed ongoing
travel disruptions. Discussions
centered on the difficulties faced by
travelers, particularly Somaliland
citizens and residents, as well as
British nationals flying to
Somaliland.
Minister Fuad described the
engagement as highly successful,
emphasizing efforts to strengthen
Somaliland-UK relations. “It is a
great pleasure for us to be at the
center of the British Parliament,” he
stated. “We held a meeting with
MPs from both houses—the Lords
and Commons—as well as the All-
Party Parliamentary Group (APPG)
team. We discussed ways to
strengthen relations between
Somaliland and the UK, easing

migration issues and existing
obstacles, particularly for British
citizens traveling from the UK to
Somaliland, and finding solutions to
any challenges. We also discussed
matters related to aviation
development and airports.”
Somaliland’s Ambassador to the UK
Hon. Said Hassan Bihi echoed the
positive outcome, telling media after
the meeting: “Today, December 17,
2025, the leadership of the
Somaliland Embassy in the UK and
the Minister of Aviation Hon. Fuad
held a meeting with the Parliament
of Britain. We discussed many
issues concerning the two
countries, and it ended with mutual
understanding.”
The meeting underscores
Somaliland’s push for smoother
bilateral cooperation with the UK in
aviation, migration, and broader
diplomatic ties.

Affairs for the Horn of Africa, Mr. Joly
Romain, whose office is based in
Nairobi, Kenya.
The meeting was attended by the
Minister ’s Advisor, Farah Haji
Ahmed, and focused on
strengthening bilateral cooperation
between Somaliland and France,
particularly in the areas of security,
economic engagement, and overall
diplomatic relations.
Both sides exchanged views on
regional security dynamics in the
Horn of Africa and discussed
avenues for enhancing
collaboration in matters of mutual
interest.
The meeting concluded in a
positive atmosphere marked by
mutual understanding and
agreement on the importance of
continued cooperation.
Political Analysis – France’s
Interests in the Horn of Africa:
France has maintained strategic
interests in the Horn of Africa for
decades, primarily driven by
security, trade, and regional
influence. The nation’s proximity to

the Bab el-Mandeb Strait—one of
the world’s busiest maritime
chokepoints—makes it a vital
corridor for global commerce,
energy shipments, and naval
operations.
Engagement with Somaliland, as
reflected in Monday’s meeting with
Minister Mohamed Yusuf Ali, allows
France to expand its intelligence-
sharing and security cooperation
networks, particularly to counter
piracy, human trafficking, and
extremist threats in the region.
Economically, France seeks to
safeguard and potentially expand
investment opportunities, including
in port development, logistics, and
trade facilitation.
Diplomatically, strengthening ties
with Somaliland signals France’s
intent to maintain influence in East
Africa and support stability initiatives.
Such engagements enable Paris to
balance regional power dynamics
among Ethiopia, Djibouti, Kenya,
and Somalia, while projecting
France’s soft and strategic power
across the Horn of Africa.
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Central Bank Leadership Applauds Pioneering Graduates....................... Historic Gathering in Boston....................

National Printing Agency Acquires...................

The top echelon of Somaliland’s
Central Bank hailed the first cohort
of graduates from the Institute for
Banking and Finance Sciences as
a landmark achievement for the
nation’s economic future.
A total of 62 students—both female
and male—received their diplomas
in a ceremony held at the bank’s
headquarters in Hargeisa. The
graduates represent the first group
trained under the institute, which
was launched to build local
capacity in banking, financial
management, and economic
expertise.
The event was attended by high-
level dignitaries, including Central
Bank Governor Abdinasir Ahmed
Hersi, Deputy Governor Hamse
Khaire, Director General Yasin
Alase, commercial bank executives,
senior government officials,
academics, religious leaders, and
prominent economic experts.
In his address, Governor Abdinasir
Ahmed Hersi emphasized the
strategic importance of the institute
for the nation’s future. “This institute
occupies a vital position in our
country,” he said. “It will produce
new generations capable of driving
transformation in Somaliland. We
expect the knowledge you have
gained to be clearly visible in our
financial markets.”
Deputy Governor Hamse Khaire
congratulated the graduates and
highlighted the institute’s
international connections.
“Today is not merely the completion
of your studies—it marks the
realization of a national vision,” he
stated. “The graduates of this
institute will go on to work both
locally and globally, and the institute
maintains direct partnerships with
leading f inancial institutions
worldwide.”
Established by the Central Bank, the
Institute for Banking and Finance
Sciences addresses a long-
standing need for specialized
training in the sector. Officials
announced that the institute will
continue to admit and graduate new
cohorts each year, ensuring a
steady supply of skil led
professionals.
The graduation ceremony also
underscored the broader reforms
undertaken by the Central Bank
under the current leadership
appointed by President of the
Republic of Somaliland.
The event was widely regarded as
a symbol of Somaliland’s

commitment to economic self-
reliance and professional

development in the financial sector.

The National Printing Agency of the
Republic of Somaliland has taken
a major step toward modernizing its
operations and strengthening
national self-reliance by importing
state-of-the-art printing equipment.
The new machines are designed
to meet the growing demand for
high-quality printing services across
commercial, promotional, and
governmental sectors.
The acquisition includes
specialized machinery capable of
producing a wide range of
materials, such as:
Flags and national emblems
Large-format billboards and stage
banners
Illuminated 3D posters
Promotional i tems including
clothing, hats, caps, and event
decorations
Large-scale books and publications
previously outsourced abroad
Some of the machines feature
advanced embroidery technology
that allows direct stitching of custom
designs onto fabric, enhancing
creativity and product variety.

Deputy Director Abdihakin Muse Ali
emphasized the strategic
importance of the investment,
stating:
“We acquired this equipment in
direct response to the public’s need
for high-quality printing services.”
The move is expected to
significantly reduce the country’s
reliance on foreign printing
services, saving both time and
substantial costs. It also positions
the National Printing Agency as a
central hub for comprehensive,
modern printing solutions in
Somaliland.
Officials say the initiative reflects a
broader national vision of
sustainable development, job
creation, and economic
independence through investment
in quality technology.
This development has been widely
praised as a practical achievement
that directly supports local
businesses, government
institutions, and the overall growth
of Somaliland’s economy.

Kenyan Mining Expert Calls for.............

Kenya and Somali land in the
mining sector, during his address
at the Somaliland Minerals Expo
2025, officially launched by
President Abdirahman Mohamed
Abdillahi (Irro) at the Mansoor
Hotel.

Speaking at the landmark
exhibition, Thomas said he was in
Somaliland to share Kenya’s
experiences and lessons learned
in developing and regulating its
mining sector, noting strong
similarities between the institutional
structures of the two countries.

He recalled high-level
engagements between Somaliland
and Kenya, highlighting President
Cirro’s previous discussions with
Kenya’s leadership, including both
the current and former presidents,
on cooperation in the extractive
sector. According to Thomas, these
engagements laid a solid
foundation for deeper collaboration.
Thomas acknowledged that
Kenya’s mining sector faced
significant organizational
challenges prior to 2016,
describing the period as one
marked by weak systems and
regulatory gaps. However, he said
substantial reforms have since
transformed the sector through
automation and digitization.
He explained that Kenya has
introduced an online mining
cadaster system that allows
licenses to be applied for digitally,
alongside automated royalty
collection, explosives
management, and mining
information systems. These
reforms, he noted, have improved
transparency, efficiency, and
revenue collection.
Addressing the challenge of illegal
mining, Thomas said Kenya has
suffered significant losses from
minerals being smuggled out of the
country. In response, the
government established a
specialized Mining Police Unit
tasked with combating il legal
mining and ensuring minerals leave
the country through legal channels,
thereby safeguarding public
revenue and national benefits.

He also highlighted the
establishment of Kenya’s National
Mining Corporation (NAMICO), a
state-owned entity mandated to
undertake mining and exploration
activities. NAMICO, he said, can
enter partnerships with private
companies and foreign
governments, participating in
mineral development on equal
footing with private investors.
Thomas noted that he had the
privilege of serving as NAMICO’s
first Chief Executive Officer, during
which time he helped build the
corporation’s foundational
structures, including human
resource frameworks,
organizational systems, strategic
and business plans, and
operational guidelines.
Turning to Somaliland, Thomas
expressed strong interest in
cooperation, offering Kenya’s
support in establishing a similar
state mining agency or corporation.
He said collaboration could also
extend to capacity building, staff
exchanges between Somaliland
and Nairobi, and academic
cooperation through Kenyan
universities.
Concluding his remarks, Thomas
emphasized that sharing
experiences and technical
expertise between Kenya and
Somaliland could strengthen the
mining sector in both countries and
improve livelihoods for their people,
describing the partnership as
mutually beneficial and forward-
looking.

In a landmark moment for the Somaliland-
American community, Boston stepped into
the spotlight this month as the Somaliland
Professionals Association of America
(SLPA) hosted its 5th Regional Event –
the first gathering of its kind in the city
since the early 1990s.
Over 70 members, community leaders,
and supporters converged from across
New England, with attendees traveling
from Massachusetts, Maine, Connecticut,
Rhode Island, and even students from
Vermont.
The event underscored the power of
intentional community building, drawing
professionals from diverse fields like
healthcare, law, architecture, engineering,
and accounting.
Notably, participants hailed from
prestigious institutions including Harvard,
MIT, Yale, Middlebury, Dartmouth, Tufts,
Cornell, and Columbia – serving as
beacons of inspiration for younger
members pursuing academic and career
excellence.
The day began with welcoming remarks
from host Fahima Ali, followed by a moving
Qur’an recitation by Sheikh Abdiqadir,
Imam of the Islamic Society of Boston (ISB),
New England’s largest mosque. Long-
standing leaders from Massachusetts,
Maine, and Connecticut shared poignant
reflections on leadership, service, and
passing the torch to the next generation.
Highlights included inspiring talks from
rising stars: Sahra Jama, an Abaarso
School alumna and Brandeis graduate,
who spoke on resilience, faith, and
personal growth; and Abshir Sudi, a
Middlebury graduate and founder of AHDI
Promise – a Boston-based nonprofit

advancing education in Somaliland since
2019.
A standout moment was the presentation
of the Achievement Award for Boston
Community Impact, Leadership, and
Education to Mubarak, an early SLPA
member, Abaarso alumnus, and MIT
graduate – recognizing his trailblazing
contributions. Abaarso School of Science
and Technology in Somaliland, alma
mater to many event honorees and
speakers.
The keynote address came from Dr. Jamal
Ali Hussein, a former Citigroup Managing
Director with an MBA from Harvard and a
PhD from Johns Hopkins. He delivered
powerful insights on building legacy,
personal development, and sustained
collective action for Somaliland’s progress
and local diaspora communities.
The event concluded with a shared meal
from Nubian Markets and extended
networking at Luzuri Turkish Café,
fostering deeper connections.
SLPA, a growing network of Somaliland-
connected professionals in the U.S.,
continues to bridge diaspora talents with
opportunities back home.
Organizers expressed profound gratitude
to local volunteers for orchestrating this
impactful reunion, reigniting a sense of
unity and purpose that hadn’t been felt in
Boston for over three decades.
As one attendee noted, “This wasn’t just
an event – it was a reminder of what we
can achieve when we come together.”
For the Somaliland diaspora in New
England, Boston has truly made history
once again.
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National Mental Health Program
financed entirely through a
domestic revenue
mechanism. This bold reform
emerged from a landmark
consensus between the
Government and the country’s Khat
Traders, who collectively supported
the introduction of an additional 200
Somaliland Shil lings on each
bundle of imported khat.
The decision was not only
unprecedented but visionary,
because it placed Somaliland
among the countries that use what
economists call a “sin tax” – a
targeted tax on goods or behaviors
considered harmful to health or
society, such as tobacco, alcohol,
sugary drinks, or stimulants like khat.
Sin taxes have dual benefits: they
encourage healthier behavior while
generating predictable revenue for
essential public services. By
applying this approach to khat,
Somaliland aligned itself with global
best practices in public health
financing, adapting them to the
country’s unique socioeconomic
realities.
Special appreciation is due to the
Minister of Finance at that time, Dr.
Saad Ali Shire, whose leadership
ensured that this reform was
effectively implemented. Without his
stewardship, this breakthrough
would not have been possible.
Before this initiative, the mental
health system in Somaliland was
exceptionally fragile as reported by
the Ministry of Finance. Until 2021,
the Ministry of Health Development
(MOHD) – within which the Mental
Health Department operates – had
no formal mental health office, no
dedicated staff, no national strategy,
and no sustainable budget.
Services existed in only two of the
six regions and were deeply under-
resourced. Patients were often
subjected to chaining,
overcrowding, and unsafe
conditions due to limited
infrastructure and lack of trained
personnel. Staff morale was low,
supervision was minimal, and
stigma was widespread – even
within the health sector. Unregulated
Ilaaj, local mental rehabilitation
centers, (Cilaaj) dominated the
landscape, and the system as a
whole suffered from decades of
chronic underinvestment and
neglect.

A paradigm shift began in late 2020
when the Government approved the
Mental Health Khat Tax as a
dedicated form of sin tax. With an
estimated 20 – 40 million kilograms
of khat imported annually, the tax
offered a reliable revenue stream.
Collection began in January 2021,
generating approximately USD 1.7
mil lion per year – the first
predictable domestic financing for
mental health in Somaliland’s
history.
This success emerged from an
alignment of political leadership,
private-sector responsibility, and
public acceptance, illustrating that
sustainable development is
strongest when built on local
ownership.
The revenue generated through
this mechanism became the
backbone of a national mental
health renewal. It enabled MOHD
to support operational needs in all
six regional mental hospitals,
ensuring availability of essential
medications, food, clothing,
bedding, patient care, staff salaries,
logistical support, and regular
supervision. Consistent funds
allowed mental health
professionals – long deprived of
training opportunities – to upgrade
their skills and clinical capacity.
Through strengthened outreach
teams, equipped with minibuses in
every region, the system expanded
its reach to rural and remote
communities. What had been a
fragmented and under-resourced
system evolved into a coordinated
national service.
Infrastructure development was
transformative. Somaliland
constructed three new mental
health hospitals in Laascaanood,
Erigavo, and Berbera – regions
previously without formal mental
health facilities. Existing hospitals
were rehabilitated, and new support
infrastructure, such as the
psychiatric kitchen at Hargeisa
Group Hospital, was established.
Services expanded into Sool and
Sanaag for the first time, bringing
care closer to underserved
populations.
Governance reforms were equally
significant. With steady funding, the
Ministry established the Department
of Mental Health as a structured
entity within MOHD. Under the
leadership of Dr. Yakoub Aden Abdi,
MD, PhD, Senior Psychiatrist. Dr.

Yakoub’s leadership in establishing
governance frameworks,
strengthening service delivery, and
guiding national coordination has
been central to transforming the
sector. His stewardship ensured
that the Khat Fund was managed
transparently and strategically, with
maximum benefit to patients
nationwide.
The Department led the
development of essential national
frameworks: The Mental Health
Policy, National Mental Health
Strategy, Standard Operating
Procedures, and the Mental Health
Bill. Public awareness campaigns
helped reduce stigma, while
oversight of Ilaaj centers gradually
improved their standards. Today,
more than 40,000 patients receive
mental health care annually – a
figure unimaginable before 2021.
At the 2025 Somaliland Health
Investment Conference, Dr. Yakoub
presented a pressing challenge and
issued a clear call to action,
underscoring that despite
extraordinary progress, the mental
health system still faces critical
vulnerabili ties that must be
addressed to protect its future. He
warned that Somaliland’s mental
health services remain heavily
dependent on khat revenues -an
inherently risky and unstable source
of funding. He stressed that the
Ministry of Health Development
must also demonstrate institutional
commitment by allocating at least
2% of its budget to mental health,
noting that MOHD’s contribution is
still missing.
Dr. Yakoub further highlighted
that 42% of the current mental
health budget is absorbed by staff
salaries, leaving limited resources
for medicines, infrastructure, and
quality improvement. Additionally, he
underscored the severe shortage of
specialised professionals –
psychiatrists, psychiatric nurses,
psychologists, and social workers
– warning that without urgent
investment in workforce
development, service quality and
coverage cannot be maintained.
His message was not just a
diagnosis of the challenges but a
national call to action. He
emphasized that mental health is
everyone’s business, not the sole
responsibility of MOHD. He urged
international organizations to
integrate mental health into their
programs instead of treating it as a
separate or optional component. He
encouraged development partners
to collaborate on projects where
mental health needs are deeply
intertwined—such as maternal
health, youth development, disability
services, and community
resil ience. Finally, he invited
government institutions and
partners to join the High-Level
Mental Health Financing Initiative,
a coordinated effort to diversify
financing and safeguard the gains
achieved since 2021.
Abdirashid Ibrahim Abdirahman

Somaliland Announces Oil
Well Drilling to Commence in

2027, With Possible Early
Start in 2026

Mohamoud Walaaleye
In a significant boost to the nation’s
energy ambitions, Somaliland’s
Minister of Energy and Minerals,
Honorable Ahmed Jama Barre, has
revealed plans for oil exploration
companies to begin drilling wells
starting in early 2027, with some
operations potentially advancing to
2026.
The announcement highlights
ongoing preparations, including
contracts awarded to import drilling
rigs and essential equipment into
the country.
“There is great hope that the drilling
of Somaliland’s oil wells will begin
at the start of the year 2027, and
some may even start earlier during
2026,” Minister Barre stated. “The
oil exploration companies have now
awarded contracts to bring rigs and
equipment into the country to
commence the oil well drilling.”

Somaliland has long been eyed for
its hydrocarbon potential, with
geological similarities to productive
basins in Yemen and historical oil
seeps indicating a working
petroleum system. Major players
include UK-based Genel Energy,
which holds operatorship in the

promising SL10B/13 block in
partnership with Taiwan’s CPC
Corporation (through its subsidiary
OPIC Somaliland Corporation).
Recent updates from partnerships
suggest momentum: Taiwan-
Somaliland collaborations have
targeted early 2026 dril l ing in
certain blocks, aligning with
government efforts to accelerate
timelines despite company
projections leaning toward 2027.
The minister’s optimistic outlook
comes amid broader efforts to
attract investment in Somaliland’s
largely unexplored onshore basins,
estimated to hold billions of barrels
in prospective resources.
If successful, oil production could
transform Somaliland’s economy,
currently reliant on livestock exports,
and support infrastructure
development in regions like the port
city of Berbera.
The government continues
negotiations with international
partners to ensure security,
environmental standards, and
equitable benefits for local
communities.
This development underscores
Somaliland’s push for economic
self-reliance and international
partnerships in the energy sector.

Somaliland Guurti Chairman Accuses
Djibouti, Somalia of Fueling

 Divisions, Calls for Unity and Vigilance
The Central Bank of the Republic of
Somaliland and the Ministry of Commerce
and Tourism have jointly organized a
significant meeting aimed at tackling the
persistent barriers preventing small
traders from accessing vital financing and
loan services.
Senior officials from both institutions
participated in the session, which included
in-depth research to identify and address
the specific challenges faced by small-
scale entrepreneurs in securing financial
support.
Central Bank Director Mr. Yasin Calase
outlined plans to introduce a wider range
of international financing models to
Somaliland, emphasizing those compliant
with Islamic principles. He stressed the
bank’s commitment to removing obstacles
that hinder financial institutions from
providing accessible loans, allowing small
traders to expand or start new businesses.
“As the Central Bank, we want to
understand the many systems used
worldwide to finance banks. Today in our
country, only one or two are used; we
want to bring the others into the country
and, as a bank, identify the obstacles
blocking those others so they can be
overcome. This study we are conducting
is part of identifying existing obstacles to
find solutions.”
Deputy Chairman Mr. Hamse Khaire
ighlighted the acute difficulties in obtaining

capital, particularly for women
entrepreneurs, and pledged that the bank
would proactively fulfill its role in
overcoming these hurdles.
“The major obstacles currently in the
country, the most important ones affecting
our businesses, is access to financing—
whether someone is expanding their
business or starting a new one. Women
face even worse challenges; they are
severely affected by these obstacles. We
want the bank to take its responsibility and
address these obstacles,” said the Deputy
Chairman of the Central Bank of the
Republic of Somaliland.
Adding to the discussion, the Director
General of the Ministry of Commerce and
Tourism, Mr. Mohamoud Hussein Adan
(Jabaake), reaffirmed the ministry’s core
policy focus.
“Developing the country’s traders is a key
policy for the Ministry of Commerce,” Mr.
Jabaake stated.
This collaborative effort underscores
Somaliland’s push to strengthen its financial
ecosystem and empower small and
medium-sized enterprises, which are
essential to the nation’s economic
foundation. The initiative highlights a
commitment to inclusive growth, with
special attention to supporting women in
business and fostering a more accessible
lending environment.
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CAUTIONARY NOTICE
TRADE MARK – SOMALILAND

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: Rothmans of Pall Mall
Limited, a Swiss company of Route de la Nods 3, 2926 Boncourt, Switzerland and is used in connection
with: Cigarettes; tobacco; tobacco products; lighters; matches; smokers’ articles.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or company who
uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise infringes the rights of the said company.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: British American Tobacco
(Brands) Limited, a British company of Globe House, 4 Temple Place, London, WC2R 2PG, United
Kingdom and is used in connection with: Cigarettes; tobacco, raw or manufactured; tobacco products;
tobacco substitutes (not for medical purposes); cigars; cigarillos; lighters for smokers; matches; smokers’
articles; cigarette paper; cigarette tubes; cigarette filters; pocket apparatus for rolling cigarettes; hand
held machines for injecting tobacco into paper tubes; electronic cigarettes; cartridges for electronic
cigarettes; liquids for electronic cigarettes; tobacco products for the purpose of being heated; devices
and parts for devices for heating tobacco; tobacco substitutes for the purpose of inhalation; cigarettes
containing tobacco substitutes; cigarette cases; cigarette boxes; snus with tobacco; snuff with tobacco;
snus without tobacco; snuff without tobacco; tobacco free oral nicotine pouches (not for medical use).

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or company who
uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise infringes the rights of the said
company.

By M.A. Egge
The government aims to establish
a transparent, fair and efficient land
administration system that
responds to the country’s growing
needs.
This has been made clear through
a presentation to the Council of
Cabinet Ministers of an overview of
the Somaliland National Land
Policy in an effort to streamline the
sector, during the 46th session of
their weekly meeting session,
chaired by the President of the
Republic of Somaliland, H.E.
Abdirahman Mohamed Abdillahi
Irro held on Wednesday at the
Presidency in Hargeisa.
The session also saw the
highlights of the key milestone
developmental events that have
unfolded in recent days such as the
pioneer National Minerals Expo
and the National Welfare
conference, functions that would
henceforth be held annually.
Similarly the economic situation
was billed satisfactory owing to the
targets set by the Treasury which
has been on course throughout the
year as planned.
Generally the major factors on the
session’s agenda during the week
were as follows: -
1. National Security Situation
The Minister of Interior and
National Security, Hon. Abdalle
Mohamed Arab, briefed the cabinet
on the country’s security situation,
stating that overall security across
the Republic of Somaliland
remains stable and calm, with no
incidents of insecurity or unrest
reported in any of the regions.
The Minister also shared a general
report on the several weeks of
official working visit he undertook
alongside the Minister of Defence
and that of Youth and Sports to the
Salal and Awdal regions.
2. National Revenue and
Economic Performance
The Minister of Finance and
Economic Development, Hon.
Abdillahi Hassan Adan, presented
a comprehensive report to the
Council. He noted that the Ministry

has made significant efforts to meet
the revenue targets outlined in the
2025 national budget, confirming
that revenue collected over the past
eleven months (January–
November) aligned with
projections.
The Minister also briefed the
Council on a working visit to Nairobi,
where he participated in a High-
Level Development Forum
organized by the Ministry of
Planning and National
Development. During the visit,
productive meetings were held with
key international institut ions,
including the World Bank and the
African Development Bank.
Additionally, the Minister highlighted
ongoing collaboration between the
Ministry and DP World to accelerate
and modernize services at Berbera
Port, aimed at benefiting traders and
neighboring countries, particularly
Ethiopia.
3. National Health Situation
The Minister of Health
Development, Dr. Hussein Bashir
Hirsi, provided a detailed health
sector briefing. He informed the
Council that Dengue Fever—
transmitted by mosquitoes—has
emerged in the eastern regions of
Somaliland. In response, the
Ministry has deployed medical
teams and essential medicines to
affected areas to provide treatment,
medical advice and public health
services.
The Minister also addressed the
severe impact of drought on health
services, particularly in drought-
affected communit ies, noting
increased cases of malnutrition,
heightened risks of communicable
diseases, and shortages of
medicines and medical supplies in
some areas.
4. National Minerals Exhibition
Conference
The Minister of Energy and
Minerals, Hon. Ahmed Jama Barre,
briefed the Council on the
Somaliland Minerals Expo 2025,
which was held in Hargeisa from
15–16 December 2025. The event

brought together participants from
more than 30 countries, including
international companies, experts
and prominent Somaliland figures.
Organized by the Ministry of Energy
and Minerals, the expo was the first
of its kind to showcase
Somaliland’s mineral resources.
The Minister presented an 11-point
communiqué issued at the
conclusion of the conference,
which included resolutions such as
holding the expo annually,
strengthening laws and policies
governing mineral resources,
conducting comprehensive
geological surveys, establishing a
National Institute for Mining,
developing an international-
standard mining laboratory,
promoting local and foreign
investment, and prioritizing
environmental protection, social
impact and community
participation.
5. Livestock and Rural
Development
The Minister of Livestock and Rural
Development, Dr. Omar Shu’ayb
Mohamed, delivered a detailed
report highlighting key sector
achievements. He stated that
2,791,052 l ivestock had been
treated, 46,517 households
benefited from veterinary services,
504,543 animals were inspected
and slaughtered in official abattoirs,
and 3,403,170 live animals were
exported.
The Minister emphasized the
severe impact of drought on
livestock livelihoods, citing pasture
and water shortages, weakened
animal health, reduced production
of milk and meat, and growing risks
to families dependent on livestock.
He also informed the Council of
preparations for an upcoming
National Livestock Trade and
Production Expo, aimed at
improving l ivestock quality,
expanding markets and
strengthening the sector’s
contribution to the national
economy.
6. Transport and Road
Development
The Deputy Minister of Transport
and Road Development, Hon.
Mohamed Abdulmalik Ahmed,
presented a National Plan to
reduce traffic accidents. He
explained that studies had identified
the causes of road accidents,
resulting in 23 actionable
recommendations. A 14-member
National Committee has been
established to oversee
implementation of the plan.
He added that traffic regulations for
both government and civil ian
vehicles have been tightened and
announced plans for a National
Conference involving key
stakeholders working on road
safety. The Deputy Minister also
outlined the Ministry’s five-year

strategic plan, focusing on accident
reduction, public safety, awareness
campaigns, vehicle standards
enforcement, stronger traffic
regulations and road construction
and maintenance.
7. National Social Welfare
Conference
The Minister of Employment, Social
Affairs and Family, Hon. Milgo
Mohamed Elmi (Sanbalooshe),
briefed the Council on the
outcomes of the National Social
Welfare Conference held from 16–
17 December 2025. The
conference brought together senior
government officials, international
and local humanitarian
organizations, universities and
social welfare stakeholders.
A 10-point communiqué was issued,
including resolutions to hold the
conference annually on 16–17
December, fast-track the Social
Welfare Act, establish a national
social welfare registry, strengthen
planning, monitoring and
evaluation of social programs,
increase budget allocations for
social welfare, enhance
coordination between government
and humanitarian organizations,
and develop a national action plan
clarifying institutional roles and
responsibilities.
8. Somaliland National Land
Policy
The Minister of Public Works, Land
and Housing, Hussein Ahmed
Aydeed, presented an overview of
the Somaliland National Land
Policy. He stated that the policy aims
to establish a transparent, fair and
efficient land administration system
that responds to the country’s
growing needs.

The Minister emphasized that
effective implementation of the
policy would promote peace in land
management and contribute to
national economic growth. He
called on Cabinet members to
carefully review, discuss and
provide recommendations on the
policy.
9. High-Level Development
Coordination Forum
The Minister of Planning and
National Development, Hon. Kaltun
Sheikh Hassan Abdi, briefed the
Council on the High-Level
Development Coordination Forum
held in Nairobi on 9 December
2025. Organized by the Ministry, the
forum brought together numerous
countries and international
organizations.
She explained that during the first
phase of the forum, the Somaliland
delegation presented the National
Development Plan and the country’s
development priorities, with
particular focus on economic
conditions, security, humanitarian
issues and development projects.
In the second phase, the delegation
held bilateral meetings with the
United Nations, the United States,
the United Kingdom, Denmark, the
World Bank and the African
Development Fund, discussing
ongoing projects and future
cooperation opportunities.
The Minister concluded by noting
that the forum ended successfully,
with mutual agreements to
strengthen cooperation and
accelerate the implementation of
development projects across
Somaliland.
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THT Puzzle

Down
1 Beginning
2 Ending
3 Phone call
4 Have a row or strip
5 Utilized
9 Low down
10 CUBIC CENTIMETER
11 High
12 an active insect
13 Use
15 Newscast
17 Communicate
18 Be asleep
19 Clothing
20 Several
23 Property
25 So
28 Ending
29 Toward
32 Midair
34 Nope

Across
1 Break
4 Rounded
6 Leave
7 Depressed
8 Swelling
10 nightclub
14 Fountain pen
16 Donkey/ horse family
18 Speediness
21 fruits
22 Wring
23 Get older
24 Remove
26 Ocean
27 Stored
30 Problem
35 Exchange
36 Single
37 identity

Previous Answer

Prepaired by: Abdillahi Said Muhummed
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RYDE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: British American Tobacco
(Brands) Limited, a British company of Globe House, 4 Temple Place, London WC2R 2PG, United Kingdom
and is used in connection with: Energy drinks; cigarettes; tobacco, raw or manufactured; tobacco products;
tobacco substitutes (not for medical purposes); cigars; cigarillos; lighters; matches; smokers’ articles;
cigarette paper; cigarette tubes; cigarette filters; pocket apparatus for rolling cigarettes; hand held machines
for injecting tobacco into paper tubes; electronic cigarettes; accessories for electronic cigarettes; liquids
for electronic cigarettes; tobacco products for the purpose of being heated; devices and parts for devices
for heating tobacco; accessories for devices for heating tobacco; tobacco substitutes for the purpose of
inhalation; cigarettes containing tobacco substitutes; cigarette cases; cigarette boxes; snus with tobacco;
snuff with tobacco; snus without tobacco; snuff without tobacco; tobacco free oral nicotine pouches (not
for medical use).

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or company who
uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise infringes the rights of the said company.
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EPOK
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: British American Tobacco
(Brands) Limited, a British company of Globe House, 4 Temple Place, London WC2R 2PG, United Kingdom
and is used in connection with: Cigarettes; tobacco, raw or manufactured; tobacco products; tobacco
substitutes (not for medical purposes); cigars; cigarillos; lighters; matches; smokers’ articles; cigarette
paper; cigarette tubes; cigarette filters; pocket apparatus for rolling cigarettes; hand held machines for
injecting tobacco into paper tubes; electronic cigarettes; cartridges for electronic cigarettes; liquids for
electronic cigarettes; tobacco products for the purpose of being heated; devices and parts for devices for
heating tobacco; tobacco substitutes for the purpose of inhalation; cigarettes containing tobacco
substitutes; cigarette cases; cigarette boxes; snus with tobacco; snuff with tobacco; snus without tobacco;
snuff without tobacco; tobacco free oral nicotine pouches (not for medical use).

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or company who uses
the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise infringes the rights of the said company.

CAUTIONARY NOTICE
TRADE MARK – SOMALILAND

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: British American Tobacco
(Brands) Limited, a British company of Globe House, 4 Temple Place, London WC2R 2PG, United Kingdom
and is used in connection with: Cigarettes; tobacco, raw or manufactured; tobacco products; tobacco
substitutes (not for medical purposes); cigars; cigarillos; lighters; matches; smokers’ articles; cigarette
paper; cigarette tubes; cigarette filters; pocket apparatus for rolling cigarettes; hand held machines for
injecting tobacco into paper tubes; electronic cigarettes; cartridges for electronic cigarettes; liquids for
electronic cigarettes; tobacco products for the purpose of being heated; devices and parts for devices for
heating tobacco; tobacco substitutes for the purpose of inhalation; cigarettes containing tobacco
substitutes; cigarette cases; cigarette boxes; snus with tobacco; snuff with tobacco; snus without tobacco;
snuff without tobacco; tobacco free oral nicotine pouches (not for medical use); oral vaporizers for smoking
purposes.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or company who uses
the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise infringes the rights of the said company.

CAUTIONARY NOTICE
TRADE MARK – SOMALILAND

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: Benson & Hedges (Overseas)
Limited, a British company of Globe House, 4 Temple Place, London, WC2R 2PG, United Kingdom and
is used in connection with: Cigarettes; tobacco, raw or manufactured; tobacco products; tobacco substitutes
(not for medical purposes); cigars, cigarillos; lighters; matches; smokers’ articles; cigarette paper, cigarette
tubes, cigarette filters; pocket apparatus for rolling cigarettes; hand held machines for injecting tobacco
into paper tubes; electronic cigarettes; liquids for electronic cigarettes; tobacco products for the purpose
of being heated; electronic devices and their parts for the purpose of heating cigarettes or tobacco. The
mark is used in the colours dark blue, light blue, grey, gold, black and white.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or company who
uses the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise infringes the rights of the said company.

CAUTIONARY NOTICE
TRADE MARK – SOMALILAND

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: Benson & Hedges (Overseas)
Limited, a British company of Globe House, 4 Temple Place, London WC2R 2PG, United Kingdom and
is used in connection with: Cigarettes; tobacco, raw or manufactured ; tobacco products; tobacco substitutes
(not for medical purposes); cigars, cigarillos; lighters; matches; smokers’ articles; cigarette paper, cigarette
tubes, cigarette filters; pocket apparatus for rolling cigarettes; hand held machines for injecting tobacco
into paper tubes; electronic cigarettes; liquids for electronic cigarettes; tobacco products for the purpose
of being heated. The mark is used in the colours: black, gold, white and blue.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or company who uses
the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise infringes the rights of the said company.
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De Facto Diplomacy: Taiwan’s Quest for Onto-

Method and data collection

Here, we will briefly describe the type
of data that will be collected and the
method that will be used to collect
it. This paper will employ a thematic
narrative analysis to examine how
Taiwan constructs its relationship
with Somaliland in a way that affirms
national identity and pursues
ontological security. Our analysis
will be grounded in Catherine

Kohler Riessman’s typology of
narrative, which includes thematic,
structural, and visual analysis and
dialogic/performance (Riessman,
2008; Šalkutë, 2016). We chose the
thematic approach, which focuses
on the
content of the narratives (Ibid.).
This will lead us to identify patterns
related to identity and ontological
security in
Taiwan’s off icial discourse
regarding its bilateral relations with
Somaliland. We will look at the three
dimensions of
Eberle and Handl’s model (Eberle
& Handl, 2018) mentioned above.
As we seek to determine how
Taiwan
constructs its relationship with
Somaliland as a means of affirming
national identity in its quest for
ontological
security, we will  be analyzing
Taiwan’s official sources in order
to identify the above-mentioned
narratives. This
study’s data mainly consists of
textual sources such as
g o v e r n m e n t - b a s e d
communications on the matter,
press
releases from official websites, and
tweets from the Taiwan
Representative Office in the
Republic of Somaliland and
Taiwan MFA’s X accounts. To
facilitate our search, we used the
keyword “Somali land” on the
representative office’s website and
X account, as many statements
unrelated to the Taiwan-
Somaliland relationship are
published daily.
In the following three sections, we
will be examining the construction
of Taiwan’s narrative using Eberle
and Handl’s model (2018). The first
part of our analysis will focus on the
narrative relative to significant

others (Somaliland, China, and the
US). In our second part, we will
discuss how these narratives are
articulated by Taiwan to reinforce
its
democratic status and its legitimacy
in the international system.
Relations with
significant others
As mentioned above, Eberle and
Handl (2018, p. 45) consider that
the identity of the self is consistently
«constituted
and reinforced intersubjectively by
narratively anchoring the state-self
in relation to other states—friends,
enemies, or
rivals.» Against the background of
the collected data, we were able to
identify three significant others in
Taiwan’s narratives. On the one
hand, Somaliland is consistently
described as a partner that shares
the same goal as Taiwan.
On the other hand, the collected
data shows that China is framed as
a disruptive actor, a threat to Taiwan.
Less
significantly but worth mentioning,
the United States is framed as a
partner in Taiwan’s democratic
enterprise.
Taiwan’s relationship
with Somaliland: a way to
routinize relationships
with like-minded partners
The collected data have shown that
Somaliland is pictured as a friend
in Taiwan’s grand narratives on
significant
others, which reinforces Taiwan’s
democratic self, discussed later.
One could start from the
announcement of the
installation of a formal relationship
between Taiwan and Somaliland,
published by the Taiwanese MFA in
July 2020.
It first states the existence of a
«shared commitment to common
values of freedom, democracy,
justice, and the rule
of law.»2 It describes the shift from
«cordial»3 relations to «friendly»4

ties. Taiwan places itself as an
experienced
actor in the domain of international
cooperation, which Somaliland can
benefit from. It also places Taiwan
as a
supportive actor in Somaliland’s
«efforts to advance democracy and
freedom.»5
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CAUTIONARY NOTICE
TRADE MARK – SOMALILAND

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: British American Tobacco
(Brands) Limited, a British company of Globe House, 4 Temple Place, London WC2R 2PG, United Kingdom
and is used in connection with: Pharmaceutical preparations; dietary and nutritional supplements; hemp
extract products; cbd oil; dietary preparations containing cbd oil; gum containing nicotine; pouches
containing nicotine; patches containing nicotine; food supplements; vitamin, mineral and nutritional
supplements; homeopathic supplements; herbal supplements; vitamin and mineral drinks; medicated drinks;
medicated chewing gum; vitamin and mineral fortified preparations for oral use sold in pouch form; vitamin
and mineral fortified lozenges; nutritional supplement meal replacement products for boosting energy;
calcium fortified candy; tobacco-free cigarettes for medical purposes; tobacco substitutes for medical
purposes; herbs for medicinal purposes including dried herbs, liquid herbal extracts and herbal capsules;
herbal formulations; herbal creams; herbal teas for medicinal purposes, nicotine preparations for medical
purposes, including loose and pre-packaged powder tobacco (snus); transdermal patches; chewing gums;
natural and herbal flavourings (other than essential oils); lozenges; candy; candy mints; gummy candy;
hemp and derivative based or infused edible products.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or company who uses
the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise infringes the rights of the said company.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: British American Tobacco
(Brands) Limited, a British company of Globe House, 4 Temple Place, London WC2R 2PG, United Kingdom
and is used in connection with: Dietary supplements and dietetic preparations; nutritional supplements;
food supplements; vitamin supplements; mineral supplements; herbal supplements and herbal extracts;
antioxidants; non-medicated confectionery, pastilles and lozenges all containing herbal preparations;
cigarettes; tobacco, raw or manufactured; tobacco free oral nicotine pouches (not for medical use); snuff with
tobacco; snus with tobacco; snuff without tobacco; snus without tobacco; roll your own tobacco; pipe
tobacco; tobacco products; tobacco substitutes (not for medical purposes); cigars; cigarillos; lighters;
matches; smokers’ articles; cigarette paper, cigarette tubes, cigarette filters; pocket apparatus for rolling
cigarettes; hand held machines for injecting tobacco into paper tubes; electronic cigarettes; liquids for
electronic cigarettes; tobacco products for the purpose of being heated.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or company who uses
the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise infringes the rights of the said company.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: Rothmans of Pall Mall
Limited, a Swiss company of Route de la Nods 3, 2926 Boncourt, Switzerland and is used in connection
with: Cigarettes; tobacco; tobacco products; lighters; matches; smokers’ articles.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or company who uses
the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise infringes the rights of the said company.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: British American Tobacco
(Brands) Inc., a corporation organised and existing under the laws of the State of Delaware of 251 Little
Falls Drive, Suite 100, Wilmington 19808-1674, Delaware, United States of America and is used in
connection with: Cigarettes; tobacco, raw or manufactured; tobacco products; tobacco substitutes (not
for medical purposes); cigars, cigarillos; lighters; matches; smokers’ articles; cigarette paper, cigarette
tubes, cigarette filters; pocket apparatus for rolling cigarettes; hand held machines for injecting tobacco
into paper tubes; electronic cigarettes; liquids for electronic cigarettes; tobacco products for the purpose
of being heated. This mark is used in the colours: blue, red, white and grey.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or company who uses
the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise infringes the rights of the said company.

To be continue next week

CAUTIONARY NOTICE
TRADE MARK – SOMALILAND

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark is the trade mark of: British American Tobacco
(Brands) Limited, a British company of Globe House, 4 Temple Place, London WC2R 2PG, United Kingdom
and is used in connection with: Cigarettes; tobacco, raw or manufactured; tobacco products; tobacco
substitutes (not for medical purposes); cigars; cigarillos; lighters; matches; smokers’ articles; cigarette
paper; cigarette tubes; cigarette filters; pocket apparatus for rolling cigarettes; hand held machines for
injecting tobacco into paper tubes; electronic cigarettes; cartridges for electronic cigarettes; liquids for
electronic cigarettes; tobacco products for the purpose of being heated; devices and parts for devices for
heating tobacco; tobacco substitutes for the purpose of inhalation; cigarettes containing tobacco
substitutes; cigarette cases; cigarette boxes; snus with tobacco; snuff with tobacco; snus without tobacco;
snuff without tobacco; tobacco free oral nicotine pouches (not for medical use); oral vaporizers for smoking
purposes.

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against any person or company who uses
the said trade mark or any imitations thereof or who otherwise infringes the rights of the said company.

One of the most important
components of the Taiwanese
narratives on Somaliland is the
inclusion of the latter in the
continuity of Taiwan’s view of
democracy and international
cooperation. Somaliland is, in the
analyzed statements, a
means and a way for Taiwan to
reinforce its narrative about the
democratic self. For Taiwan,
«peace and stability are
the fundamental elements for
cooperation»6, and Somaliland is
described as a model for that
matter. In relation to
China (Taiwanese narratives about
China are discussed below),
Somaliland is pictured as being
together with
Taiwan, «at the right side of
history»7. By this, it is meant that
Somaliland shares common values
with Taiwan, which
the latter «promises to make every
effort to defend.»8 The following
quote sums up this depiction of
Somaliland as
committed to the same values as
Taiwan against China.
«Somaliland will stand with Taiwan
and ask China to let every country
choose their way of life and respect
their
political rights.»9

In this sense, the Taiwanese
representative in Somaliland’s
speech in the context of the
celebration of the 113th
Taiwanese National Day in
Hargeisa is crucial. In fact, this
statement is aimed at reminding the
readers and the
audience of the importance and
aims of this bilateral relationship. It
first refers to the invitation of
Somaliland’s official
to observe the 2024 presidential
elections and subsequently to Lai
Ching-te’s inauguration
ceremony.10 This
resonates with the Taiwanese
narrative on democracy.
Furthermore, the representative’s
speech aims to show how
committed Taiwan is to exporting
these values to allies:
«In September 2024, Taiwan
committed $2 million to support
Somaliland’s 2024 presidential and
party elections.
These supports showed Taiwan’s
democratic empowerment for
Somaliland.»11

If Taiwan’s officials are insisting on
the centrality of shared democratic
values that are both pictured as
central in their
identity, other more pragmatic areas
of cooperation are mentioned as it
encompasses other «prioritized
areas such
as healthcare, education,
agriculture, ICT, security, oil drilling,
critical minerals exploration, fishery,
humanitarian
assistance, etc.»12

More importantly, this relationship
is described as a way for Taiwan to


