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President received triumphantly upon arrival
from his historical deal struck with Ethiopia
that has the nation’s core interest at heart

The agreements entered by Somaliland and Ethiopia
come into force pending pre-requisite legalities and it

doesn’t Concern Somalia at all, says Minister Ali Marehan
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Somaliland, the foreign minister said
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The President of the Republic
of Somaliland, H.E. Musa Bihi
Abdi and the delegation he

led, returned to the country to a
rousing reception whereby a
multitude of thousands of people in
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An extraordinary meeting of
the Council of Ministers of
the Republic was held today,

on 03/01/2024, under the
chairmanship of the H.E.
Abdirahman Abdilahi Ismail (Sayli’i),
the current Acting President and
Vice President of the Republic of

He stated that the agreement indicates that Ethiopia will be the first country to recognize Somaliland as a state
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S omaliland’s Minister of
Information Hon. Ali Hassan
Mohamed (Ali-Mareehan),

said that Somalia cannot change
anything about the agreement that
Somaliland enters into with the
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A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for Partnership
and Cooperation has been signed between the Federal

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and Somaliland
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M inister of State of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Hon. Misganu Arga

announced that the Ethiopian
government will  accept the
statement issued by the Ethiopian
government stating that it has

reached an agreement to obtain
“global recognition” from Ethiopia,
which would establish the
independent Somaliland as a
country.
This message conveyed by
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President received triumphantly upon arrival
from his historical deal struck with Ethiopia
that has the nation’s core interest at heart

the city came out to welcome him
following a deal he struck with
neighbouring Ethiopian government
at the beginning of the year.
Enthusiastic and elated people
lined up along the several kilometers
of road that snaked from the Egal
International Airport all the way to the
Presidency.
Amid ululat ions and chants of
‘triumph...triumph’, the multitude of
people led by members of the
cabinet, parliamentarians,
traditional and contemporary
leaders of Maaroodi-Jeeh region,
the leadership of Hargeisa local city
council, the service commanders of
the various arms of the and eminent
personalities joined together in the
tumultuous reception while most
carrying miniature flags of the nation
while others adorning clothes that
bore the colors of the national flag.
The Head of State addressed a
large gathering at around a gate
near the entrance of the airport
whereby he elaborated on the
historic MoU deal that was struck
with Ethiopia that has at its gist the
aspirations of the country as
concerns the long sought justified
international recognition.
He noted that the agreements made
had in its core the Federal
government of Ethiopia
acknowledging Somaliland as a

dejure state, thus according it the
deserved international recognition.
The President likewise scoffed at
the hullabaloos that emanated from
the Mogadishu government that
went berserk with chagrin when they
got wind of the deal struck with
Ethiopia.
He at the same time dispelled
rumours and allegations of
insincerity on the part of the nation
saying that the agreements will have
to be subjected to legalities at par
with both the local and international
laws as applicable.
The president first spoke about the
type of agreement that the two
governments have entered into,
which is one seen to be in the
interests of both parties, and which
is in accordance with the rules and
the constitution of Somaliland and
the international rules.
He stated that the agreement
indicates that Ethiopia will be the
first country to recognize Somaliland
as a state, and Ethiopia will in return
get lease of Somaliland with
specified size, in accordance with
the internationally recognized rules.
The President dismissed the false
statements that the enemies of
Somaliland are spreading that
Somaliland’s land has been sold to
Ethiopia, “Somaliland’s land cannot

Somaliland Cabinet
Ministers endorses on the
MoU signed with Ethiopia

Somaliland.
 Having reviewed:
 • The Constitution of the Republic
of Somaliland, which states in Article
1, Clause 1 that the Protectorate of
Somaliland gained independence
from the United Kingdom of Great
Britain and  Northern Ireland on
June 26, 1960, and subsequently
joined Somalia on July 1, 1960, to
form the Somali Republic. However,
the Somaliland Conference held in
Burco from April 27 to May 15, 1991,
made the decision to regain
independence. As per the
Constitution, Somaliland is now
recognized as an independent
country with the rights, dignity, and
sovereignty of a sovereign nation,
and is officially named the “Republic
of Somaliland”.
Article 12, Paragraph 3 of the
Constitution of the Republic of
Somaliland grants the Government
the authority to exercise control over
real estate or immovable property.
This includes the power to engage
in various transactions such as
renting, leasing, exchanging for
equivalent value, or making any other
lawful disposal of such property.
The benefits of the Republic of
Somaliland encompass various
aspects, including the long-awaited
international recognition that has
been pursued for 32 years.
Additionally, there are significant
economic, commercial, and
security advantages associated with
the status of the Republic of
Somaliland.
 The Council of Ministers of the
Republic of Somaliland hereby
issues the following statement:
 1. The Council of Ministers of the
Republic of Somaliland
wholeheartedly endorses and
appreciates the signing of the
Memorandum of Understanding on
01/01/2024 in Addis Ababa between
President Muse Bihi of Somaliland
and Prime Minister Dr. Abiya Ahmed
of Ethiopia. This agreement marks
a momentous triumph for both
nations, signifying a historic
milestone in their bilateral relations.
2. The Council expresses gratitude
to the Federal Government of
Ethiopia, as it becomes the first
country to recognize the sovereignty
of the Republic of Somaliland.
3. The Council affirms to the
international community that
Somali land is an independent
nation, possessing full control over
its land, sea, and air. It further
emphasizes that the Republic of
Somaliland has the authority to enter

be sold, the president cannot sell
arbitrarily for he has no such powers
nor can a future president dispose
of the nation’s land whimsically”, he
said.
He sent a strong message to the
leaders of Somalia to refrain from
disrupting the development of
Somaliland and its achievements,
and to stop the propaganda as
concerns the agreement that
Somaliland is striking with Ethiopia.
President Muse Bihi Abdi has called
on the people of Somaliland to stand
by their nation, work together to
implement the important historical
country’s agreement, and unite for
the common good of the nation.
On the other hand, a brief ceremony
was held in the presidential palace
to pay tribute to the president and
his delegation that saw the top
national leaders led by the Vice
President H.E. Abdirahman Abdillahi
Ismael Seyli’and and both the
Speakers of the Upper and Lower
Houses of the Parl iament the
Honourables Suleiman Mohamoud
Adan and Prof. Yasin Faratoon
profusely hail the President in his
achievement of taking the nation
forward with the bold step taken for
the good of the nation and the
people of Somaliland.
The President in turn thanked all
who turn out to brave the sun to
welcome him back home and
appealed to the populaces for
solidarity, unity, brethrenship and
concerted efforts in a harmonious
way to move the nation towards a
positive direction, reiterating that the
main aspirations of the country was
to be accorded the deserved dejure
status as any other country amongst
the international community.

The agreements entered by Somaliland and Ethiopia
come into force pending pre-requisite legalities and it

doesn’t Somalia at all, says Minister Ali Marehan
Ethiopian government.
He pointed out that every time
Somaliland enters into an
agreement with another country or
an international institution Somalia
becomes fussy without any
justification.
Minister Ali Marehean gave the
sentiments during a BBC Somali
Friday Debate program which he
participated in. other participants
were the Minister of Information of
Somalia, and a legal official.
Minister Ali Marehaan, who was
responding legally to Somalia’s
inability to do anything about the
agreement reached by Somaliland
and Ethiopia, replied, “The lawyer
only gave the sentiments of Hassan
Sheikh Mohamud which testates
further in our favour that Somalia
always cries foul when we enter any
international agreements”.
 He gave the example of the
fortunate accord struck with the DP
World of the UAE which they
vehemently rejected to their chagrin

but was successfully implemented
since.
Continuing his speech, he said,
“Their Parliament made decisions,
they ran to the United Nations
Security Council, but that move did
not change the decision.”
In terms of legality, he argued that
for Somalia to claim a stake they
have to own the land and rule the
people they area but in reality they
hold no sway over Somaliland
whatsoever.
On the other hand, Minister Ali
Marehaan argued that there are no
major governments in the world, or
international organizations that have
publicly declared that the
agreement between Somaliland
and Ethiopia is illegal.
He said, “This agreement has not
been opposed by major
governments and international
organizations. The issues raised
was of diplomatic inclinations that
urged and called for sanity to prevail.

He pointed out that Somalia had
leased their ports and gave foreign
military bases places to occupy
without consultations to any other
powers, a fact that is similar to
Somaliland’s justifiable cause to
chart its way forward.
Somaliland’s Minister of Information
also said that this agreement will
come into force after the legal
process entailed is executed. “This
agreement will be fulfilled as it was
entered”.
He accused Somalia of perpetually
reneging on the points in talks
agreed upon and in this case have
no any iota of right over Somaliland
at all.

into agreements with any party that
aligns with the national interest, in
accordance with Article 12,
Paragraph 3 of the Constitution of
the Republic of Somaliland.
 4. The Council strongly condemns
the statements and actions of the
Government of Somalia regarding
the Memorandum of Understanding
between the Republic of
Somaliland and the Federal
Government of Ethiopia. The
Council emphatically urges the
Government of Somalia to refrain
from engaging in such matters.
 5. The Council hereby notifies the
international community that the
recent statements originating from
Somalia contradict the previously
established agreements between
the Republic of Somaliland and the
Government of Somalia. These
agreements include the ones
reached in Ankara in April 2012,
London in June 2012, Ankara in April
2013, Istanbul in July 2013, Istanbul
in January 2014, DËibouti in
December 2014, Istanbul in March
2015, Ankara in April 2016, Djibouti
in June 2020, and Djibouti in
December 2023. All of these
agreements explicitly emphasized
the importance of preserving the
continuity of agreements,
investments, economic
development, and international
donations without disruption.
 6. The Council of Ministers of the
Republic of Somaliland issues a
stern warning to any individual or
entity that attempts to disrupt or
oppose the Memorandum of
Understanding signed between the
governments of the Republic of
Somaliland and the Federal
Republic of Ethiopia on 01/01/ 2024.
The Council affirms its
commitment to take appropriate
action against such entities or
individuals.
 7. The Council expresses its deep
appreciation to the people of
Somaliland for their warm reception
and support towards the
Memorandum of Understanding
signed by the President of
Somaliland and the Prime Minister
of Ethiopia. The Council
acknowledges that such positive
engagement from the people is
crucial for the continued progress
and development of the Republic of
Somaliland.
 8. The Council urges governments
worldwide to demonstrate the
courage and wisdom to recognize
the Republic of Somaliland,
following the example set by the
Federal Republic of Ethiopia. The
Council emphasizes that such
recognition would contribute to
regional stability, security, and the
advancement of democratic
principles in the Horn of Africa. The
END.
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Ethiopia has agreed to recognize

Somaliland, the foreign minister said
A Memorandum of Understanding

(MoU) for Partnership and
Cooperation has been signed

between the Federal Democratic
Republic of Ethiopia and Somaliland

Ambassador Misganu is the first
opinion given by the Ethiopian
government regarding the fact that
Ethiopia is going to recognize
Somaliland in order to get a sea
gate.
Yesterday, Monday, December 23,
Ethiopia announced that it has
reached an agreement with
Somaliland that will allow it to have
a sea gate for military and maritime
trade. 2016 has been.
It was announced by the two
governments that Prime Minister
Abiy Ahmed and Somaliland
President Moses Bihi signed a
memorandum of understanding on
the same day.
After the signing ceremony, the
National Security Adviser to the
Prime Minister, Ambassador
Redwan Hussain, who gave a
statement to the media, said that
according to the memorandum of
understanding, Ethiopia will get a
50-year coastal lease agreement.
On the other hand, Ethiopia will give
the share of Ethio Telecom or
Ethiopian Airlines to Somaliland,
Redwan announced.
Speaking at the agreement,
Somaliland President Moses
indicated that his country will get

additional benefits from Ethiopia for
the 20 km wide coastline that it will
lease.
The President in his
speech; Ethiopia will be the first
African country to officially recognize
the Republic of Somaliland.
Somaliland, which declared its
independence from Somalia almost
23 years ago, has not yet been
recognized as a country by any
country, continental or international
institution.
After yesterday’s agreement, the
Somaliland Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and International
Cooperation’s statement issued last
night also echoed the issue of
recognition.
In a statement, the ministry
announced that Somaliland had
signed a memorandum of
understanding to provide a sea gate
to Ethiopia in return for “international
recognition”.
“This historic agreement will
formally recognize the Republic of
Somaliland and ensure that it will
have access to the sea for its navy,”
he said in a statement explaining
the theme of the agreement.
In a message shared by the
president of Somaliland, Musa on
his X page; ”In the memorandum of

understanding, Ethiopia recognizes
the Republic of
Somaliland; ”Somaliland will give
the sea to Ethiopia’s navy and
commercial use under a 50-year
lease,” he added.
Although Ethiopia’s agreement to
recognize Somaliland was raised
repeatedly from Hargeisa, there was
no explanation or confirmation from
Addis Ababa.
 The Minister of Foreign Affairs,
DETA, Ambassador Misganu, in a
message sent on his X page today,
announced that Ethiopia also
shares this issue raised by
Somaliland.
The Minister of State, who shared
the profile given by the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and International
Cooperation of Somaliland on his
Twitter page; In the message
attached to the statement, they said,
“We accept the statement given by
the government of Somaliland,” and
indicated that the Ethiopian
government agrees with the issues
raised in the statement.
This agreement, which is said to
have been made between Ethiopia
and Somaliland, has provoked
anger on the part of Somalia, which
considers Somaliland as a part of
its territory.
In an emergency meeting held on
Tuesday, the Somali government
cabinet said that the agreement
between Ethiopia and Somaliland
has no legal basis and cannot be
enforced.
The Somali government has
summoned the ambassador to
Ethiopia, Abdulahi Warfa, for an
urgent meeting.

Continue on page 4

and military fields.
 Following the scramble for Africa,
Somaliland remained under British
colonial rule and gained its
independence on June 26, 1960. It
is to be recalled that at that point in
time many countries have given it
recognition. However, five days later
in the same year, Somaliland
voluntarily became one with
Mogadishu which had just gained
its independence from Italy.
 In 1991, Somaliland declared its
independence once again and has
since then been practicing
democracy for 30 years holding a
series of elections and peaceful
transition of government. Some
countries, including Ethiopia, have
opened a consular office in
Hargeisa. Nevertheless,
Somaliland has not yet received full
recognition. Despite this, it has
signed agreements with various
countries, including agreements for
port development.
 An MoU that was signed enabling
19 percent share of Berbera port for
Ethiopia with other partners, is a
proof of this fact. It is also known
that other countries are following the
same process. Yet there has been
no murmur or complaint when this
materialized. The recent MoU that
has been signed which enables
Ethiopia to gain a military base and
access commercial maritime
services through reciprocity and
through a lease agreement is
basically the same.
There has been a longstanding
cooperation agreement between
our country and Somaliland. The
recently signed comprehensive
memorandum of understanding for
partnership and cooperation
reflects efforts made by the two
parties to further strengthen their
friendship and respond to the
historic questions of both parties. It
will also facilitate a strategic
partnership in a sustainable manner
based on clear details and
transparency.
 For Somaliland, the MoU enables
them to acquire the type of
assistance and partnership they
cannot get from any other country
and also responds to their
longstanding demands.
 As it pertains to our national
interests, it is clearly outlined in our
foreign policy that we give priority to

our neighbors. In this way, we seek
to find solutions to our neighbors’
problems by working together. We
are committed to sharing and jointly
developing natural endowments
towards fulfilling the vision and
aspiration we have for developing
together. It also creates an
opportunity to safely protect and
advance our existence and national
interests.
 In its long and medium term as well
as recent history, our nation had
direct access to the sea. Through
intricacies from far and near, we had
however lost this access, and later
regained it. In the end, a civil war
which lasted for three decades
fomented by internal crisis and
foreign conspiracy occurred. At the
end of the civil war and through both
a historical and legal mistake, the
country has remained landlocked
for the past 30 years.
 In the last five years, in order to
correct this fracture of history and
the frustrations of our people, the
new government pursing reforms
has been deliberating upon ways of
expanding sustainable and reliable
port and sea access options that suit
the status and growth of our country.
 Following further ideation, this
proposal was recently announced
to Ethiopians at large and the
international community as the
official position of the government.
 The position announced by the
government is strongly rooted in a
desire to not engage in war with any
one; to ensure that the options
pursued are mutually beneficial to
all stakeholders and also expresses
Ethiopia’s readiness to share its
endowments. Accordingly, we have
made great effort to explain our
position to all who are able and
willing to listen.
 Consultations and negotiations on
mutual benefits have been going on
with Somaliland for months now.
Therefore, a Memorandum of
Understanding has been signed for
the benefit of both parties. This
document gives Ethiopia the
opportunity to obtain a permanent
and reliable naval base and
commercial maritime service in the
Gulf of Aden through a lease
arrangement, and according to the
government’s announced position,
it allows Somaliland to derive an

The Somali Authorities and Al-Shabaab Are on The Same Side
Against Ethiopia’s Somaliland Port Deal

The Federal Government of
Somalia (FGS) condemned
Monday’s port deal between
Ethiopia and Somaliland, as did Al-
Shabaab on similarly nationalist
grounds, despite those two being
existential enemies. Somali
President Hassan Sheikh
Mohamed (HSM) even went as far
as to fearmonger that the group
might soon revive its activities in the
aftermath of that agreement. This
curious convergence of interests
ominously hints that an unholy
alliance might soon form between
these two.
The UN’s lifting of its three-decade-
long arms embargo on Somalia in
early December could enhance the
FGS’ anti-terrorist capabilities and
thus help it finally defeat Al-Shabaab,
though Mogadishu might be
reluctant to go on the offensive
against this group anytime soon now
that they share the same goal.
HSM’s furious reaction to this latest
port deal, which is actually a
diplomatic masterstroke for the
reasons explained here, has
redirected the public’s focus away

from Al-Shabaab and towards
Ethiopia.
Social media is now flooded with
warmongering from some Somali
activists who all of a sudden
consider that neighboring nation to
be more of a threat to their country
than this UN-designated terrorist
group despite Somaliland having
been functionally independent since
1991. They no longer mind that Al
Shabaab has slaughtered
thousands of their compatriots since
its inception because all that matters
to them for the moment is that
Ethiopia’s recognition of Somaliland
will doom their nationalist dreams.

This socio-political development
works in HSM’s interests since it
could enable him to consolidate his
power, indefinitely delay any future
offensives against Al-Shabaab in the
face of the faux external threat that
he claims Ethiopia nowadays
poses, and hope that the group
attacks it instead. His fearmongering
about its possibly impending revival
that’ll supposedly be due to this
latest deal could be a signal to them
to concentrate their activities against
Ethiopia with the FGS’ tacit approval.
In exchange for them launching a
cross-border terrorist campaign

Continue on page 4
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A Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) for Partnership

and Cooperation has been signed between the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia and Somaliland

The Somali Authorities and Al-Shabaab Are on The Same Side
Against Ethiopia’s Somaliland Port Deal

equivalent share of the lease from
Ethiopian Airlines. Beyond that, it
also includes provisions for the
Ethiopian government to make an
in-depth assessment towards taking
a position regarding the efforts of
Somaliland to gain recognition.
 The natural endowments that our
region is endowed with are more
than enough for all of us. It is not
possible to create a better tomorrow
by denying cooperation under the
veil of insecurity or wickedness. The
agreement with Somaliland is a
demonstration of the government’s
belief in achieving Ethiopia’s
aspirations through cooperation
with its neighbors, through the
principle of reciprocity, and through
peaceful means. This opportunity is
open to all and remains open.

 The MoU has created an
opportunity to cure the decades old
stress and anxiety of Ethiopians.
Therefore, it is a historical event that
has made Ethiopians happy. This is
also an event that should please all
Ethiopians and friends of Ethiopia,
as well as all members of the
international community who desire
for peace to reign in the region.
 No party or country will be affected
by this MoU. There is no broken trust
nor is there any laws that have been
transgressed. While this is the fact,
it cannot be said that some will not
be offended, shocked and refrain
from attempting to destroy the
positive progress.
Therefore, Ethiopians in particular
must believe that we will be
respected only when our nation

asserts its proper place in the region,
continent and the world; and when
it plays its constructive role and
upholds its national interests.
Therefore, the FDRE government
calls upon all Ethiopians to use this
opportunity for elevation by putting
aside our differences and letting the
spirit of tolerance govern us.
 As this is a once in a lifetime
historical occurrence, let us use this
opportunity to save our country in
unison! Let us work together to make
our Ethiopia a symbol of elevation
by ceasing to pull one another down,
so that we may not be blamed in the
annals of history.
 January 3, 2024
 Addis Ababa
 Government Communication
Service

against Ethiopia, he might eschew
any future offensive plans in favor of
holding a dialogue aimed at
peacefully resolving their disputes
like he told the Royal United
Services Institute in late November
is his “preferred option” if they agree
to talks.  Now that these domestic
existential enemies share the same
external one, which each falsely
portrays as an even greater
existential enemy, the basis
objectively exists for this unholy
alliance to take shape.
If these are indeed HSM’s
calculations or at the very least
something that he hasn’t fully ruled
out, then he’d do well to rubbish
them as soon as possible because
the risks far outweigh the benefits.
Not only would he discredit his

administration through such a
Faustian bargain, which could
include losing US support if it
concludes that he’s indirectly
wielding Al-Shabaab as a weapon
of hybrid war against Ethiopia, but
the latter could be prompted to take
out their camps if this terrorist threat
soon returns.
Given how HSM has redirected the
public’s focus away from Al-
Shabaab and towards Ethiopia as
supposedly representing their top
existential threat, he could come
under tremendous pressure to
militarily respond to any cross-
border anti-terrorist strikes that
might be carried out. In that event,
any attack by the Somali Armed
Forces (SAF) against the Ethiopian

National Defense Forces (ENDF)
would amount to them defending a
UN-designated terrorist group,
which would expose his deal with
the devil.
The best-case scenario is that HSM
decides against informally allying
with Al-Shabaab despite them both
being on the same side against
Ethiopia’s Somaliland deal and
instead continues planning the
SAF’s next offensive against that
group as opposed to weaponizing it
against the ENDF. Egypt and Eritrea
might try misleading him into
becoming their proxy war pawn
against Ethiopia in order to fight it to
the last Somali, but he must resist
their siren songs at all costs
otherwise it’ll end in another national
disaster.

Somaliland populaces overwhelmingly support the historic
MoU signed between Somaliland and Ethiopia

By M.A. Egge
In the last forty-eight hours
throughout Somaliland, there has
been a lot of talk about the historic
agreement in the city of Addis Ababa,
between the governments of
Somaliland and Ethiopia, which
contributes highly to the
strengthening of cooperation
between the two countries in the
fields of economy, trade and
cooperation.
The enthusiastic discussion of this
issue has led to the fact that every
gathering place such as public
transport, tea places and every place

where the community of Somaliland
meets, they dwell on the agreement
between Somaliland and Ethiopia,
which the people have greatly
welcomed.
Some of the people of Hargeisa who
spoke to the media noted that it was
high time that the agreement has
come for Somaliland to take
advantage of its marine resources,
as it strives to make its society
prosper having not been recognized
as a sovereign state for over three
decades while the country was
steadily progressing.

The people generally celebrated
the development and profusely and
congratulated the president and his
delegation in Ethiopia on the
cooperation agreement they signed
in Ethiopia. The community living
in Hargeisa described the
statements made by the authorities
and the people of Somalia as timely
and should supported to the hilt.
They called for the nation to unite
and rally behind the cause of
successful development for the
good of the people and the nation at
large.

Somaliland clinches deal that it had pursued
for three decades, says APD Chair

said that the historic agreement
signed by the Governments of
Somaliland and Ethiopia in Addis
Ababa is of great benefit to the
country and it will get what it has
been pursued for three decades.
He urged the Somaliland
community to support this
agreement and said, “This
preliminary agreement shows and
defines and highlights that the two
governments of Ethiopia and
Somaliland have a lot in common”.
He continued, “There is no country
that gives something freely but
something is exchanged in
reciprocity as concerns socio or
socio-economic, security and
political stability there ought to be
collaborations in cooperating in
various aspect”.
He added, “We need to define and
clarify this agreement and let our
Somaliland people understand it.
This agreement is a preliminary
agreement, and it is an agreement
that will enable Somaliland to get
what it has been searching for thirty-
three years, which is to be a
recognized sovereign country
amongst equals in the international
community”.
He explained while posing a query,
“Ethiopia, according to the

agreement, will be the first country
to recognize the Republic of
Somaliland, and the President said,
we will lease a part of one of our
oceans. How is this agreement
different from the one we leased to
DP Word, the legal system military
base that we leased to the United
Arab Emirates and what is different
from our neighboring country of
Djibouti which has leased military
bases to dozens of countries?”
The APD chairman noted further,
“This agreement will promote the
development and economic growth
of Somaliland, because of our
coastline which is more than nine
hundred kilometers, and over-
looking the most important
waterway in the world, Babul-
Mandab, which connects to the
Suez Canal where 12% of the
world’s economy passes, is the
opening of the economy, as both the
economy of Ethiopia and that of
Somaliland are dependent on each
other”.
He underscored that the APD being
a think-tank who has delved deeply
on the matter over time; they vouch
for the fact that its recognition of
Somaliland as a sovereign state is
enough to set the ball rolling for the
success of this nation.

Former UK Foreign Secretary Zac Goldsmith
calls on the Britain to recognize Somaliland

urged the British government
to recognize the cause of the
Republic of Somaliland, as the
condition was that the first country
to recognize JSL should be African.
“This matter (the understanding
between Somaliland and Ethiopia)
is good news for the Government of
Somaliland and its people. If I am
the former UK Foreign Minister, it
has always been clear to me that
we will recognize the independence
of Somaliland when an African
country recognizes it. I hope that now
the UK will act on the independence
of Somaliland,” said Zac Goldsmith
in a post on his X (Twitter).
Meanwhile MP Gavin Williamson

from the British Parliament had
earlier on said he was happy that
Ethiopia would “be the first country
in Africa to declare ‘Recognition of
Somaliland’”.
MP Gavin Williamson who is a big
supporter of the Somaliland issue,
and previously presented a motion
related to the recognit ion of
Somaliland in the UK Parliament,
said on his X (Twitter) how
impressed he was with the
agreement between Somaliland
and Ethiopia.
The MP also argued that the UK has
not done anything on the issue of
Somaliland for a long time.
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 Commissioner Musa and his delegation
meet their Taiwan counterpart

The Chairman of the Somaliland
Elections Commission, Mr. Muse
Hassan Yusuf and his delegation
were welcomed in Taiwan.
The delegation led by Somaliland’s

Somtel launches first 5G
network in Somaliland

election commissioner was
welcomed by Taiwan’s Central
Election Commission and officials
from Taiwan’s Ministry of Foreign
Affairs.
The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
Taiwan has said that the members
of the Somaliland Elections
Commission have been invited to
the upcoming elections in Taiwan
to witness the election process.

mobile payment provider, has
launched a new product that will
revolutionize the region’s digital
landscape by becoming the first
operator to launch a 5G network.
This groundbreaking achievement
marks a significant leap forward for
the region’s tech ecosystem and
holds immense potential to propel
digital and financial inclusion to new
heights.
Somtel, which is co-owned by the
powerhouse Dahabshiil Group,
boasts a long history of innovation.
It previously brought 4G LTE to the
region and introduced modernized
networks with VoLTE and eSIM
technology.
The company also pioneered one
of the first major broadband
services, Bluekom Fiber.
By joining other parts of Africa
including South Africa, Uganda,
Kenya, and Nigeria in adopting 5G,

Somalis are positioning themselves
as major players in the continent’s
digital transformation.
Somtel and eDahab’s digital
services are bringing traditional
nomadic culture into the modern
age by enabling people to trade,
communicate, educate themselves,
and watch films and football no
matter where they are in the world.
“We are incredibly proud our Somtel
colleagues have launched a 5G
network,” said Abdirashid Duale,
CEO of Dahabshiil Group.
He added that this latest venture into
5G aligns with aspirations for a tech-

U.S. Should Endorse Somaliland’s Independence

It has been nearly 13 years since
the world recognized a new country
as South Sudan won widespread
recognition after a decades long
fight. The year 2024 might be
young, but it could very well see the
international community welcome
a new country: Somaliland. The
United States should be a the front
of the queue with its recognition.
Somaliland’s story should be better
known but both Somalia’s failure
and the State Department’s lack of
imagination have buried
appreciation for the Horn of Africa’s

best success stories. Black Hawk
Down shaped most Americans’
perception of Somalia. The film
memorialized the murder of 18
American servicemen during the
1993 Battle of Mogadishu. It was the
deadliest battle for Americans since
the Vietnam War and led President
Bill Clinton to withdraw American
forces providing humanitarian
assistance to Somalia. Al Qaeda
leader Usama Bin Laden
subsequently declared that the rush
“out of Somalia in shame and
disgrace” showed US vulnerability.
For much of Somalia, peace
remains elusive. The international
community has pumped tens of
billions of dollars into the country but
regional warlords hold de facto
power and the reconstituted army is
unable to eradicate the Al Qaeda-
linked Al Shabaab, let alone even

secure the four miles from
Mogadishu’s international airport to
the country’s equivalent of the White
House. Fahad Yasin, a former Al
Jazeera stringer who rose to be
Somalia’s intelligence chief even
worked with an Al Qaeda affiliate in
his earlier years.
Not all of what the world today
defines as Somalia fits that narrative
of state failure, Islamist terror, and
lawlessness. Somalia itself formed
from the merger of two separate
territories: British Somaliland won
independence on June 26, 1960. All
five permanent members of the UN
Security Council recognized it. Five
days later, however, Somaliland
merged with the former Italian
Somaliland to former the Somali
Republic, with its capital in
Mogadishu. It was an unhappy union
worsened by Cold War-era dictator
Siad Barre’s brutality.

It was against this backdrop of
Somalia’s collapse that, in 1991,
Somaliland reasserted its
independence. Its logic was
compell ing: It entered into a
marriage with Mogadishu
voluntarily and so could divorce it
voluntarily. The rest of the world
disagreed, but Somaliland has
governed itself as an independent
albeit unrecognized country for
nearly 33 years, longer than it was
under Mogadishu’s control.
While Somalia descended into
anarchy, Somaliland remained
peaceful. I have visited the country
five times at my own expense,
including with my then-nine-year-
old daughter and have also visited
Somalia proper. While the
international community pumped
billions of dollars into unsuccessful
efforts to organize one-man, one-
vote elections in Somalia,
Somaliland became the first country
to secure elections with biometric
iris scans; it has conducted one-
man, one-vote elections for
decades without demanding
billions of dollars to do so. Peaceful
transfers of power are the norm, with
one elections decided by less than
100 votes among more than one
million cast.
Businesses flock to Somaliland for
its stability and transparency. The
country hosts Africa’s second largest
Coca Cola bottl ing plant, is a
livestock hub for the Middle East,
boasts a deep water port that rivals
Djibouti’s, and has one of the highest
penetration rates of mobile money.
The newly renovated Berbera
Airport, a former emergency landing
strip for NASA’s space shuttle
program, has one of the largest
runways in Africa.
The country’s geopolitical
orientation enhances its value. It is
one of only two countries in Africa to
recognize Taiwan over China. It has
remained firm even as Chinese
officials try to bribe its politicians
with hundreds of millions of dollars
and also as Beijing sought revenge
by encouraging a Somali invasion
and insurgency in Somaliland’s
Sool region.
Many Western European and East

African countries maintain offices or
consulates in the country. Emirati
and African airlines serve its capital.
Somaliland would even welcome
partnership with Israel, and it rejects
reactionary states like Iran and Syria.
Meanwhile, with few resources,
Somaliland secured its 460-mile
coastline. Unlike Somalia,
Somaliland prevents piracy, terror
safe-haven, and weapon
smuggling.
The Pentagon and intelligence
community have long wanted to
partner with Somaliland and
Congress called for closer ties in the
2023 National Defense Authorization
Act, but the State Department
refuses, fearing they might anger
Mogadishu. Arguments about
shifting borders are empty, given that
international treaties defined
Somaliland’s borders since its days
as a protectorate and its brief period
of independence. Rejecting
Somaliland is contrary to American
national security. A base in Berbera,
for example, could allow Ospreys
and helicopters to patrol the Bab el-
Mandeb rather than force length
naval deployments.
The State Department’s resistance,
however, may now be futile. Ethiopia
long joked that they would not be
the first country to recognize
Somaliland, but they would not be
the third either. They have now
changed their mind. In exchange for
a long-term port lease, Ethiopian
Prime Minister Abiy Ahmed has
offered to recognize Somaliland’s
independence. That Al Shabaab is
furious should only reinforce to
Washington that Somaliland is a
good bet. When the United States
absconds leadership and a forward
presence, the forces of altruism do
not fill the vacuum; rather, in the Red
Sea region and Horn of Africa,
malign forces like the Houthis and
al-Shabaab or Iran and Turkey do.
Recognizing Somaliland can
reverse a 33-year error, and restore
security and moderation to a
strategically important corner of the
Middle East.
Michael Rubin is director of policy
analysis at the Middle East Forum
and is a senior fel low at the
American Enterprise Institute.

While in Taiwan, the delegation will
meet with the Minister of Foreign
Affairs of Taiwan, Dr. Joseph Wu and
other leaders of the country.
The two committees of Taiwan and
Somali land wil l exchange
knowledge and experience related
to elections.
Somaliland’s and Taiwan’s election
commissions have agreed to
strengthen their ties to promote
democracy.

driven future priming the region for
foreign investment and a flourishing
tech scene.
“This cutting-edge technology will
be instrumental in driving speedy
ICT solutions for economic growth
and enriching the digital lives of all
Somalis. The rapid connections
enabled by 5G will unlock a world
of possibilities and empower us to
harness the benefits of emerging
technologies,” he added.
With its robust network coverage,
Somtel serves millions of the
region’s telecommunications
customers and provides digital
financial services via eDahab,
Dahabshiil money transfers, and
banking.
“It is hoped that this technology and
services will enable people to trade,
work, and interconnect more
closely, bringing cultures and
economies together,” Duale added.

How Ethiopia’s Recognition of Somaliland Can Aid in its Quest for
International Recognition- Dr. Abdiwali Soufi

between Somaliland and Ethiopia
is a historic moment that could lead
to mutual prosperity. As per the
agreement, Ethiopia will officially
recognize Somaliland. This
recognition is evidence of the strong
bond between the two nations. It
unlocks numerous opportunities for
both countries and opens a world of
possibilities. This strategic

partnership will undoubtedly provide
immense benefits to Somaliland
that can help shape its future. By
working together, these nations can
pave the way for a brighter tomorrow.
The following are the benefits that
Somaliland will gain from Ethiopia’s
recognition of Somaliland:
1. Initial Recognition: The formal
recognition from Ethiopia is a

crucial and fundamental step in
obtaining international recognition.
It removes the primary barrier to full
international recognition and
initiates a broader effort to achieve
complete recognition from the UN
General Assembly.
2. International Presence: Ethiopia’s
recognition will be crucial for
Somaliland to establish a presence

on the international stage and
advocate for its interests globally.
3. International Legitimacy:
Ethiopia’s recognition will give
Somaliland a degree of international
legitimacy, enabling it to establish
formal diplomatic relationships and
embassies.
4. Security Cooperation: This
recognition will enable Somaliland
to cooperate with other countries on
security matters, contributing to
stabilizing the Red Sea despite the
region’s complex history and
security challenges.
5. Increased International Visibility:
This recognition will increase
Somaliland’s global visibility and
attract support from countries and
international groups.
6. Economic Development: This
recognition will open opportunities
for foreign investment, trade, and
economic aid directly from
countries that will  recognize
Somaliland, which is crucial for a
country like Somaliland to work to

strengthen its economy and
infrastructure.
7. Development Aid and Assistance:
Somaliland will receive significant
development aid and technical
assistance directly from countries
recognizing its independence. This
aid will be crucial in building
infrastructure, improving education,
and enhancing public services.
8. Sport and Cultural Participation:
Somaliland will be able to join
various international sports
federations, allowing its athletes to
compete internationally under the
Somaliland flag.
Although there has been public
debate in Somaliland about the
benefits and challenges of the
MOU, it contains several compelling
points that make it a source of pride
for the people of Somaliland. This
agreement indicates progress and
collaboration and represents a
significant step towards a brighter
future for Somaliland.
Abdiwali Abdillahi Soufi (PhD)
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Somaliland Tax
System

and administration
(Part  35)

THT Puzzle

Previous Answer

ACROSS
1 Declarations
8 Individual
10 U’S
12 12 months
13 Match
14 Marker
15 Atop
16 Supports
18 Donkey
20 NOS
21 Marker
22 Indicator
24 Needy
25 Military
27 Brainstorm
30 Towards
32 Comfort
34 Therefore
35 Change
36 Non
37 Therefore
38 Add together.

3

DOWN
2 Towards
3 Several
4 Juveniles
5 Before lunch
6 Transportation
7 Tea cup
9 Limb
11 Oceans
13 Obtained
17 Boy
18 Demands
19 Shortly
23 actually
26 Mainly
28 Have a meal
29 Being as
31 Reddish
33 Ending

To be continue next week

Tax Administration Taskforce (HTAF): This decree was issued in
order to support the process of adapting comprehensive policies and
strategies for municipal finance. It is mandated to coordinate efforts in
municipal finance for the City of Hargeisa and includes members from
national government and the City.
7.5. Municipal Revenue: The City of Hargeisa
7.5.1. Main Sources
In 2016, the overall revenue for the City of Hargeisa was 8,222,222 USD.
Of this, 6,540,516 USD (78%) came from revenue from taxes, fees, fines
and penalties collected by the city and the remaining 1,686,197USD
(20%) came from intergovernmental fiscal transfers both from the Ministry
of Interior as well as the Ministry of Finance (see section on
Intergovernmental Fiscal Transfers). This is a steady increase,
by over 30% per year in 2014 and 2015. Compared to 2010, where the
revenue was 1.5 million USD, the total revenue collected by the City of
Hargeisa in 2016 represents an 81% increase.
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Ozempic, Wegovy not associated
with higher risk of suicidal ideation.

TRADE MARK CAUTIONARY NOTICE

  ROGER VIVIER
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the above trade mark, ROGER VIVIER
is the property of ROGER VIVIER S.P.A. of VIA FILIPPO DELLA VALLE
1 63811 SANT’ELPIDIO A MARE FERMO ITALY and that the same
trade mark is used for the following goods:
Class 25: Leather coats; Leather jackets; Leather trousers; Leather
belts; Leather braces for clothing belts; Suits; Padded jackets; Jackets;
Stuff jackets; Jumpers trousers; Jeans; Skirts; Dresses; Coats; Overcoats;
Cloaks; Raincoats; Parkas; Pullovers; Shirts; T-shirts; Blouses; Sweaters;
Underwear; Baby-dolls being nightwear; Bathrobes; Bathing costumes;
Negligee; Swimsuits; Dressing gowns; Nightgowns; One piece dresses;
Two piece dresses; Evening dresses; Shawls; Scarves; Ties; Neckties;
Gentlemen suits; Dress shirts; Aloha shirts; Swear shirts; Under shirts;
Polo shirts; Body suits; Blazers; Shorts; Sports shirts; Shoes; Athletic
shoes; Slippers; Overshoes; Low heel shoes; Leather shoes; Rubber
shoes; Galoshes; Golf shoes; Basket ball shoes; Dress shoes; Heels;
Hiking shoes; Rugby shoes; Boxing shoes; Base ball shoes;  Lacquered
shoes; Beach shoes; Inner soles; Soles for footwear; Footwear upper;
Heel pieces for shoes and boots; Non-slipping pieces for shoes and
boots; Tips for footwear; Rain shoes; Track- racing shoes; Work shoes;
Straw shoes; Gymnastic shoes boots; Ski boots; Half boots; Aretic boots;
Football boots; Lace boots; Field hockey shoes; Hand bait shoes; Esparto
shoes or sandals; Sandals; Bath sandals; Gloves; Gloves for protection
against cold; Leather gloves; Mittens; Hats and caps; Visor (headwear)
Leather hats and caps.
NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that ROGER VIVIER S.P.A. claims all rights
in respect of the aforesaid trade mark in Somaliland and will initiate
appropriate legal action against any person or persons found to be
using the aforesaid trade mark or any other trade mark deceptively or
confusingly similar, or otherwise infringes on its rights.

CAUTIONARY NOTICE
TRADEMARK

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that TCL Technology Group
Corporation, a Chinese corporation, with head office TCL
Technology Building, 17 Huifeng 3rd Road, Zhongkai High
Technology Development District, Huizhou Guangdong, China

Is the owner and sole proprietor of the following trademark:

(in the territory of SOMALILAND)

TCL
The above trademark is used in the international classes 7,9 and 11 in
respect of the following products:

Class 7: Washing machines [laundry]; Kitchen machines, electric;
Dishwashers; Food preparation machines, electromechanical;
Dynamos; Motors, electric, other than for land vehicles; Fruit presses,
electric, for household purposes; Soybean milk makers; Washing and
drying machines; Compressors [machines]; Vacuum cleaners; Mixing
machines; Laundry washing machines incorporating a drying tumbler

Class 9: Computers; Notebook computers; Loudspeakers;
Headphones; Smartwatches [data processing apparatus]; Mobile phone;
Smartphones; Computer software;  Smart glasses; Smart rings (data
processing apparatus); Interactive touch screen terminals;  Router;
Cameras;  Batteries, electric; Chips [integrated circuits]; Television;
Smart locks; Soundbar; Video screens; Downloadable mobile
application software; Electrical adapters; Mobile phone chargers;
Electric door bells; Displays

Class 11: Refrigerators; Air conditioner; Cooking apparatus; Kitchen
Appliances; Sanitary apparatus and installations; Heating apparatus;
Solar water heaters; Water purifying apparatus and machines; Stoves
[heating apparatus]; Water dispenser; Lamps; Ice machines and
apparatus; Heat pumps; Air purifier; Integrated stove

NOTICE IS ALSO GIVEN that legal proceedings will be taken against
any person or company who uses the said trademark any imitation
thereof, or agaist anyone that violates this trademark ownership rights.

For further information, please contact:
Inventa

Email: info@inventa.com

Support for the MOU signed by the President of
Somaliland and the Ethiopian Prime Minister

We commend the President of
Somaliland and the Ethiopian Prime
Minister for their vision and
leadership in signing this MOU. We
believe that this agreement will serve
as a foundation for deeper
collaboration and contribute to the
advancement of peace, stability, and
prosperity in the region.
The civil society of Somaliland is
urging the President of Somalia to
take decisive steps towards
resolving the conflict with
Somaliland. They are calling upon
President Hassan Sh. Mohamoud
to reconsider the approach to this
longstanding issue by abandoning
diplomatic isolation, economic and
trade restrictions, and political
pressure. Instead, they are
requesting that the President

recognize Somaliland as an
independent entity before the
Ethiopian Prime Minister officially
does so.
Recognizing Somaliland as an
independent entity would have far-
reaching implications for regional
peace and stability. It would create
an opportunity to establish formal
diplomatic relations, fostering
increased dialogue, cooperation,
and collaboration on critical issues
such as security, trade, and

counterterrorism efforts.
The benefits of recognizing
Somaliland extend beyond the
region itself. Regional stability is a
shared interest, and resolving the
conflict between Somalia and
Somaliland would contribute to a
more peaceful Horn of Africa. It
would create an environment
conducive to regional integration
and cooperation, attracting
investments and facilitating cross-
border trade.
Therefore the time has come for the
President of Somalia to heed the
call of Somaliland’s civil society and
take decisive action for a brighter
future for both Somalia and
Somaliland.
Eng.  Ahmed Adare

As the  CNN health report on January 4
2024 said.
Use of the medicine semaglutide for weight
loss or type 2 diabetes wasn’t associated
with a higher risk of suicidal ideation than
other medicines for those conditions in a
large new review of US health records
that was backed by the National Institutes
of Health.
The researchers used a database that
includes more than 100 million patient
records to assess the risks of suicidal
ideation among people using the drug,
sold as Ozempic for type 2 diabetes and
Wegovy for weight loss. The results were
published Friday in the journal Nature
Medicine. Dr. Rong Xu, an author of the
study and professor of biomedical
informatics at Case Western Reserve
University School of Medicine, said she
decided to look into the issue after
European regulators opened a probe into
semaglutide and reports of suicidal
thoughts last summer. The US Food and
Drug Administration said this week that it’s
also conducting its own investigation.
Xu and her fellow researchers, including
National Institute on Drug Abuse
Director Dr.
Nora Volkow, compared cases of suicidal
ideation among people taking semaglutide
with those taking other medicines for weight
loss or diabetes.
We observed a lower incidence of suicidal
ideations in patients who had taken
semaglutide than in patients who were
treated with non-GLP1R-targeting
medications for the same conditions,”
Volkow wrote in an email, referring to the
way semaglutide works to mimic a hormone
called GLP-1.
The analysis included more than 240,000
people with obesity and more than 1.5
million with type 2 diabetes. It looked at the
risk of suicidal ideation within six months of

starting the medicines, as well as at longer
time points.
At six months, it found that among people
taking the drug for weight loss, semaglutide
was associated with a 73% lower risk of
first-time suicidal ideation and a 56% lower
risk of recurrent suicidal ideation. The
comparator drugs included bupropion,
naltrexone, orlistat, topiramate and
phentermine.
For people with type 2 diabetes, the
reductions were 64% and 49%,
respectively. The comparator drugs
included insulin, metformin and newer
classes known as DPP-4 and SGLT-2
inhibitors
The lower risks were observed out to
three years.
A positive effect on mental health?
The comparator medicines work differently
than semaglutide, which is a GLP-1
receptor agonist that has effects on insulin
production, appetite and feelings of fullness.
Researchers have noted that it also
has effects on the brain.
As use of Ozempic and Wegovy has
exploded over the past few years, Xu said,
she noted anecdotal reports of people
experiencing a reduction in addictive
behaviors while taking them – less interest
in things like alcohol or smoking – which
made her wonder whether the medicines
could also have a positive effect on mental
health.
HOW To get help
·  Help is available if you or someone you
know is struggling with suicidal thoughts
or mental health matters.In the US: Call
or text 988, the Suicide & Crisis
Lifeline.Globally: The International
Association for Suicide
P r e v e n t i o n  a n d  B e f r i e n d e r s
Worldwide have contact information for
crisis centers around the world.
“It was kind of like a paradox,” Xu said.

“The case reports from both sides”: the
European investigation and these
anecdotal reports.
With access to a database called
the TriNetX platform, which includes de-
identified electronic health records from
100.8 million people in 59 health systems
across the US that’s updated “basically in
real time, every day,” Xu decided to
perform statistical analyses to assess the
risk.
It’s an approach she says she used during
the Covid-19 pandemic to evaluate
the risk of the Omicron variant in real time.
Ozempic and Wegovy, along with similar
drugs like Mounjaro and Zepbound, are
now being prescribed to millions of patients
in the US. In weight loss trials, Wegovy
and Zepbound showed average body
weight reductions of 15% and more than
20%, respectively. The most common side
effects are gastrointestinal issues like
nausea, vomiting and constipation,
although reports of more serious potential
side effects, like stomach paralysis, have
more recently emerged.
The findings from the new study come
days after the FDA said it was reviewing
reports of suicidal ideation among people
using semaglutide and similar medicines
and evaluating the need for regulatory
action.
The reports were from a database called
the FDA Adverse Event Reporting System,
or FAERS. The agency notes that a drug’s
appearance there “means that FDA has
identified a potential safety issue, but it does
not mean that FDA has identified a causal
relationship between the drug and the listed
risk.”
The FAERS database lists more than
23,000 reports of various reactions among
users of semaglutide; the most common
are gastrointestinal disorders, with more
than 10,000. There are 144 reports of
cases of suicidal ideation.
Those are case reports,” Xu said. “To
derive a conclusion, you really need to
perform a head-to-head comparison
between similar patients.”
Possible effects on the brain
The European Medicines Agency said in
July that it was reviewing 150 reports of
possible cases of self-injury and suicidal
thoughts among people taking semaglutide
and similar medicines.


